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Decision No. 26956 

nEFORE 1m! Po:aLJ:C 'O'l'ILJ:TIES COZ1MISSJ:ON OF THE STATE OF CAL.IFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
National Motor F.reight Traffic ) 
Association~ Inc., Agent, for and ) 
on behalf of cert;o.i::l, highway COtn- ) 

mon c~iers and express cOr.?Ora- ) 
tions, for authority to mGke ) 
various revisions in National Motor ) 
'Freight Classification A-10. ) 

In the Matter of the Investigation ) 
into the rates, rules, regulations, ) 
eha.rqes, allo" .... ances and practices ) 
of aJ.l common carriers, highway ) 
carriers and ci~ carriers relat- ) 
ing to the transportation of any ) 
and all commodities between and ) 
within all points and places in ) 
the State of California (including, 1 
~~t not limited to, transportation ) 
for which rates are provided in ) 
Mi:l:i:l:m:Im Ra. te Tz.riff No.2).. ) 

Application No. 51717 
(Filed February 20 J 1970) 

Case No. 5432 
(Petition for Modification' 

No. 5,75-) 
(Filed February 20~ 1970) 

And. Related Matters ) Cases Nos. 543$ ,,5439 ~ " 5441;;, 
) 5603 and 7SSa: 
) (Petitions' for' Modifica.tion ' 
) Nos. 143, 112' .•. lS7'~" 82. and 
) 70, resPectively) . 

(Filed February 20~ 1970), 

OPINION A;m OiIDER 

Various common earriers engaged in intrastate transporta~ 

tion within california participate in National Motor Freight Clas­

sification A-10, hereinafter referred to as the Governing Classifi­

cation... for class ratings and other provisions. Also:, certain 

COmmission min~um rate tariffs are'subjeet to the class ratings 

anQ/or other provisions of suCh classification • 
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By Application No. 5l717~ National Motor Freight Traffic 

Assoeiation~ Ine.~ Agent~ seeks authority~ on behalf of such common 

earriers~ to pUblish ~ecific revisions in the Governing Classifica­

tion to beeome effective April 23~ 1970~ concurrently with the 

national effective date for such revisions. l By the above petitions, 

California Truc~g Association seeks to have the ratings and other 

provisions in the Governing Classification similarly revised to 

govern the minimum rates and rules in certain Commission minimum. 

rate tariffs.
2 

Petitioner requests that all common carriers be 

directed to establish in their respective tariffs such modifications 

~s may be prescribed by the Commission's order in these proceedings, 

including relief from the long- and short-haul provisions of 

Section 460 of the Public Utilities COde. 

Applicant and petitioner~ hereinafter referred to as 

applicants". state that the Governing Cl~ssification. is periodically 

revised to meet the changing needs of commerce.. Applicants aver 

that the procedures available to shippers and carriers to· initiate 

such revisions.t to participate in their disposition and to protect 

their interests are generally known to the carriers and shippers. 
,. 

Applicants allege that the sousht revisions havo been ~uthorized by 

1 
The changes, which are provided in Supplement 33 to' the·. Governing 
Classification~ are set forth in Exhibit A and the related justifica­
tions are set forth in Exhibit B, both of which are attached to- the 
application. 

2 
The tariffs are Minimum Rate Tariffs Nos. 1-B (East :s"'y Drayage) , ... 
2 (General Commodities Statewide), S (Los An9'elesOrayag~)~ 9-S 
(San Diego Drayage)" ll-A (Uncrated New Furniture Statewide) :lnd 
19 (San Francisco D.ca~·<t.9'(Jo-) .and F.xccpcion :Ratings T«:Iriff No,. l~ 

-2-



e 
A. S1717~ c. 5432 (Pet. 575) et al. - pq 

the National Classification Board~ after clue process, ancl are gener-

ally schcQuled to'b~come effectivo April 23~ 1970, for tariffs 

covering areas other than California and that such revis.ions~ if· 

authorizcd~ would permit maintenance of unifor.mity of classifica-

tion provisions between california and the' rest of the nation. 

A review of applicants· proposed revisions indicates that 

they pertain principally to (1) format of clas:::ification;,' (2) co­

reetion of publishing errors and omissions;" (3) clarification of 

existing descriptions of articles;, (4) cancellation of obso·lete 

provisions~ and (5) establishment of specific ratings· for new-ly 

designed or manufactured articles. Such changes are within the 

framework of the criteria heretofore announced by this Commission 

for establishing revisions in the Governing Classification on 

California intrastate traffic.3 

Applicants suggcst, to protect the interests of all parties, 

that the effective date of any order issued herein should, be' thirty 

days after the date of this decision. This woulc1 provide ample 

opportunity for any interested party to advise applicants and the 

commission concerning those items which might require separate 

and further consideration without unduly delaying the effectiveness 

of the great body of classification changes which, applicants 

assert~ are neccssa~ and desirable,. and concerning which there is 

no question or dispute. 

Copies of the application and petitions were mailod t~ 

various chambers of commerce, shipper organizations,.. carrier 

representatives and other interested parties on or about February 20, 

1970. The application and petitions were listed on the Commission's 

Daily Calendar of February 25, 1970. No objection to the granting 

of the application anQ ~etitions has been received. 

