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Decision No. __ 7 .... 7L..1o.OSLlo6 ... 1 ..... __ _ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE' OF CALIFORNIA 

~n the Matter of the Investigation ) 
of National Motor Freight Tra.ffic ) 
Association" Inc." A;ent, for and ) 
on behalf of certain highway com- ) 
mon carriers and express c:orpora- ) 
tions" for authority to make ) 
various revisions in National Motor ) 
Freight Classification A-ll. ) 

In the Matter of the Investigation ) 
into the rates, rules, regulations" ) 
Charges" allowances and practices ) 
of all common carrieX's, highway ) 
carriers and city carrieX's relating ) 
to the transportation of '~Y and ) 
all commodities between and wi thin ) 
all points and places in the State ) 
of California (including" but not ) 
limited to, transportation for ) 
whic·h rates are provided in ) 
Minimum Rate Tariff No.. 2). ) 

Application No. 52014 
(Filed July 2, 1970) 

Case No. 5432 
(Petition for Modification 

No. 591) 
(Filed July ~, 1970) 

And Related Matters, ) cases Nos. 5435, 5439, 5441, 
) 5603, '77S3,7SS·7and 7858· . 
) (petitions for· Modification; Nos. 
) 153, 121, 198, ,as, 3~, 34 . 
) and 76, respectively), 
) (Filed July Z, 19,70:) 

OPINION ANI> ORDER 

Various common carriers engaged in intrastate transporta

tion within California participate in National Motor Freight C1~s

sification A-ll, hereinafter referred to as the Governinq Classifi

cation" for class ratings and other provisions. Also, certain 

Commission min~um rate tariffs are subject to the class ratinqs 

and/or other provisions of suCh classification. 

By Application No·. 52014" National Motor Freight Traffic 

Association~ Inc., Agent, seeks authority, on behalf of such common 

carriers, to publish specific revisions in the Governing Classifica

tion to become effective Septembar 2', 1970, concurrently with the-
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national effective date for such revisions.1 By the above petitions, 

california TruCking Association seeks to have the ratinqs and other 

provisions in the Governing Classification similarly revised to:.' 

govern, the minimum rates and rules in certain commission minimum 

rate tariffs. 2 Petitioner requests that all common carriers be 

directed to establish in their respective tariffs such modifications 

as may be prescribed by the Commission's order in these.proceeding's, 

including relief from the long- and short-haul provisions 0·£ Sect·ion 

460 of the Public Utilities Code. 

Applicant and petitioner, hereinafter referred to as 

applicants, state that the Governing Classification is periodically 

revised to meet the changing n~eds of commerce. Applicants aver 

that the procedures available to shippers and carriers to initiate 

such reviSions, to participate in their disposition and to protect 

their interests are generally known to the carriers and shippers. 

Applicants allege that the sought revisions have been authorized by 

the National Classification Board, after due process, and are 

generally scheduled to, :become effective September 2, 1970, for tariffS 

coverinq areas other than California and that such'revisions, if 

authorized, would permit maintenance of Uniformity of classification 
I 

provisions between California and the rest of the nation. 

1 The changes, whiCh are providea in Supplement 7 to the Governing 
Classification, are set forth in EXhibit A and the related 
justifications are set forth in Exhibit B, both of whiCh'are 
attached to the application. 

2 the tariffs are Minimum Rate Tariffs Nos. l-B (East Bay Drayaqe), 
2 (General Commodities Statewide), S (Los An~eles Prayase), 9-B 
(San Diego Drayage), ll-A (Uncrated New Furniture Statewide), 
14-A (Agricultural Commodities S,tatewidc), 15 (Vehicle Unit Rates) 
and 19 (san Francisco Drayage) and Exception Ratings T~riff 
No.1. 
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A review of applieants' proposca rovisions indic~tos that 

they pertain principally to (1) format of classification; (2) eor

rection of publishing errors and omissions; (3) clarification of 

existing descriptions of articles; (4) cancellation of obsolete pro

visions; and (5) establishment of specific ratings for newly de

signed or manuf~ctured articl¢s.3 Such changes arc within the 

framework of the criteria heretofore announced by this Commission 

for establishing revisions in the Governing Classification on 

California intrastate traffic.4 

Copies of the application and petitions were mailed to 

various chambers of commerce, shipper organizations, carrier 

representatives and other interested parties on or about July 2', 

1970. The application and petitions were listed on the Commission's 

Daily calendar of July 6, 1970. No objection to the granting of the 

application' and petitions has been received. 

The Transportation Division staff 'has: reviewed the appli

cation and petitions and recommends that they be granted by ex parte 

order to the extent hereinafter indicated. 

:> 
Commission staff analysis reveals that, of the 184 revisions in 
qv.estion, 90 would result in increases, 20 in reductions and 74 in 
neither increases nor reductions. Of the 90 increases, 73 involve 
cancellation. of obsolete commodities an<3 modifica.tion of ratings 
and minimum ,"eights on certain commodities to reflect more aac-. 
quately their transportation characteristics and 17 involve changes 
incommodity descriptions. 

4 
See Decision NO. 68324 in case No. 5432", ct al., 63 Cal.P.O'.C. 72S, 
and Decision No. 68711 in Case No. 543,2, ct al. , 64 Cal.P.U.C. l46. 
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In the circumstances, it appears, and the ·Commission finds 

th~t: 

.1.. '!he C.O.D. rule revision sought J:Jy applicant, which 

would provide for the assessment of a charge of $5.00 per shipment 

for changing the sta.tus of a C .. O.D. shipment by increasing,reducing 

or cancelling the amount of the C.O.D., should be scheduled for 

public hearing_ 

2 _ Except as provided in Finding 1, the propo5~d cla53if1-. 

cation revisions set forth in Application NO. 52014 are reasonable 

and, to the extent that said ratings and rules will result in 

increases, such increases are justified. 

