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Decision No. 76645 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC 'O"l'ILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
National Motor Freight Traffic ) 
Assoeiation~ Inc., Agent~ for and ) 
on behalf of certain highway com- ) 
mon carriers and express corpora- ) 
tions~ for authority to make ) 
various revisions in National Motor ) 
Freight Classi£ication A-10. ) 

In the Matter of the Investigation 
into the rates~ rules~ regulations, 
eha.rgQS~ allowances and practices 
of all common ca.rriers~ highway 
carriers and ci~ carriers relat­
L"'lg to the transportation of any 
~=J.c. all commodities between and 
wi'::hin all points and places in 
~~e State of California (including~ 
but not limited to, transportation 
£0= whi~~ rates are provided in 
Minimum ~te Tariff No.2) • 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Application No. 51546 
(Filed December ll~ 1969) 

Case No. 5432 
(Petition for MoiZ.ifico.tion 

No .. stS(,) 
(Filed Dece:'llber ll~ 19$,9) 

And Related Io1Mtters ) Cases NOs,~ '!::435 ,.' S43:9,,;'! 5441 ~ 
) , ,S~C·3' and,:/S:SS", ' 
) ,.(Petitio::l:;"fo,r::~-l':ldif:tc3.tion 
) Nos., It.:-O,,1,091' 1&2;, ,7:9 ,~a; " 
) ,,' ,6.7~-' respectively)' " , " 
) ,(F iled,Deceml:>er·:: 1'1~, ,1 S69,> ' 

OPINION mnOROER 

various common carriers engaged in intrastate transport~-

tion within california participate in National Motor ~=eight Clo.a:­

sification A-10 ~ hcrein:..fter rofC:J:'r .. ~d to as the Governing Cl~.::sifi-

cation~ for claes ro.ti:'l9'~ aIld oth~r: provisions. A!.so·~ cert<:l.i:'l 

Commission minimum rate tariffs, are subject to" the class ratings: 

~d/or other provisions of suCh classification .. 
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By Application No. SlS4&, National Motor .Freight Traffic 

Association, Inc., Agent, seeks authority, on behalf of such common, 

carriers, to pUblish specific revisions in theG~vernin~ Classifica­

tion to ~come effective February 20, 1970, concurrently with the 
1 

national. effective da.te for such revisions. By the above petitions, 

california Trucking Association seeks to have the ratings and other 

prov~sions in the Governing Classification similarly revised to, 

govern the min im\llll rates and rules in certain ComIniss ion min;iJnum' 
2 

rate tariffs. Petitioner requests that all common carriers pe 

directed to estwlish. in their respective tariffs such modifications 

as may b~ presc:ri:bed by the Commission's order in these proceedinqs, 

including relief from the long- and short-haul provis~ns of 

Section 460 of the PUblic Otilities Code. 

Applicant and petitioner, hereina£~er referred t~ as 

applicants, state that the Governi.ng Classification is ~eriodically 

revised to meet the changing needs of commerce. Ap?lieants ave~ 

that the procedures availal:lle to shippers and carriers to initiate 

such revisions, to participate in their disposition and to· protect 

their interests are generally known to the carriera ana shippers. 

Applicants allege that the sought revisions have· been authorized ,by 

1 

2 

The ch~ses, which are provided in SuppleItl9nt 30 ~o the. 
Gcve~~s Classification, are set forth ~ ZXh~it A ~d the 
relate~ justifications are set forth in E~ibit B, ~thof 
which are attached to the application. . . 

'l'~e t~iff~ are Minimum Rate 'J:arifff'l :~¢S. 1-5 (East B~.y Drayage) I 

2 (Gen:ral Co=modities Statewide), 5 !.Lo~ ~~gelco ~~1~q~), 9-B 
(San D~eso Drayage), ll-A (Uncrated New Furnitu~ Stat~~do) and 
19 (San Francisco Drayage) and 'Exception Rating's Tariff No .. l .. 

. ' 
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the National Classification Board" after due process" and are 

generally scheduled to become effective February 20~ 1970" for 

tariffs covering areas other than c~lifQrnia and that such 

r~visio:ns" if authorized" would permit maintenance o,f uniformity 

of classification provisions between California and th~ rest of 

the nation. 

A review of applicants' proposed revisions indicate~t~a:t 

they pertain principally to (1) format of classification;, (2) cor~ 

rection of publishing errors and omissions~ (3:) cl3.rification':of 

existing descriptions of articles; (4) cancellation of obsolete 

provisions: and (5) establishment of specific ratings for newly 

designed or manufacturee articles. Such chanqes are within the 

framework of the critex'ia heretofore announced by this commiss'ion 

for estaJ:,lishing revisions in the Governing Classification on 
3, 

california intrastate traffic. 

Applicants:su9'gest,. to protect the interests of all 

parties, that the effective date of any orderissuedherein'shoulcl 

be thirty days after the date of this decision. This would provide 

ample opportunity for any interested party t~ advise applicants and 

the Commission concerning those items which might ::equire separ~te 

and further consideration without' unduly delayin~ the effectiveness 

of the great body of classification chan~es w~ieh,. applicants 

assert, are necessary and deSirable,. and concerning which there' is 

no question or dispute. 

Copies of the application and petitions were mailed to' 

various ch~rs of commerce, shipper organizations,. carrier 

representatives and other interested parties on or about December 11" 

1969. The application and petitions were listed on the Commission's 

Daily Calendar of December lS~ 1969. No objection to the granting 

of the app.lication and petitions has been received .. 

