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Decision No. 77538 
-------------------

BEFORE THE P~~L!C UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE SZATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Petition of the p~ COMMUNITIES } 
COUNTY WATER. DISTRICT, a :Pol~,:~ical 
Subdivision, to have fixed the 
just compensation· to be paid for 
the Water System of the Randsburg 
Water Company-ehisting within tbe 
boundaries- of said district. 

Applica~ion No. 51726 
(Filed February 20, 1970) 

Palmer, Anderson and Stronge, by David t. Eckert, 
for Randsburg Water Company, respondent, real 
party in interest. 

Geor~i3 Dennis, for herself, respondent, real 
party in interest. 

Eu~ene A. Nezarek, for ~nd Communities County 
Water District, petitioner. 

Rarold F~ Schuetz, for S. A. Camp Pump Co., 
interested party. 

Cyril M .. · S:l::oY..:ln:o Counsel, fer the Comm1ssior. staff. 

RAnd ComQ~~ities County Weter District, a political sub

division, by a petition of the second class (Public Utilities Code 

Sections 1401-1421), seeks a determin3tion by the Commission of 

th~ just compc'C.satio'o, 1;0 be 'Paid for the dedicated lands, property 

a:l.d rights comprising the water system of the R-sndsburg Water 

Compauy, 3 corpo:ation. 

The district asser:s t~~t it intends to acqu~e by cminer.z 

do~in said system to provide water service to the communities of 

/'..toli.a~ Red Mount.n.i'O.~ JohAnnesbu=g and Randsburg, which cOm:I1unitiee 

a=e now served by respondent compa~y. 
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The Commission'iesued its Order to Show Cause" if any,. 

why the Commission should not proceed to fix just compens2tion. 

Hearing was held in Joh4nnesburg, California on April 7, 1970 

before Examiner Gilman. 

,. 

At the hearing it appeared that Georgia Dennis, who h.od 

not been named in or served with the original order, was a cl~i~nt_ 

Accordingly, an amended Order to Show ~usc was issued and served. : 

Hearing on the amended order was held on June 4, 1970 in San Fr~ncisco 

before the same Examiner, at which time Mrs. Dennis appeared. 

At the original hearing the company objected to the 

Commission's jurisdiction based on an .amendment to Section 1403 

of the Public Utilities Code. That amendment would ~ve required the 

consent of the utility concerned as a prerequisite to the exercise 

of Commission jurisdiction to determine just compensatiOn (Stats. 

1969 C.855). However., that amendment was to become effectiv~ only 

upon the passage of ?roposition 3 in the June 2,. 1970 election. 

That proposition was defeated. The amendment never becameeffeetiv~ 

cnd we therefore conclude that the objection is without merit. 

Respondent eompcny made a motion thAt petitioner be 

req~ircd to f~ish security for company's legal expenses iu the 

event the acquisition is not completed (Section l415 Public Utili;;i~s 

Cod~). We conclude that this motion is pre~ture and that it should 

be denied without prejudice. 

We fu~ther conclude that no c~use has been shown why the 

Commission should not proceed to he~r the petition and f1~ the jU3t 

eompens4tion for tbe propereies ceseribec in ?~r~grsph XI!Iof:th~ 

p~t:itio:.. 
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O-R DE R 
~- ............. , 

IT IS KEREBY ORDERED that: 

1. The objection .of Randsburg 'VIa.tor Company 1:.0 the C.ommissio:l's 

jurisdiction is .overruled·. 

2. The m.oti.on .of Randsburg .. Water C.ompany f.or security for its 

legal expenses is denied without prejudice. 

3.. Further heari~s for the purpose .of fixing the just 

ccmpensation tc be p~id for the pr.ope:oties described in paragraph 

XIII .of the petition he:oein shall be held at .a date and place to 

be set. 

The effective date .of this .order shDll be the date' bere.of. 

Dated at San ~.~~ 7 Calif.ornia, this ~rtl.-. 
03Y .of -----~J~y*I:""'¥----' 1970. 
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