BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Decision No. 26Q56

In the Mattexr of the Application of
National Motor Freight Trxaffic
Association, Inc., Agent, for and
on behalf of certain highway com—
mon carriers and express <orpora-
tions, for authority to make
various revisions in National Motor
Freight Classification A-10.

Application No. 51717
(Filed February 20, 1970)

In the Mattex of the Investigation
into the rates, rules, regulations,
charges, allowances and practices
of 2l1)] common carrxiers, highway
carxiers and city carriers relat-
ang to the tramsportation of any
and all commodities between and
within all points and places in
the State of California (including,
but not limited to, transportation
for which rates are provided in
Miaimum Rate Texriff No. 2).

Case No. 5432
(Petition for Modification:
. No. 57%5)

(Filed February 20, 1970)

And Rejated Matters Cases Nos. 5435, 5439, 5441,
5603 and 7858 =
(Petitions for Modification
Nos. 143, 112,.187; 82 and
- 70, respectively)
(Filed February 20, 1970):
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)
)
)
)
)
)
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OPINION AND ORDER

Various common carriers engaged in intxastate transporta-
tion within Califormia participate in National Motox Fréight Clas—~
sification A~10, hereinafter referred to as the Governing classifi-
cation, for class ratings and other provisions. Also, certain
Commission minimum rate tariffs are subject to the class'ratiﬁqs

and/ox otherjprovisions of such clasgsification.
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By Application No. 51717, National Motor Fréight.'rzy.';affic
Association, Inc., Agent, seeks authority, on behalf of such common
carriers, to publish specific revisions in the Governing Classifica-
tion to become effective April 23, 1970, concurrently with\the"
national cffective date for such revisions_l By the.above‘pefitions,’
California Trucking Association seeks to have the ratings ahd other
provisions in the Governing Classification similariy ré§ised o
govern the mirnimum rates and rules in certain Commission minimum
rate tariffs.2 Petitioner requests that all commoh‘carriers be
dirccted to establish in their respective tariffs such moaifications
as may be prescribed by the Commission's order in these prdcecdings,
including relief from the long- and short-haul provisions of
Section 460 of the pPublic Utilities Code.

Applicant and petitioner, hereinafter referred'tohas“
applicants, state that the Governing classification.is‘periodicaily
revised to meet the changing needs of commerce. Appiicaats aver
that the procedures available to shippers and carriers‘to-ihitiate
such revisions, to participate in their dispesition and to protecﬁ

their interests are generally known to the carriers and shippers.

Applicants allege that the sought revisions have been autho:izéd by

1 o
The changes, which are provided in Supplement 33 to the Governing
Classification, are set forth in Exhibit A and the related Justifica-

tions are set forth in Exhibit B, dboth of which are attached to the
application. o

2 N
The tariffs are Minimum Rate Tariffs Nos. 1-B (Bast Bay Drayage),
2 {(General Commodities Statewide), 5 (Los Angeles Drayage). 9-B
(San Diego Drayage), ll-A (Uncrated New Furniture Statewide) and
19 (San Francisco Drayage) and Fxception Ratings Tariff No. l.




the National Classification Board, after due ﬁrocess,'andvaré gener-
ally scheduled to become cffective April 23, 1970; foi carifis
covering areas othexr than California and that such revisions, if
authorized, would permit maintenance of uniformity of c¢lassifica-
tion provisions between California and the rest of the hatioh.

A review of applicants' proposed revisions indicates that
they pertain principally to (1) format of classifiéation% (2) co-
rection of publishing errors and omissions: (3) clarificatidn~of‘
existing descriptions of articles; (4) cancellation of obsblete
provisions; and (5) establishment of specifinratihgs5for‘newly
designed or manufactured articles. Such changes are withiﬁ the
framework of the eriteria herxetofore announced by this Commission
for establishing revisions in the Governing Classificatidn on . |
California intrastate traffic.3 |

aApplicants suggest, to protect the interests of all parties;‘
that the effective date of any oxder issﬁedrherein shotldqbe-thirty“
days after the date of this decision. Tﬁis would‘provide amp1e
opportunity for any interested party to adviseﬂapplicants and.fhe
Commission concerning those items which might rquiré‘separ&té
and furthex consideration without unduly delaying the éffeétiQeness
of the great body of classification changes which, applic§nts'
assert, arec necessary and desirable, aﬁd concerning whichﬁtﬁere is

no question or dispute.

Copies of the application and petitions were mailed to

- various chambers of commerce, shipper organizations, carrier
representatives and other interested parties on or about February-zo,
1970. The application and petitions were listed on the Cohmission's
Daily Calendar of Fébruary 25, 1970. No oﬁjectio; to the graﬁﬁing
of the application and petitions has been received. |
3See Decision Nb:m68324 in Casc No. 5455, et al., 63 Cal.P.U.C. 7285

and Decision No. 68711 in Case No. 5432, et al., 64 Cal.P.U.C. 146.