3 See D~cisi~;-N;. 6S324-in-C~~;-N~-. 5432,. et al., 63' cal.P.V.C.7ZS, 
and Decision No. 687llin Case No .. 5432, ,et al.,. 64 Cal.P.U .. C.146 .. 
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., 

:tn the circumstances" it appears" and .,the commission . .. . ~~ \" 

f~nds , that:. 

1. The proposed classi!ication revisions set forth in 

Applica.tion No. 5-1546 are reasonable and, to the extent that said 

ratin~s and rules will result in increases, such increases are 

justified. 

2. The proposed ratings and rules which applicant will 

be· ~utho~ized to establish, except to the extent that said 

ratings and rules are different from and are superseded by present 

exceptions contained in the respective minimum rate tariffs. and 

the governing' exception rating'S tariff, are suitable to govern 

the minimum rates established by the Commission. 

3. The rates and charges resulting from the application 

of the aforesaid ratings and rules are, and for the future will 

be, the just, reasonahle and nondiscriminatory minimum rates for 

the transportation of property by highway carriers subject to' the' 

applicable minimum rate tariffs. 

Based on ~he above findings, the Commission concludes 

that the proposed classification changes set forth in Application 

No. 51546 shoulcl be authorized, and that such rating::: and' rules. 

should be adopted and approved, to the extent indicated in the 

ensuing order, to govern the minimum ra'tes e.stablisbed by the 

Commission. The Commission further concludes that the involved 

participating common carriers in ap?licant' s National Motor Frei9'ht 

Classifi~ation A-10 should be authorized to depart from the pro­

visions of Section 460 of the Pul>lie 'O'tilitiesCode~ to· the extent 

nc~essa.ry to adjust long- ~d short-haul departures nowmaintainea 

under outstanding: authorizations. The order 'Wc.ich follows' shot:ld 
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be made effective thirty days after the date hereof and the earliest 

effective date of SupPJ.ement 30 to, the Governing Classification' 

should be Pebruary 20, 1970. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. National Motor Freight Traffic Association, Inc .. , 

Agent, on behalf of the involved common carriers participating in 

National Motor Freight Classifieation A-10, is authorized to' 

establish and pUblish the classification ratings and rules set 

forth in Application No. 51546 to become effective not earlier than 

Fe~ruary 20, 1970, on not less than five days I notice to t,he 

Commission and to the pUblic. 

2. Except as otherwise provided in Ordering paragraph 6 

hereof, the classification ratings; and rules authorized herein are 

approved and adopted as the just, reasonable and nondiscrimin3tory 

ratings and rules to govern the minimum rates and rules promulgated 

by the Com.:nis~lion in Minimum Rate T.ariffs Nos. l-B·, 2, 5,.- 9-B', 

ll-A and 19. 

3. Tariff publications required to be made by common 

carriers as a result of Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof may'be made 

effective not earlier than February 20, 1970, on not less than 

five days' notice to the Commission and to the public and such 

tariff publications shall be made effective not later than 

A?~il 21, 1970; and tariff pUblications which are author~=ed but 

not r~ired to be made by common carriers as a result of Ordering 

paragraph 2 hereof may be made effective not earlier than 

February 20, 1970, and may be made effective on not less than 

five days I notice to the Commission and to, the public' if filed 

not later than April 21, 1970. 

-5-



A .. 51546, C'32 (Pet. 50S) et ale - ams 

4. The classification ratings and rules authorized to 

'.be established by ordering Paragraph 2 hereof are authorized to. 

be made applicable also for the transportation of: 

(a) Commodities for which minimum 
rates have not been established,. or 

(b) Commodities which are subject to­
higher ratec than, or more restrictive 
provisions than, the min~um rates or 
provisions otherwise applicable, or 

(c) Commodities for which rates have been 
established based upon Minimum Rate 

"Tariffs Nos. l-B, 2, 50, 9-B,· ll-A and 19 •. 

5. Any provisions currently maintained in common carrier 

tariffs which are more restrictive than, or which produce charges 

greater than, those contained in Minimum Rate Tariffs·· Nos .. 1";:S, 2, 

5, 9-B, 11-A and 19 and Exception Ratings Tariff No. 1 ar~ 

authorized to be %t1aintained in connection with the ratings· and· 

rules authorized and directed to be established herein.· 

6. Except as provided in Ordering Paragraph 5 hereof, 

common carriers are not authorized to publish r<ltings and rules 

which are different from, and are superseded by, present exceptions 

contained in Exception Ratings Tariff No .. 1 and Minimum Rate 

Tariffs Nos. 1-B, 2, S, 9-B~ ll-A and 19. 

7. Common carriers, in establishing and maintaining the 

ratings and rules authorized hereinabove, are' hereby authorized 

to depart from the provisions. of Section 460 of the P\lhlic 

Utilities Code to the extent necessary to adjust long- and short­

haul departw:es noW' maintained under outst::lndin9' authorizations; 
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such outstanding authorizations are hereby modified only to the 

extent necessary to comply with this order~ and schedules contain­

ing the ratings and. rules p'lJblishecl under this authority sha'll 

make reference to the prior orders authorizing long- and short-haul 

departures and to this order. 

The effective date of this order shall be thirty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at San Francisco', California,. this ·6« :Lay of 

--;J ... A_NU .... A ...... R .... y __ , 19~. 
~ 

." 
I I " 
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