3. The proposed ratings and rules which applicant will be 

authorizod to estaalish, except to the extent that said ratings and 

rules are different from and are superseded by present exceptions 

contained in the respective minimum rate tariffs and the governing 

exception ratings tariff, are suitable to govern the minimum rates 

established by the Commission. 

4. Except as provided in Finding 1, the rates and charges 

resulting from the application of the aforesaid ratings and rules are, 

and for the future will be, the just, reasonable and nondiscriminatory 

minimum rates and charges for the transportation of property ~y high

way carriers subjoet to the applieablo minim~ rate tariffs. 

Based on the above findin9s,thc Commission concludes that 

the proposed classification Changes set forth in Application No. 52014 

should be authorized, and that such ratin9s and rules should be 

adopted and approved,. to the extent indicated in the ensuing order, 

to 90VOrll tho minimum rates established by the Commission. The 
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Commission further concludes that the involved participating common 

carriers in applicant' s Na.tional Motor Freight Classification A-11 

should be authorized to depart from the provisions of section 460 Qf 

the Public Utilities Code, to tho extent necessary to adjust long

and short-h~ul departures now maintained 'under outstanding autho

rizations. Min~um Rate Tariff No. l-B will ~e amended QY, separate 

order to reflect changes in item number references therein to 

commodity descriptions in the Governing Classification. 

I!' IS ORDERED th~\t: 

1. National Motor Freight Traffic Association, Inc., Agent, 

on behalf of the involved common carriers participating in National 

Motor Freight Classification A-ll, is authorized to· establish and 

publish the classification ratin9s and rules set forth in Appliea~ion 

NO. S2014 to become effective not earlier than September 2, 1970, on 

not less than five days' notice to the Commission and to the pUbliC, 

subject to the condition specific<3. in Ordering Para;raph 2 he.:l:'cof. 

2. Common carriers namod in Application No. 52014 are not 

authorized to ooserve the provisions of Section 14 of Item 430-A of 

Supplement 7 to National Motor Freight Classification A-ll nor to 

publish s~ilar provisions in their individ~al tariffs. 

3. Except as otherwise provided in Ordering Paragraph 7 

hereof, the classification ratings an<3. rules authorized herein are 

approved and adopted as the just, reasonable and nondiscr;i.m.inato.ry 

ratings and rules to 30vern the minimum rates and rules promulqated 
I 

by the Commission in Minimum Rate Tariffs Nos. 1-)3., 2, 5, 9-:5, ll-A, 

14-A, 15 and 19 .. 

4. Tariff publications required to be made ~y common 

carriers as a rezult of Orderinq ~ara~raph 3 hereof Shall be made 
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effective September 2, 1970, on not less than five days' notice to 

the commission and to, the public and tariff pUblications which are 

authorized but not required to be made by common carriers as a 

result of Ordering Paragraph 3 hereof may be made effective not 

earlier than September 2, 1970, and may be made effective on ~ot 

less than five days' notice to the Commission and to the public 

if filed not later than November 1, 1970. 

S. fhe classification ratin9s and rules authorized to 

be established by Ordering Paragraph 3 hereof are authorized to be 

made applicable also for the transportation of: 

(a) Commodities for which minimum rates 
have not been established, or 

(b) Commodities which are subject to higher 
rates tban, or more restrictive provis~ons 
than, the minim\lm ra.tes or provisions 
othe:cwise applicable, or 

(e) Commodities for which rates have been 
established based upon Minimum Rate 
Tariffs· Nos. l-S, 2, 5, 9-B, ll-A, 14-A, 
lS and 19. 

6. MY provisions currently maintained in common car

rier tariffs ....... hichare more restrictive than, or which produce 

charges greater than, those contained in Minimum Rate Tariffs Nos. 

l-B, 2, 5, 9-B, ll-A .. 14-A, l5 and 19 and:&xception Ratings 'rariff 

No.1 are authorized to be maintained in connection with the 

ratings and rules authorized and directed to be established herein. 

7 • Except as provided in Oraering paragraph 6 hereof, 

common carriers are not authorized to publish ratings and rules 

whiCh are different from, and are superseded by, present exceptions 

contained in Exception Ratings Tariff No,. 1 and Minimum Rate Tariffs 

Nos. l-B, 2, 5, 9-B, ll-A, 14-A, lS and 19. 

8. Common carriers, in establishing and maintaining' the 

ratin9s and rules authorized hereinabove, are hereby authorized 

to depart from the provisions of Section 460 of the Public Utilities 
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Code to, the extent necessary to adjust long- and short-haul 

aepartures now maintained under outstanding authorizations: such 

outstanding authorizations are hereby modified only to the extent 

necessary to comply with this order: and, schedules containing the 

ratings and rules publishea unaer this authority shall make'refer

ence to the prior orders authorizing long- and short-haul depart

ures and to this order. 

.. 

9. A public hearing shall be scheduled in these 

proceedings for the receipt of evidence concerning the proposed 

participation by the common carriers namea in Application No. 52014 

in the provisions of Section 14 of Item 430-A of Supplement 7 to 

National Motor Freight Classification A-ll on California intrastate 

traffic. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at San Francisco, California, this 21~ day of 

August, 1970. 

,~"'b:~~~~;'-~~ .~.~:.:., ,', 
;I .. ',.". ... , 

commiss:i.c>ners' 

Comm1~s1oncr Vornon L. Stureoon~ be1ng 
noeosSD.r1ly o.bsont. did not part1ej.pa~ . 
1n tho. d.1sJ)Ozl tion ot. thiS, procoed1ng. . 
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