secteion To. 776 ORIGINAL

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF'CALIFORNIA.

Application of the CONTINENTAL

TELEPEONE COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA

for authority to establish

extended area sexrvice between Application No. 52009
the Big Pine Exchange and the (Filed July 1, 1570)
Bishop Exchange and to withdraw

zessage toll telephone service

rates now in effect between.

said exchanges '

OPINION AND ORDER -

By this epplication the Continentai Telephere Compeny of
California (Continental) seeks authority to establish extended area
telephone service (EAS) between 1ts Big Pine and Blishop exchanges
and to withdraw message toll telephone service between sald
exchanges.

Applicant states the Big Pine exchange has an estimated
pgpulation of 1,420 and a telephone development of about 382 main
stations. The Bishop exchange has an estimated population of
10,890 and a telephone development of ebout 3,226 mein stations.
The toll route between these exchanges is presently 16 miles and
the Lll rate is 20 cents for the first three minutes. The resi-
dents and dbusiness people of Blg Pine depend upon Bishop for their
social and econonic needs, hospital facilities, medical and dental
needs and most other required dbusiness services. Bishop is the 
major business, scelal and economic center for the upper Owens
Velley.

Residents of Big Pine have desired extended area calling

between the two exchanges over an extended period of tinme.
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Commission Decision No. 69870, dated November 2, 1965, approved the
expansion of Pine Creek exchange and established extended area
service bétween the Pine Creek and Bishop exchangés. Since the
distance between Pine Creek and Bichop exchanges is about the same
as the distance between Big Pine and Bishop cxchanges, there was
much discontent generated in the Big Pine exchange. This resulted
in the filing, on Novembder 26, 1969; of & formal complaint with this
Commission by the Big‘Pine Civie Club, which was assigned‘Case

No. 8997. In its Answer to Complaint, filed April 16, 1970,
applicent stated Lits belief that nonoptional EAS should be estabe

liched for Big Pine and Bichop exchenges and requested dismissal of

the complaint, the result of which was the filing of the instant
application. |

Continental's rate proposal, Exhidbit B attached to the
application, is appropriate for the estabiishmenz of extended aresa
service between the Big Pine and Bishop exchanges as 1t is based
upon the EAS rate formula descrived in Declsion No. T4917,
Application No. 4Q1U2, modified by this Commission's letters to The
Paclfic Telephone and Telegraph Company dated Octover 15, 1969 and
October 20, 1969. The rates are as follows:
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Rate Fer Month

Proposed Present Proposed
SieTihe  Dihep.  Tome—

Exchange Exchange  Exchange

Present
BIg Fine
Exchange

BUSINESS

l-perty
2-party
Suburban
0 - U4 miles
&g -~ 144 miles
1Us - 244 miles
PBX Trunks
Semipublic
Taily guarantee

RESIDENCE

L-party-
2~party
L-party

.05
Q
5
5.‘
0

-

$12.45
11.35
9.10
9.80
10.5¢

.35

"

6.60
.30

.00
15.50

35

i
4.00

$10.70
9.20

6.95
1
.35
15.75
35

Suburban

O - 4& miles .50 . £.00
44 o 144 miles 4,50 5.85 5.00
144 - 244 miles 4.50 .85 5.00

* No change in present Bishep residence rates.

A custémer acceptance survey of the two éxchanges discloses
that 65% of the business customers in the Bishop exchange and 53% of
the business and 67% of the residence customers in the Big Pine
exchange preferred this extended area serviee plan over present’
serving arrangements. Overall the plan was favored by 65% of the
custoners résponding'to the questionnaire.

No opposition to Continental's proposal has come to the
attention of the Commission.

' The COmmission makes the following findings of fact:
1. A public hearing in this matter is not necessary. |
2. The establishment of extended area telephonc °erv1ce
hetween the Big Pine and Bieaop exchangea 1s in the public *ntere t.
5. Increases in rates es herein authorized are Justified.
L, Present exchangé rates, iInsofar as they diffeivfrom those

herein authorized, will become unreasonable and unJuét upon

-3~
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establishment of extended area service between the Big Pine and

Blshop exchanges.
The Commission concludes that the application herein
should be‘granted. Accordingly,
IT IS CRDERED that:
1. Continental Teleph&ne Company of California is hereby
avthorized to establish extended area telephéne sexvice beuween’ité

Big Pine and Bishop exchanges within 18 months of the effective date
of this oxder.

2. After not less than five days' notice to the public and to
thic Commission, Continental Telephone Company of California shall
wake effective, in the affected exchanges on the date on which
extended area service i1s established therein, tariffs revised in
accordance with General Order No. 96-4, to reflect the rate changes
set forth in Exhibit B attached to the amended application herein,
and shall coincidentally therewith cancel and withdraw message toll
rates in effect between said exchanges.

‘The effective date of this order shall be twenty days
after the date hereof.

Dated at San Francisco California, this /4‘;
day of CAUGUST | 1g70.

Commissionor J. P. Vukasin, Jr.;‘botns
nocossarily adbzent, d1¢ not partigipate
-u"_in tho disposition of this proqooding.




