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D~cision No. _ .... 7..106uLu.R.,I;4:.a-__ 

BEFORE !BE FUBLIC 'OTII.ITIES COMMISSION OF· THE STATE ·OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application ) 
of TEE ~'XERN PACIFIC RAILROAD ) 
COMl?ANY for ~uthority to construct ) 
a track at grade across Illinois ) 
Street and across a j oint Southern ) 
Pacific Company - The Atchison, ) 
Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company) 
1:rack in'such street, all in the ) 

Application No. 50697 
(Filed November 21, 1968) 

City and County of Slln Francisco, ~ 
State of California. 

Richard W.. Bridges, for '!'he Western Pacific Rail­
road Company, applicant. 

William C. Tavlor and Robert Laugbead, for the 
City and COunty of San Francisco, interested 
party. 

M. E. Getchel, for the Commission staff .. 

OPINION - - - - --,"'-
By its application filed November 21, 1968·" The Yes,tern 

" .... " 

Pacific Railroad Company requests authority to construct a track 

at grade across Illinois Street and across a jointly owned track 

of The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company 2:1d. the 

Southern Pacific Company, and also across Marin Street in the 

City and County of San Francisco. 

By an interim order as set forth in Decision No'. 76094 

dated August 26~ 1969) and as amended by Decision No-. 76550 dated 

December 16, 1969, construction of the track was authorized·· and 

the issue relating to the protection necessary for the Marin Street 

Crossing (No. 2SF-l.88) was deferred pending heartn~ .. 

Public hearing was held before Examiner Daly on 

December 18, 1969, at San Francisco and the matter was subm1tted~ 
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The purpose of the track is to serve the Army Street 

Terminal of the Port of San Francisco. The crossing of Marin Street 

(at the intersection ~r.Lth Illfnois'Street) is approximately sixty-six 

feet in wid~. Illinois Street is unpaved and accommodates three 

tracks which are jOintly used by The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 

Railway Company and the Southern Pacific Company. ~. addition to 

said tracks there exists the newly ~onstructed track (Decisions 

Nos. 76094 and 76550) whiCh diverges southeasterly across· Mar~ 

Street on a curve and serves the Transit: Sheds and piers of the· 

Army Street Terminal. 

The present protection at the Marin' Cross~ consists of' 

two Standard No.1 reflectorized crossing signs, which The Western 

Pacific Railroad Company and the City of San Francisco believe is 

adequate. The staff, however, recOUlmends that automatic protection 

be installed a.t this crossing consisting of. two Standard No. S 

flashins light s:tgo.als with additional light signals mounted' on 

cantilevered arms. 

Althougn the Western Pacific Railroad Company made no 

traffic count, its representative was of the opinion that because 

of infrequent and slow (six miles per hour) switching movements 

and l!ght traffic conditions the existing protection is adequate. 

The City and County of San Francisco conducted two traffic counts, 

one on }If.ay 26~ 1969 and the other on December 4, 1969. Each co~t 

covered a twenty-four hour period. the May count indicated a 

~otal of 703 vehicles crossed Illinois Street along Marin Street 

into the Port area and 218 vehicles crossed in the opposite 

direction. The December count indicated 826 vehicles crossed in­

bOlmd and 218 crossed outbound. the imbalance was attributed to 

the fact that it is more accessible to enter the Port area by 

Marin Street and to exit by Army Street. 
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The staff conducted a twenty-four hour traffic count 

on December 10, 1969 and December 11, 1969, which indicated a 

total of 1,330 vehicles traversed the crossing. At present, six 

train moves traverse the crossing daily and additional moves are 

req~ed in switChing the spur track servtng Reynolds Aluminum 

Products Distributors. It ,is the opinion of the staff witness 

that the vehieular use and train movements will increase in pro­

portion to the future activities of the 'port> which is presently 

being affected by a tea~ters' strike. 

Aeeord:lng to the staff witness, vehicles approaching. the 

crossing have a restricted view condition' in three of the four 

quadrants. Eastbo\Dld vehicles have a restricted view to the 

southeast due to the Reynolds Aluminum Products Distributors' 

building in the southwest quadrant and the Peninsula 011 Company , . 

building in the north'to7est quadrant. 

After consideration the Commission finds that: 

1. Pursuant to Commission authorization a track was recently 

constructed which crosses Marin Street' in the City and County of 

san Francisco and serves the Army Street Terminal of the Port of 

San F:raneiseo. 

2. Crossing No. 2SF-l.88 is presently protected by tw~' 

Standard No. 1 crossbucks) reflectorized. 

3. Approximately 1,000 vehicles use the crossing daily and • 

switching movements are conducted at said crossing at least six 

times .a day. 

4. Visibility is impaired at three <J,uadrsnts of said 

crossing. 

The Commission concludes that two Standard No.8, 

flashing. light signals with additional flashing light signals 
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m~unted on cantilevered arms should be installed at: Crossing 

No .. 2SF-l.88. One-half of the cost thereof silall be paid' by: 

!he v1cstern Pacific Railroad Company and one-half shall 

be paid by ehe' City and County of s.an:" Francisco. One-half of the 

City aud County of S~ Francisco's cost (not to exceed one-quarter 

of tile total cost) is eligible' to be reimbursed from the Cotmnis­

sionts Cros.s.1ng Protection Fund upon proper filing, of au Allocation 

Request. 

ORDER .-.-...----

IT IS' ORDERED that wi't'.!:1in one hundred and eighty days 

after the effective date hereof: 

1. The We.::;.tern Pacifie Railro~d Com?sny z1'13111:1sto3.11 two 

Standard No. S flashing light signals (General Order No. 75-B) 

...... "ith addi~ional flashing sig:lals mounted on C3lltilev3red arms-at 

Crossing No. 2SF-l.8$. 

2. "!he Western Pacifie Railroad. Company shall pay" 

on~-half of th~ cost of the insta1lationand maintenance of 

the automatic protection provided for in o~dering paragraph 1 

hereof omd o!le-~lf of said cost shall be paid for by the C1tyand 

County of san Francisco. 'rb.e City's share of maintenanee shall be' 

paid pursuane to the provisions of Section :i.202.2 of the Public 

Utilit:r..~s Code. 
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3. Within 1:hirty days after completion pursuant 'to this 

o:rder, The Western Pacific Railroad Company shall so advise' this 

CoQmission in writing. 

The effective dace of this order shall be' twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at ____ - ... San---F-'raD-clII(-d----> California, this 

I~~ FEBRUAR~ /" v day of 7 1970. . . ------------------ ~ 

blJd' ~H / '> ~~. ',I '-. 
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