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Deci:;ion No. 77237 

BE~ORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Investigation ) 
of Nation~l Motor Freight Traffic ) 
Association, Inc., Agent, for and ) 
on behalf of certain highway com- ) 
mon carriers and express corpora- ) 
tions, for authority to make ) 
various revisions in National Motor ) 
Freight Classification A-ll. ) 

In the Matter of the Investigation 
into the rates, rules, regulations, 
charges, allowances and practices 
of all common carriers, highway 
carriers and city carriers relat­
ing to the transportation of any 
and all commodities between and 
within all points and places in 
the State of California (including, 
but not limited to, transportation 
for which rates are provided in 
Minimum Rate Tariff No.2). 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Application No. 51849 
(Filed April 27, 1970) 

Case No. 5432 
(Petition for Modification 

No·. 585) 
(Filed April 27, 1970) 

And Related Matters ) Cases Nos. 54':;5, 5439, 5441" 
) 5603, "7783, 7857 and 7858 
) (P~titions for Modification Nos. 
) 150, "118,. 194, 84, 26, 3-1 '~, 
) and 73, respectively) 
) (Filed April 27, 1970) 

OPINION AND ORDER 

V~rious common carriers engaged in intrastate transporta-

tion within California will part~cipate in National Motor Freight 

Cl~ssification A-ll, hereinafter rcferre~ to as the Governing Classi­

fication, for class ratings and other provisions effective June 11, 

1970. Also, certain Commission minimum rate tariffs will be subject 

to the class ratings and/or other provisions of such classification 

on such date. 
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By Application No. 51849, National Motor Freight Traffic 

Association, Inc., Agent, seeks authority, on behalf of such common 

carriers, to publish specific revisions in the Governing Classifi­

cation to become effective June 12, 1970, concurrently with the 

national effective date for such revisions. l By the above petitions~ 
California Trucking- Association seeks to have the ratings and other 

provisions in the Governing Classification similarly revised to 

govern the minimum rates and rules in certain COmmission minimum 

rate tariffs.
2 

Petitioner requests that all common carriers be 

directed to establish in their respective tariffs such modifications 

~s may be prescribed by the Commission·s order in these proceedings, 

including relief from the long- and short-haul provisions of 

Section 460 of the Public Utilities Code. 

Applicant and petitioner, hereinafter referred to as 

applieants, state that the Governing Classification is periodically 

revised to meet the changing needs of commerce. Applicants aver 

that the procedures available to shippers and carriers to initiate 

such revisions, to participate in their disposition ~nd to protect 

their interests are generally known to the carriers and shippers. 

Applieants allege that the sought revisions have been authorizee by 

1 

2 

-----------------------............... ------
The chang-es, which are provided in Supplement 1 to the Governing 
Classifieation, are set forth in Exhibit A and the related 
justificationsare set forth in Exhibit B, both of Which are 
attached to the application. 

The ~ariffs are Minimum Rate Tariffs Nos. l-B (East Bay Drayage), 
2 (General Commodities Statewide), S (LOS Angeles Drayage), 9-B 
(San Diego Drayage), ll-A (Unerated New Furniture St~tewide), 
14-)). (Agricultural Commodities Statewide), lS (Vehicle Unit Rates) 
ana 19 (San Francisco Drayage) and Exception Ratings Tariff 
t~o. 1. 
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the Nation~l Classification Board, after due process, ~nd are 

generally scheduled to become effective June 12, 1970, for tariffs 

covering areas other than California and that such revisions, if 

authorized, would permit maintenance of uniformity of elassifica­

tion provisions between California and the rest of the nation. 

A review of applicants' proposed revisions indicates that 

they pertain prinCipally to (1) format of classification: (2) cor­

rection of publishing errors and omissions~ (3) clarification of 

existing descriptions of articles; (4) cancellation of obsolete pro­

visions; and (5) establishment of specific ratings for newly 

designed or manufactured articles. Such changes are within the 

framework of the criteria heretofore announced by this Commission 

for establishing revisions in the Governing Classification on 

California intrastate traffic. 3 

Copies of the application and petitions were mailed to 

various chambers of commerce, shipper organizations, carrier 

representatives and other interested parties on or about April 24, 

1970. The application and petitions were listeCl on the Commission's 

Daily Ca1enClar of April 28, 1970. No objection to the granting of 

th~ application and pe'l:i'l:ions has been received. 

The Transportation Division staff has reviewed the 

application and petitions and recommends that they be granted by an 

ex parte order. 

