‘Decision No. 76712 | @RQ@@NL
BENORE THE PUBLIC UTTLITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application g
of OBIE CARIER for Certvificate of
Public Coavenience and Necessity

to Operate Jitney Service Between
Rossmoor Leisure World of Walnut
Creek, California, and Sun Valley

g Application No. 50986
Shopping Center, Coacord, ;
)

(Filed April 3, 1969)
Califormia. |

William J. Betts, for the applicant.

Waiter H. Medak, for County Transit
Lmnes, Inc., protestuat.

Mark L. Kermite, for the Board of
Supervisors, Concra Costa County,
interested party.

Edward C. Cole, for the Commission
statt.

OPINICN

This application was heard before Examiner Fras_er on
June 25, 1969, in Walnut Creck. It was submitted om the filing of
a late exhibit, which hzas been reccived., Copies of “the applicat:i.d_n ,

and the notice of hearing were sexved inm accordance with the

Cormission's procedural rules. County Ti:ansitl Lines, Inc. » appeared

3s 2 protestant. |
Applicant has requested zuthority to provide 2 passengér -
bus (jitney) service with a single 1965 ll-passenger (eicclud:tng |
driver) Ford Club Wagon, between Rossmoor Leisure World,-downtcwn
Walnut Creek and Sun Valley Shopping Center in Concord; twelve daily
trips are proposed, with six to downtowm Walnut Creck from Rossmoor
and the remaining six from Rossmoor to downtown Walnut Creek, thé;nce-

on to Sun Valley Shopping Center in Concord. The first schedule will
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start from Sun Valley at 9:30 a.m. on Monday through Satufday;
arrive at Rossmoor at 9:55 a.m. and leave at 10:00 a.m. The last
schedule leaves Rossmoor at 6:00 p.m. and arrives at Sun Valley at
6:30 p.m. Applicant alleges that his service is designed for the
midday shopper and for those who ride in for medical, dehtal-or-
other service. Applicant has only ome vehicle and will‘dévéll the'
driving himself, If his vehicle breaks down he plans to lease
another van for as long as necessary.

Applicant testified that he drove a San Franciéeo-Mnnicipal
bus for four years, a truck for another fouc years and sold cars for
about seven years, His last job was twelve wonths of driving a
County Transit Lines bus between Rossmoor Leisure World and ROSSMOOY
Shopping Center, a distance of two or three miles. He testified.
his driving experience and the requests of his customers pfompted
him to £ile the present application; he resigned his‘pcsition'with\
County Transit Lines, Inc., and purchased the 1969'Ford'C1ﬁb-Whgonv'
as the most suitable vehicle for a jitmey. He testified he will be
chexging 35 cents between Rossmoor and Walnut Creek énd‘betweén
Sun Valley and Walnut Creek; 50 cents will be charged’frdm
Sun Valley to Rossmoor or Rossmoor to Sun Valley. He stated he will
be picking up passengers anywhere on his route where it is‘safe'to
stop. He testified that he is hopeful of collecting $10,090:t6
$12,000 in gross fares annually, with a net profit of $6,500 to
$7,000. BHe estimated the depreciastion on his new Ford tbgbe $120
a month, Cross-exsmination developed that he did not. have an
estimate of what it would cost per mile to operate his vehicle.

Cross~examination further developed that he will have to transport

at least 100 passengers every day, or 30,000 eVéry.year to gross.
$10,000 asnnually. ‘ |
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Five members of the public testified in support of the

application. A lady from Rossmoor testified that the service to
Walnut Creek is adequate, but there should be more service from
Rossmoor to Sun Valley. She testified the bus schedules are too
far apart now for the convenience of the shopper. Walaut Manor is
an area with 418 homes and apartments, located adjacent to the xoute
proposed by applicant between Walnut Creek and Sun Valley. Fou_r
who testified reside in Walnut Manor. It was developed that almost
all of the people living in the Manor are retired; that about 707%
do not drive and that the nearest shopping areca is at least a half
to three-quarters of a mile away; it is a mile‘ to the nearest
Greyhound stop and aimost two miles to the County ’.I'.‘ransit Lines bus
stop. It was further noted that County Transit Linés had a bus
stop in Walnut Manor until Januwary of 1969 when sexvice was
terminated. The fare was 30 ceats to Sun Valley Shopp:lng Area;
The managers of Walnut Manor provide a bus once 2 week | for shoppers
or others who want a ride into town. All of the witnesses #dmitted
that they seldom rode County Transit Lines' buses. They appeared; 3
because the applicant had promised his jitneys would si:Op at |
Walnut Manor omn all routes going and coming. Applicant renewed
his promise during the hearing and advised that he will pr.ovide
additional schedules if business warrants it. |

