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Decision No .. 76683 ------
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF '.tHE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application ) 
of R.OBERT E. JAMES and EDWARD ) 
W. SHORT'. dba GOLDEN GAZELLE LINES,) 
and of BUFORD L. SMITH, dba SMITH r S) 
CHARTER BUS SERVICE:. to transfer a l 
certificate of public convenience 
and necessity and assets of ROBERX 
E. .JAMES and EDWARD W. SHORT, dba ) 
GOLDEN GAZELLE LINES. ) 

) 

Application No. 51450 
(Filed October 30, 1969) 

o P IN I ON .... ~ .......... ----
Robert E. James and Edward W. Short~ doing business as 

Golden Gazelle Lines .. request authority to sell and· trans·fer and. 

Buford 1... Smith, doing business as Smith r s Charter Bus Service, 

requests authority to purchase and acquire 4 certificate of pub,lie 

convenience And necessity authorizing. operations as a passenger 

stage corporation and the 37-passenger 1947 GMC 3703· bus used in 

said service. 

The certificate was granted by Decision No,. 74233- issued 

June 11, 1968:, in Application No. 5016~ and authorizes opera.tion as. 

a passenger stage corporation between the cities of Newark, Fremont~ . 

Union City aud Hayward) on the one hand, and the Uni1:ed AirLines: 

YJaintenance Base located at or near the San Francisco International 

Airport, on the other hand. '!he agreed costconsiderat:ton, for the 

certificate and the bus is the sum of $5,000. 

The balance sheet as of July 31,., 1969 of Smith's Charter 

Bus Service shows tot:al assets 0'£ $15-7,017.75, liabilities of 

$77 )667 .46 and a net worth of $79',350.29; and the income statement 

for the period 3anuary 1, 1969 through July ~l~ 1969 shows a net 

profit from. operations of $10) 729' .. 35. 
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After consideration the Commission finds that the'proposed 

transfer wottld not be adverse to the public interest~. A public 

he.n-ing is not necessary. '!he order which follows will provide ~ in 

the event the transfer is consummated, for the issuance of a 

eert:ific:1tc in appendix fore to Buford L. Smith, do:l:o.& business ~s 

Smith t s Charter Bus Service, and the revocation of the opera.t~ng 

authority granted to Robert E. James and Edward W. Short, doinS 

business as Golden Gazelle Lines, by Decision No. 74233 issued 

3'UIle 11, 1968 in Application No. 50163" 

The authorization herein granted shall not be construed 

as a finding of the value of the rights and prope~ties herein 

authorized to be transferred. 

Buford I.. Smith~ doing business a::;. Smithrs Charter Bus 

Service, is hereby placed on notice that operative- rights ~ ';8.8 such,. 

do not constitute .a. cla.ss of property which may be capitalized or 

used as an element o:E value in rate fixing for :3:1l.y amount of money 

in excess of that originally paid to the State as the considerat1on 

for the grant of such rights. Aside from their purely' permissive: 

aspect, such rights extend to the holder a full or partial monopoly 

of a class of business over a particular route. This monopoly 

feature may be modified or cancelled at anytime by the State, 

'C-lhich is not in any respect limited as to the number of, rights 

Which may be given. 

ORDER: 
-..--~-

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. On or before 3\l1le 1, 1970,. Robert E" James and Edward .'W~ 

Snort, doing business as Golden Gazelle Lines, may sell and transfer,. 

-2-



i",. 51450 ds 

and Buford L. Smith" doing business 3S Smith's ·Charter Bus Service, 

:nay ~urcb.a.se and acquire, the operative rights and property 

referred to in the application. 

2. Wi~hin thirty days ~ftcr the consummction of the tracsfer 

he:cin authorized:. purchaser shall notify .the Commission, in 

"r.:'i~bg~ of tb.a~ faet and within said period shall file with the 

Colllmission a true copy of any bill of sale or other instrument of 

transfer which may be executed to effect said transfer. 

S. Purchaser shall amend or reissue the tariffs and time

'tables on file with the Com:nission, naming ra't:es, rules and 

sCl1edules gove:nfng the co~on ca=rier operations herein to' sh~ 

that he has aclopted or established, as his own, said rates and 

rules. The t~riff and timetable filings shall be made effective 

not earlier tb.9.n ten days after the effective date of this order 

on not le.ss than ten days' notice to the Commission and the pub-lie, 

and the effective date of the t3riff Ilnd t ime tab le filings shall 

be concurrent With the consummation of the transfer herein 

authorized. !he tariff and timetable filings made pursuant to 

this order s~ll comply in all respects with the regulations 

governing the cox:.struction and filing. of tariffs and tic.etab,les 

set fo:,th in the Commission's General Orders Nos. 79 and 98-A. 