In the circumstances, it appears, and the CommiSSion 
finds, that: 

1. The proposed classification revisions set forth in 

Application No. 51849 are reasonable and, to the extent that saidr~t­
ings and rules will result in increases, such increases are justif~~ 
--_._._ -_H--+ _______ _ 

3 
See Decision No. 68324 in Case No. 5432, at al_ I 63 Cal_p. '0' .. c. 728', 
and Decision No. 68711 in Case No. 5432, et al., 64 Cal.p.t1.C. 146. 
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2. The proposed ratings and rulos which ~pplicant will 

be authorized to establish, except to the extent that said ratings 

and rules a~e different from and are superseded by present excep­

tions contained in the respective minimum rate tariffs and the 

governing exception ratings tariff, arc suitable to govern the 

minimum rates established by the Commission. 

3. The rates and charqes resulting from the application 

of the aforesaid ratings a:nd rules are, and for the future will 

be, the just, reasonable and nondiscriminatory minimum rates for 

the transportation of property by highway carriers subject to the 

applicable minimum rate tariffs. 

Based on the above findings, the Commission concludes 

that the proposed classification changes set forth in Application 

No.. 51849 should be authorized" and that such ratings and rules 

should ~e adopted and approved, to the extent indieated in the 

ensuing order, to govern the minimum rates established by the 

Commission. The Commission further coneludes that tho inVOlved 

partieipating common carriers in applicant's National Motor Freight 

Classification A-ll should be authorized to dep~rt from the pro­

visions of Section 460 of the Public Utilities Code, to the extent 

necessary to adjust 10ng- and short-haul departures now maintained 

under outstandin~ authorizations. Minimum Rate Tariff No. 2 will 

be amended to reflect a change in an item number referenee therein 

to a commodity description in the Governing Classification. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. National Motor Frei~ht Traffic Association, Inc., 

Agent, on behalf of the involved common earriers participating in 

National Motor Freight Classifieation A-ll, is authorized to 

-4-



po.. 51849, C. 5432 (pet. 585) ct a1. - bj s 

establiSh and pUblish the classification ratinqs and rules set forth 

in Application No. 51849 to become effective not earlier than 

June 12, 1970, on not less than one day's notice to the Commission 

and to the pUblic. 

2. Except as otherwise provided in Ordering Paragraph 7 

hereof, the classification ratings and rules authorized herein arc. 

approved and ~dopted as the just, re~sonable and nondiscriminatory 

ratings and rules to govern the minimum rates and rules promulgated 

by the Commission in Minimum Rate Tariffs Nos. l-B, 2, 5·, g ... :s, 11-11., 

14-A, 15 and 19 .. 

3.. Minimum Rate Tariff No. 2 (Appendix A to Decision 

No. 31606, as amended) is hereby further amended by incorpor~ting 

therein, to become effective June 12, 1970, Fifth Revised Page 3l-B, 

attached h~r~to and by this reference maae a part hereof. 

4. Tariff pUblications required to ~e made by common 

carriers as a result of Ordering Paragraphs 2 and 3 hereof shall 

be made effective June 12, 1970, on not less than one day's notice 

to the Commission and to the public and tariff publiea'l:ions which 

are authorized but not required to be made by common carriers as a 

result of Ordering Paragraphs 2 and 3 hereof may bc made effective 

not earlier than June l2, 1970, and may be made effective on not 

less than one day's notice to the Commission and to the public if 

filed not later than August ll, 1970. 

5. The classification ratings and rules authorized to 

be established by Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof are authorized to be 

made applicable also for the transportation of: 

(a) Commodities for which minimum rates 
have not boon established, or 

-5-



e 
A. 51849, C. 5432 (pet. 58» ct ale - bj~ 

(b) Commodities which are subjeet to higher 
'rates than, or more restrictive provisions 
than, the minimum rates or provisicns 
otherwise applicable, or 

(e) Commodities for which rates have been 
established based upon Minimum Rate 
Tariffs Nos. 1-B, 2, 5, 9-B, ll-A, 14-A, 
lS and 19. 

6. Any provisions currently maintained in common 

carrier tariffs which are more restrictive than, or which produce 

charqe~ greater than, those contained in Min~um Rate ~ariffs 

Nos. l-B, 2, 5, 9-B, ll-A, 14-A,. 15 and 19 and Exception Ratings 

Tariff No.. 1 are authorized to be maintained in connection with the 

ratings and rules authorized and <:lirectcd' to be est~lished herein.' 

7. Except as provided in Ordering Paragraph 6 hereof, 

common carriers are not authoriZed to publish ratings and rules 

which are different from, and arc superseded by, present exceptions 

contained in Exception Ratings Tariff No. 1 and Minimum Rate Tariffs' 

Nos. l-B, 2, 5, 9-~, ll-A, 14-A, lS and 19. 

s. Common carriers, in establishing and maintaining the 

ratings and rules authorized hereinabove, are hereby authoriz~d 

to depart from the provisions of Section 460 of the Public Utilities 

Code to the extent necessary to adjust long- and short-haul 

departures now maintained under outstanding authorizations~ such 

outstanding ~uthorizations are hereby modified only to the extent 

necessary to comply with this order~ and schedules containing th~ 

ratings and rules pUblished under this authority shall make 

reference to the prior orders authorizing long- and short-haul 

departures and to this order. 
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May, 1970. 

