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Decision No. _--J77 ........ 0~S_8"--___ _ 

BEFORE mE PUBLIC UTn.ITIES COMMISSION OF 'XHE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ~ 
AIR CALIFO~ for a Certificate of 
Public Convenience and Necessity to 
provide air service between Pa~ ~ 
Springs,. on the one hand, and San 
Jose/OakJ.a:rJ.d/San Francisco, on the 
other hand. ) 

) 

Application No,. 51194 

ORDER TEMPORARILY MODIFYING 
OPERATING AU1110RITY 

By Decision No~ 76397 dated November 4, 1969, applicant Air 

California (AC) was authorized to provide service as a passenger air 

carrier between Palm. Springs Municipal Airport, on the one hand, and 

San Jose Municipal Airport, Oakland International Airport and San 

Francisco Internationa.l Airport, on the othe: hand. 

Petition fo: Rehearing was filed by protestant W~sternAir 

Lines, Inc. 0i1AL) on November'14, 19690 Said petition was denied by 

Decision No. 76651 dated January 6, 1970. Service was commenced by AC' 

to and frOQ Palm. Springs on December 10, 1969. 

On March 23, 1970, the Corcmission docketed a Petition for 

Modification of Decision filed by ACby which it seeks teMporary 

authority for a. si..~ weel( period to provide its Palm Sl?rings service to 

the Bay Area points 'by way of any of' the Southern California. points it 

no'to1 serves (Ontario Inte.--nat:ional Airport and Orange County Airport) 0 

Decision No. 76397 presently prohibits operations from being,coneuctcd 

in such a mam:.er" 

The reason assigned by AC in its petition is a 

.... thrust reverser 1.':lodifica~ion progr~ in its six Boei~ 737 

jets. tI This program will remova from service o:::te of the jet air­

craft operated byAC for a one week.period for each aircraft 
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from April 20" 1970, through May 28" 1970. To enable AC to continue 

providing substantially the number of schedules it is presently opera­

ting, it seeks the instant temporary modification of its operating 

authority. 

WAL in a four page doclJment filed as aP'rotest by the Commis­

sion on March 23, 1970" objects to the grant of the temporary modifica­

tion requested by AC. WAL assigns as reasons for its' protest that AC 

knew of the necessity for the engineering program at the time of its 

orig;i na] application but did not inform the Commission or the parties; 

tha~ AC has requested and been authorized to raise ies fares for Palm 

Springs service subsequent to the original application while relying on 

low fares as a reason for entry into the market; that AC has not indi­

cated what its scheduling will 'be; and that AC is actually attemp.t::Lng 

;to conduct operation beyond the scheduling capability of its. aircraft 

fleet. 

On March 31" 1970, AC filed a "Reply of Applicant to Protest 

of Western Airlines "to Petit::l.on for Modification of Decisionu , it is 

clear from the Reply of AC that the service contemplated' in its 

Peti~ion for Modification will meet the numerical minimum established by 

the Commissi;'n in Decision No. 76397, only the route will be affected, 

i.e., one more step will be added for a six week period:. 'AC in its 

March 31, 1969 reply also responds adequately to the other ol>j.ections 

of WAL. 

We do not view the Petition of AC as one requesting. new opcr­

.:leU!g eutilotity or as requir'f...ng hearing. The tempo~ilry nature of the 

request and the reasons assigned therefor make the authorization thereof 

reaso:lable ar.d in the public interes t. It is clcer ~t ~j:thout ~uch 

tempor~-y authority AC would reduce se=vice at Palm Spx:inge or other of 

its service points below that required in the public interest but 

v.~thin the minimum. limitation of its operating authority. 
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Findings .. 

1. AC is 1.Uldertaking engineering modification of its six jet 

aircraft cOmtnencing April 20, 1970 and terminating 11ay 28,1970. 

2. The engineering modification of its aircraft requires that 

AC remove from. service one of such aircraft per week for the. period ' 

April 20, 1970 through May 28, 1970. 

3. .AC can operate its present routes with five j,et aircraft sub­

stantially maintaining its present schedules by providing Pa~ Springs­

Bay Area service through either Ontario Intern~tional Airport or Orange, 

County Airport. 

4. Substantial maintenance of its present schedules by AC· is in: 

the public interest. 

5. No h:u:m will be caused WAL by allo~l1ing AC to operate in the 

man:ler it herein requests on a temporary basis. 

6. Public hearing is not required in this' proceeding. Appli­

cant and protestant have each made their view clear to the Commission. 

7. the public interest req\!ires that the authority granted 

her~in be made effective ~ediately. 

Conclusion 

AC should be granted the temporary modification of opera~ins 

autOority it requests in its Petition of ~""'-rch 23, 1970" 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The restrictions set forth in Appendix A, Original Page l-A, 

of Decision No. 76397-'in Applie<:.t:i.on No. 51194 are temporarily :nodi­

fied to provide that Air California may., for the period April 20, 1970 

th=ot:.gh Iv".tay 28, 7 ... 970 operate its service between Palm 'Springs Munic-
-

ipcl Airpo:rt; on :he one h.an~ and San Joso" Municipal .6 .. irport,. Oakland 
, 

!nt:e:rna~io':lal Airpo:-:: and San Fr;;l.t:.ci~eo. International Airport, on the' 
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other han~ by way of ej,ther Oneario I't\f'AX'Jl.Q,t:lo~t Aiq,orc: or Orange 

County Airport provided, however, that no passengers may be transported 

solely between Palm Springs l~unicipa.l Airport, o~ the, one han~and , 
• "," I., . , ' ' . 

either Ontario Interna.tional AirpOr1: or Orange County Airpo,rt; on the 

o1:her hand. 
, , 

2. The authority granted in paragraph.l of this order'will 
, " 

expire effective May 29, 1970 at which time the restriction"set forth 

in Appendix 'A, Original Page l-~ of Decision ~o." 76397 will '~ediately 

again become effective'and will remain'in ftill force and effect. 

S. In all other respects Decision No. 76397 remains, in full 

force and effect. 

Tbe effective date of this order is the date hereof. 

Dated at ____ ..::SM:;;;.:...::Fr_wAn ... Ct!oIiiI\'!.IOIco~~, California" this /dtZ 

day of _____ A_P,;.,o,;RI __ l __ ~:t 1970. 

, , 

", ~: ,-
:.-,.'~. , ..," . 

":" j~ ,v I ""'-", .. 

CO,mmiSS1011&r J. P. VllleRs!n .. :rr., being 
n~cl!I~:'"~~i, .. t ... ~. f.'~t.. ~i(! !:;.ot 'PQrt1c1J)ato . ' 
in tho d1s,osition' otthis procood1ng., 
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