3Sce Decisi~··;~.:-·~S3;~7n Ca~ ;;:--~-3'~:-;; aI.1' 63· Cal.l?".tT.C'. 728: .. 
and Decision No. 68711 inCase No. 5432" et a1." 64 Cal.P.U.C. 146. 
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The Transportation Division staff has reviewed the appli­

cation and petitions and recommends that they be g'ranted by an ex 

parte order. 

In the circumstances" it appears" and the Commission 

finds, thai:: 

1. The proposed classification revisions set forth in· 

Application No. 51717 are reasonable and" to the extent that said 

ratings and rules will result in. increases" such increases are 

justified. 

2. The proposed rating'S and rules which applicant will 

be authorized to establish,. except to the extent that sa.id rating'S 
I 
" and rules are different from and are superseded by present excep-

tions eontained in the respective minimum rate tariffs and the 

governing exception ratings tariff, are suitable t~ govern the 

minimum rates established by the Commission. 

3. The rates and charges resulting from the application 

of the aforesaid ratings and rules are, and for the future will 

be" the just" reasonable and nondiscriminatory minimum rates for 

the transportation of property by highway carriers sUbject to the 

applicable minimum rate tariffs. 

Based on the above findings~ the Commission conc·ludes. 

that the proposed classification chanses set forth in Application 

No. 51717 should be authorized, ane that such ratings and rules 

should be adopted and approved" to the extent indicated in the. 

ensuing order" to govern the minimum rates established by the 

Commission. The Commission further concludes that the invo,lved 

participating common carriers in applicant's National Motor Freight 

Classifieation A-10 should be authorized to depart from the pro­

visions of Section 460 of the Public utilities Code, to the. extent 

necessary to adjust long- and short-h~ul departures now maintained 

under outstanding authorizations. The order whieh follows should 
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~ made effective thirty days after the date hereof ana the earliest 

effective date of Supp:s.ement 33 to the Governing Classification 

should be April 23, 1~70. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. National Y~tor Freight ~raffic Association, Inc., 

Agent, on behalf of the involved common carriers partic'ipating in 

National Motor Freight Classification A-10, is authorized to 

establish and pUblish the classification ratings and rules set 

forth in Application No. 51717 to become effective not earlier 

t.l".;tn Aj,'ril 23, 1970, on not less than five days r notice to, the 

Commission and to the pUblic. 

2. Except as ot.herwise p:rovided in Ordering paragraph. (s­

hereof, the classification ratings and rules authorized herein are 

bpproved and adopted as the just, reasonable and nondiscriminatory 

ratings and rules to govern the minimum rates and rules promulgated 

by the Co::nm.ission in Minimum Rate 'rlU:iffs Nos. l-:e, Z,. $, 9-.B, 

11-A <lnd l~. 

3. Tariff pUblications required to' be made by common 

carriers as a result of Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof shall be made 

effective April 23, 1970~ on not less than five days' notice to 

the Commission ano to the public and tariff publications which 

are authorized but not required to' be made by common ca:r~iersas 

a result of Ordering paragraph 2 hereof may be made effective not 

earlier than April 23~ 1970, and may be maoeeffective on not less 

than five days' notice to the,Commission and to- the public if 

filed not later than June Z2, 1970. 
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4. The classification ratinqs and rules authorized to­

be established by Ordering paragraph 2 hereof are authorized to 

be m.ade applicable also for the -;ransportation of: 

(a) Commodities for which minimum 
rates have not been established" or 

(b) Commodities which are subject to 
higher rates than, or more restrictive 
provisions than, the minimum rates or 
provisions otherwise applicable, or 

(c) Commodities for which rates have been 
established based upon Minimum Rate 

"Tariffs Nos. l-B, 2, 5, 9-:e, 1l-1>. OUld 19_ 

S. Any provisions currently maintained in common carrier 

tariffs which are more restrietive than". or which proauce'cbarges 

qreater than, those contained in Minimum Rate Tariffs Nos. 1-:8,·2, 

5, 9-B, ll-A and 19 and Exception Rating'S Tariff No. 1 are­

authorized to be maintained in conn~-tion with the ratings and 

rules author~zed and directed to be established herein. 

6. Except as provided in Ordering Paragraph 5 hereof, 

co~on carriers are not authorized to pUblish ratings and rules 

which are different froIn, a.."ld are superseded :by, present exceptions 

contained in Exception Ratings Tariff No. 1 and Minimum R~te 

~ariffs Nos. l-S, 2, 5, 9-B~ ll-A and 19. 

7. Common carriers, in estWlishin9' and maint3ining the 

ratings and rules a.uthorized hereinzlbove, are hereby authorized' 

to depart from the provisions of section 460 of the Public 

Utilities Code to the extent necessary to a~just 10n9'- and short­

haul d~u.res now mai.nto;DAd under outstanding author;i.z'ations:. 
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such outstanding authorizations are hereby modified only t() the 

extent necessary to comply with this orderr and schedules contain-· 

ing the ratin9s and rules pUblished under this authority shall 

make reference to the prior orders authorizing 10ng- and short-haul 

depa~tures and to this order_ 

The effective date of this order shall be thirty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at san Francisco,. California., this __ '''"~_~ __ day of 
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