The president of protestant County Transit Lines
testified as follows: protestant has been opefating since March
of 1967; it provides service between Rossmoor-Walnut Creek and
Sun Valley with 37-pa§senger, air-conditioned Diesel buses; it
costs 350 cents a mile to operate the bus and five passengers are

required on all schedules between Rossmoor and Walnut Creek tq'pay
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for operating the bus; protestant had six schedules thréugh Walnut

Manor in each direction six days a week for a year ending on
October 13, 1968; only 12 passengers o day, or ome per schedule,
used the service; protestant expanded to 12 schedules in each
direction from Walnut Manor during the period from October 13, 1968
to January 16, 1969; on the latter date the service was texrminated,
because patronage recmained the same - 12 passengers a déy; wost |
people seem to walk from the Mamor to mearby shopping aréa.s,v or use
private tramsportation; protestant was informed by the City of
Pleasant Hill that it was illegal to park, or stop, on the street
in fromt of Walnut Manor; it therefore became’nec‘essary to drive' |
the bus along a private road and into Walaut Manor, to pick up and -
deposit passengers; this city requirxement added 3/10tk of 2 mile
to every schedule. |
Exhibit No. & was presented in evidence to show the routes |
of Western Greyhound Lines, County Transit Lines, and the applicant.
The latter two provide, or propose to provide, service from -
Rossmoor and downtown Walnut Creek to Sun Valley. Applicant will
use the same route as protestant for 2.6 miles between Rossmoox and
dovmtovn Walnut Creek., Applicant's total (ome way) route is Tn:I.x:xe
miles, and his schedules (Exhibits 1, 5) show he plans to drive the
route in 25 minutes. The witness for the protestant testified he
does not believe the route can be traveled in less than 40 ninutes,
i there are passengers to pick up and drop off. He further stated
he does not believe there is emough business in the county for two
bus operators. He requested that the application be den:[ed |
Protestant's Exhibit No. 2 lists all Cocunty Transit Lines' schedules'

Exhibit No. 3 consists of a series of tables showing the number OJ‘-. o
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passengers riding on all County Transit Lines' | schedules between
Rossmoor and Walnut Creek (dowmtown) Greyhound station. Separaté
tables are provided for a series of Monday through Fricfay d.ate's;
for Saturdays and for Sundays. The daily totals of p’aséengers
carried on Monday through Friday - on the 15 days reported iﬁ |
April and May, 1962 - ramge from 59 to 123; the average is 92.
The average on three Saturdays reported is 50 a day, and 22 a day
on three Sundays. The most used schedules are those gbing in to
town about noon and returning at 4:30 p.w. The issue to determine
is whether there are enough potential riders to supporAt‘ one bus
opexator. Recent losses have forced the protestant to discoﬁti.nue :
all routes. | |

After this matter was submitted, protestaht filed to
suspend all of its service on the basis of an operating loss of
$200,000 after 18 months in business. Rossmoor leased three buses
to provide sexvice to Walnut Creek for its residents. Prbtestant
was not able to tramsier its rn‘.g'b.tsv or f£ind another operxator to
reinstate service on the abandoned routes.

Findings and Conclusion

1. Applicant has requested authority to provi.dé Rossmooxr 1
residents with scheduled transportation between Rossmoof: and
Walnut Creek with ome eleven-passenger van,

2, The route applied for is ome of four that protestant
was forced to abandon due to eﬁomous operating losses.

3. Protestant has terminated all service and has requested‘

authority from this Commission to suspend its operating authorities

for twelve months.

4., The Rossmoor residents are now being. transported over

the identical route proposed by applicant in buses leased and

operated by the Rossmoor corporation.
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5. Protestant's passengers to and from Rossmoo: wére almost
exclusively Rossmoor residents who are now served by the Rossmoor‘
buses. |

6. There are now no certificated paséenger stage corporations
operating in the area, and there is no preseat need for additional
service,

7. The application should be denied. Applicant cannot
operate profitably or provide an adequate service with _‘one

eleven-passenger vehicle.

Upon consideration of the evidence the Commission finds

that applicant has failed to establish that theré is any pi.xblic-
need for the proposed service and concludes that the application |
should be denied. | '

IT IS ORDERED that Application No. 50936 is denied.
This order shall become effective twenty days #fter’ the
ate hereof.
Dated at _ San Francisco , Californis, this
2 e day of JANUARY ., 1970,

/