The effective date of this order shall be June 11, 1970. 

Dated at San Francisco, California, this ~,r~ ~ay of 
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txCEP'rIONS TO COVERNIN(; CLASSIl"ICl\.'rXON N::D 
EXCZPTION' AA.1':DeS 'rArUF? (ConUn...,.eCl) 

(N~mbers within p4rentheaes imme4iately tollowin9 oommoClitie. shown below' refer 
to .uch cOmmodities as they 4ro Oe.cri~4 in the eorre.pondinq item numbers of 
the Coverninq C~AB.ification.) 

CARRIERS (tTSIm PACKAGES), Malt Bevero.t;e Or Cereal hverage, woo4en, metal, or 
WOOCI MCI l'I'IO.tAl cOmbin~. .I.lbj ect to Notes l. MCI 2, viz., 

Barrol. •• Half t\4rl'*la. Cukll. ~rum., Hoq.heaCla. Ke9'., P\l.nc:heon., 'r1erc: •• 
(2l720, 21740, 21760 or 2l780), 

aottl~ Carrier. (bottle earryinq bOxes Or crate. with perman.ntly tixe(! 
partitions) (40a83, 40SS5. 40890, 40900, 40910, 40920 or 40930), 

Bottle. (87680 Or 87700) (014,. cap4city not exeeeC!in9 One quart) in boxea, 
~arrel., Or in ~ul~ .eeuroly brace(!. 

Lea. truc~loa4----------------~-~--~--.------~----~-~ ____ . ___ -_______ M ___ _ 

'1'X'I.1clc:LoAd : 
~~mum We1qbt 20,000 poun~.----~-~-------------------M--------________ _ 

ti'(E)CutB (Preiqht), h&nCl, _tal (188560), lcnoekeC! Clown flat. wheels on or ott, 
subjeet to Note. 1, 2 -anCl 3. 
~.. t~ekloa~------.---~-----------~-__ w _____________________ • __________ _ 

(1) W:!.th truc:kl.oM .hi~nt" ot eommo4itio11 lIw>ject to th1a exception rating,. 
thor. My ~ inelu~04: 

Mal t Liquor.. viz .. J Ale, Seer, Porter or Stout (unfit tor hwnan con­
sumption), q\.Iantity not to exceeCI 2.000 poun4... 'rho wei9ht of .ueh 
MAlt Liquors (actual ..,.:!.~t of which mu.t ~ eert1fied to ~ the ship­
per on shipp11'lq orCIer) b not to be u504 in Cletemining the minim\lm 
truc:kloaCl ..,oiqht of the eont~iner. .hipped. 

(2) S1,Il)jeet to minimwn rate of 37 centll per hun4roCl pounCl. or actUAl Cla .. 55 
r4te 1oIh.1chever i. lOltler.. On continuous throuqh movement. on which e'hArq •• 
are ootaine4 ~ ~.e of eombinat1on. of SepArAtely e.tAb11_he6 rAte., the 
m1nimum rate stat04 Above .h4l1 apply, not in c:onnect:!.on ..,ith the 'eparate­
ly e.t&bli.h~4 tactor., but to tho total ot the c:ombineCl r~te applieAbl.e 
to the thro.U9h c:ontinuou. movement. 

NOtE l.--Applie. only on carrier. (useCl packaq •• ), .ec:on4h&n4, empty, re. 
turning, Or ~.n shippe4 tor return pay:!.nq load. Applie. only when return 
movement is OVlI:: same line, Or line., a. outbounCl movement, .I.lbjec:t to Xt<tYII NO. 
291 of th1. tariff, exc:ept aa proviCle(! in Note 2~ &nCl .Ubject al.o to •• ttmAteCl 
Wei9htll, if My, ..mic::h &::e publ..bheCl in the Govern:!.n9 Cla .. itic:ation .. 

~OTl: 2.--It the cha%'ge acc:ruinq un4er the ratint; in the Govern~ Clan:!.­
!ica~ion ill lower thAn th~ c:h&rqe ac:cru1nq un4er the exception rating conta.ineCl 
heroin, the lOltler c:harq. re.ult1nq from the Governinq Cla •• 1ficat:!.on ratinq 
..,ill apply .. 

*NotE 3.--Not Subject to Not. in Item 188~62 of the eovern1nq Cla..1fieation. 

~ ChMq& ) 
- M~:!.t:f.on , ~ecia1on No.. 77237 

Govern­
ine; 

C1uai .. 
fS.eation 

RAt1.n9. 
Appl.y 

(1)35.3 

(2) 

'0% of " 
,J331 

correction 2234 
ISSUED BY THE PUBLIC IJTI~ITIES COMMISSION O~ THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 

SAN I=RANCISCO, ,CA~IFORNIA. 
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