Failure to comply with and observe the provisions of General 
, . 

Orders Nos. 79 and 98-A may result in a cancellation of the 

operating authority granted by this decision. 

4. In the event that the transfer authorized in paragraph 1 

hereof is cO:lS~tcd, a certifieate of public convenienee and' 

necessity is granted to Buford L. Smith> authorizing h:txn .co 

o:;>erate as a pass~ger stage corporation~ as defined in Section 226 
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of the Publ~c Utilities Code" between the points and' over tbe 

routes particularly set forth in Appendix A attached hereto,and, 

made a part hereof. 

5. The certificate of public convenience and necessity 

granted in paragra.ph 4 of this order shall supersede: the certificate 
. ' 

of public convenience and necessity granted by Decision No. '74233-·. 

issued June ll~ 1968, tn Application No. 50163~ whiCh certificate 

is revoked effective coneurrentlywith the effective date of the 

tariff filings required by paragraph 3 bereof. 

6. On or before the end of the third month after the 

consummation of the transfer as herein authorized, purchaser shall 

C41:Se to be filed with the Commission~ in such form as the 

Com:::d.ssion may prescribe, an annual report~. or reports,. related to 

ihe operations of the sellers for the period commencing with the 

first day of the current year to and including the effec:t'ivedate 

0'1 the transfer. 

7. Within thirty days after the transfer herein authorized 

is consummated, purchaser shall file a written acceptance of the 

certificate. Purchaser is placed on not:ic:e that, if he accepts 

such certificate,. he will be required, among other things, to 

eOmJ?ly with and observe the safety rules of the California Highway 

Patrol, the rules and other regulations of the Commission's 

General O£der No. 98-A. and insuraxlce requirements of the Commis

sion's General Order No. lOl-C. 

8. Purchaser shall maintain his accounting records on a 

calendar year basis in conformance with the applicable Uniform 

System of Accounts or Chart of Accounts as, prescribed or adopted' 

by this Commission and shall file with the Commission,.. on or before· 
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March 31 of each year~ an annual report of his' operations,. :In,such 

form~ content, and number of copies as' the COmmission" from time 
" 

to time, shall prescribe. 

The effective date of this order shall be ,twenty days' 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at San FranciseO , California" ,this 

day of _ ... ,,,,,,JA:I,j,IN~IJAARu..Y,--____ , 1970. 

I 

I' .' 

COmlll:tsS10%le1" A. w. Gatov. ,be!.nt ~ , 
neeosst\.r.l.ly t.\bsen't .. <l1d not. part1e1pS: ~'" 
1nthe cl1sPo31t1on orth1sprocoo~" 
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APPENDIX A BUFORD L. SMITH 
d.ba 

SMITH'S CHARTER BUS SERVICE 

e-

Original P3ge 1 

Section 1. General Authorizations, Restrictions, Limitations 
and Specifications. 

. Buford L. Smith, doing business as Smith's Charter 
Bus Service, by the certificate of public convenience and 
necessity granted by the decision noted in the margin, is 
authorized to transport passengers and their baggage on passenger'" 
caTrying vehicles between the United Air Lines Maintenance Base at 
or near the San Francisco International Airport, on the one hand, 
and the cities of Newark, Fremont) Union City and Hayward, includ:tng 
all points and places within a radius of three air miles of th~ 
corporate limits of any of said cities, on the other hand, over 
the routes hereinafter deSCribed, subject to the following 
provisions: 

(a) No passengers shall be transported except those 
having point of origin or destination at said 
United. M-r Lines Ma1ntenance Base. 

(b) All points and places located Within the 
unincorporated area.s referred to hereinabove 
shall take the same faTe as the closest city. 

Section 2. Route Description. 

CommenCing at any point within the Fremont-Newark service 
area, thence to Union City service aree.~ thence to the Hayward 
se'rV1ee area> thence to the United Air I..1nes Maintenance Base at or 
near the San Francis.eo International Airport, via any and· all 
appropriate r~tes., and return ~ the same routing. 

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

Decision No. 76683. Application No. 51450. 