-3-
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The Transportation Division staff has reviewed the appli-
cation and petitions and recommends that they be grantcé by an ex .
parte order. |

In the circumstances, it appears, and“the'Commission _
finds, that::

1. The proposed classification revisions set forth in
Application No. 51717 are reasonable and, to the extent that séid
ratings and rules will result in increases, such increases are
justified. |

2. The proposed ratings and rules which applxcant wxll
be authormzed to establish, except to the extent that saxd ratxngs
and rules are different from and are superseded by present excepl
tions contained in the'respective minimum rate tariffs and:the
governing exception ratings tariff, are suitable to govern the
minimum rates established by the Commission.

3. The rates and charges resulting from.the‘application
of the aforesaid ratings and xules arxe, and for the future will
be, the just, reasonable and nondiscriminatory minimum fates‘for
the transportation of property by highway carriefs‘subjeét to the
applicable minimum rate tariffs.

Based on the above findings, the Commission concludes:
that the proposed classification changes set forth—in‘App}ication
No. 51717 should be authori#ed, and that such‘rétings and rules
should be adopted and approved, to the extent‘indicaﬁed in the
ensuing order, to govern the minimum rates established by the
Commission. The Commission further concludes that the involved
participating common carriers in applicant's National Moto; Freight
Classification A-10 should be authorized to depart from the pro-
visions of Section 460 of the Public Utilities Code, to the extent

necessary to adjust long~ and short<haul departures now maintained

under outstanding authorizations. The oxder which followé‘should

G
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bc made effective thirty days after the date hereof and the earlieét
effective date of Supplement 33 to the Governing Classification
skould be April 23, 1970. |

IT IS ORDERED that:

l. National Motor Freight T;affic Association, Inc.,
Agent, on behalf of the involved common carriers parficipating in
National Motor Freight Classification A-10, is authorized to
establish and publish the classification ratings and rules set
forth in Application No. 51717 to become effective not earlie:
than April 23, 1970, on not less than five days' notice to the
Commission and to the public.

2. Except as otherwise provided in Ordering Paxagraph 6
hexeof, the classification ratings and rﬁles authorized herein are
2pproved and adopted as the just, reasonable and nondiscriminatory
ratings and rules to govern the minimum rates and rules promulgated
by the Commission in Minimum Rate Tariffs Nos. 1-B, 2, S, 9=B,

11-A and 9. |

3. Tariff publications required to be made by_cbmmon

carriers as a result of Oxdering Paragraph 2 hereof shail,be made
cffective April 23, 1970, on not less than five days' notice to
the Commission and to the public and tariff publications which

are authorized but not required to be made by common carriers as
3 result of Ordering Paragraph 2 hercof may be made effective not
ecarlier than April 23, 1970, and may be made*effect;ve on not.less
than five days' notice to the Commission and to the public if

£iled not later than June 22, 1970.
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4. The classification ratings and rules authorized to
' be established by Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof are authorized to
be made applicable also for the transportation of:

(a) Commodities for which minimum
rates have not been established, or

(b) Commodities which are subject to
higher rates than, or more restrictive
provisions than, the minimum rates or
provisions otherwise applicable, or

(¢) Commodities for which rates have been

cstablished bascd upon Minimum Rate
“Pariffs Nos. 1-B, 2, 5, 9-B, 1ll-d and 19.

5. Any provisions currently maintained in common c;rrier_
tariffs which are more restrictive than, or which prpdﬁcéfcharges
greater than, those contained in Minimum Rate Tariffs Nos. 1-B, 2,
S, 9B, 11-3 and 19 and Bxception Ratings Tariff No. 1 are
‘authorized to be maintained in connection with the ratings and
rules authorazed and directed to be established herein.

6. Except as provided in Ordering faragraph 5 hereof,
common carriers are not authorized to #ublish ratings and rules
which are different from, and are superéeded bf} preéent exceptions
contained in Exception Ratings Tariff No. 1 and Minimum Rate
Tariffs Nos. 1-B, 2, 5, 9-B, 11-A and 19. |

7. cOmmon‘carriers, in establishing and maintaining tpe
ratings and rules authorized hereinabove, are hereby authorized
to depart from the provisions of Section 460 of the Public
Utilities Code to the extent necessary to adjust long-'andvshortf‘

haul departures now maintained under outstanding authorizations:
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such outstanding authorizations are hereby modified- oni'y to the
extent necessary to comply with this order; and schedules contain-’
ing the ratings and rules published undexr this authérity‘ shall
make reference to the prior orders authorizing long- and short-haﬁl |
departures and to this orderx. o
The effective date of this order shall be thirty days
after the date hereof. o _ |
Dated at San Francisco, California, thié '/2‘z . day of - '
March, 1970. |




