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Decision Neo. 77666 @RB@BNAL -
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA |

Application 6665 of PACIFIC SQUTHCOAST )

FREIGET BUREAU under the Shortened ) Shortened Procedure
Procedure Tariff Docket for authority ) Tariff Docket

to increase switching charges absorbed ) Application No. 51991
by line haul carrier in terminal ) (Filed June 24, 1970)

tariffs of carriers listed in Appends g
“A- (1]

In the Matter of the Investigation into)

the rates, rules, regulations, charges,)

allowances and practices of 21l common )

carriexs, highway carriers and city )

carriers relating to the transpor:tation) Case No. 5432
of any and all commodities between and )
within all points and places in the )
State of California (including, but not)
limited %o, transportation for which )
xates are provided in Minimum Rate )
Tariff No. 2). , ' )
And Related Matters ) Cases Nos. 5433, 5435, 5436,

: , ) 5438, 5439, 5440, 5441,
) 5603, 5604, 7857 and 8808.

OPINION AND ORDER

By this application, Pacific Southeoast Freight Bureau,
on behalf of 23 California rail carriers listed therein, seeks
authority to (l) increase switching charges, which are absorbed
in whole or in part by the rail carriers, to the same level as
switching charges that are not absorbed, and‘(z) increase the
absorptions by amounts that corxespond to the sought increases
in the switching charges involved. Applicant also regquests <hat

the sought inecreases be made effective Qctober 1, 1970.
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Applicant states that the proposed increases in the switch-
ing charges would be in the interest of tariff simplification 2as
one switching charge would apply for the same sexvice instead of
two at present, one for switching charges that are wholly or par-
tially absorbed by thé railroads and one for switching chaxges
that are not so absorbed;l Applicant alleges that increases in the
switching charges would not be doxne by the shippers inasmuch as
corresponding increases in the amounts absorbed by the railroads
are also proposcd.

Applicant asserts that the proposed increases would not
increase the Califorxnia intirastate gross revenue of any oflthe
rail carxicrs involvea by as much as one percent.

The application was listed on the Commission's Daily

Calendar of June 25, 1970. No objection to the granting of the !

application has been réceived.

Commicsion staff analysis discloses that charges in~
surred by shippers would not be increased £oxr the switching
sexvices involved inasmuch as the proposed increases in ﬁhe switch-
ing charges would be offset by the proposed increases in the axounts
to be absorbed by the rail carxiers in connection with such switch-v
ing services. The staff recommends that the application be granted.
by ex parte order.

In the circumstanceé, it appears, and the Commission finds,
that the increases proposed in the application are justified. A

Public hearing is not necessary. The Commission concludes that the.

-

* Switching charges incidental to foreign line haul movements wexe
the same for the particular service involved whether or nct such
eharges were avsorbed in whole or in part by the railroads but
this rate relationship was changed when increases were authorized
on switching charges that were not subject to absorptions.

2=
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application should be granted and that other common carriers, which
publish and maintain suéﬁ rail switching charges and absorptions for
the services involved herein, should be directed to amend their
tariffs accordingly.

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. Pacific Southccoast Freight Bureau is hexeby authorized,‘
on behalf of the carriers shown in Exhibit "A" attached to the ap-
plication, to increase charges as specifically proposed_in said
application. |

2. Tariff publications authorized to be made by common .
carriers by railroad as a result of the order herein shall be filed
not earlier than the effective date of this order and may be made
cffective not earliexr than Octobexr 1, 1970, on not less than ten
days' notice to the Commission and o the public.

3. Common carrxiers maintaining, under outstanding authoxi-
zations permitting the alternative use of rail rates, charges below
the specific miniﬁum rate levels otherwise appiicable for the |
transportation involved herein, are hereby authorxized and directed
to increase such charges, on not less than ten days' notice to the
Commission and to the public, to the levels of the rxail éhérges
established pursuant to Ordering Paragraph 1 hereof, or to the
levels of the specific minimum rates, whichever are lower. To the
extent such common carriers have maintained such charges at dif-
ferentials above previously existing rail chaxges, they are authorized
to increase such charges bg amounts authorized in ?aragraph 1 hexeof:;
provided, however, that such increased charges may not be lower

than the charges established by the rail lines purswant to the

authority granted in paragraph 1 hereof nor higher than,the,otﬁcrwise

: e
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applicable minimum rates. Such adjustments shall be made effective
not earlier than the effectiveness of the increased rail charxges and
not later than Januaxy 1, 1971. |
4. Common carriers, in establishing and ﬁaintainihg\the

charges authorized hercinabove, are hexeby authorized to depaxt
from the provisions of Section 460 of the Public Utilities Code to
the extent necessary to adjust lpng- and short-haul departures now
maintained under outstanding authorizations; such outstanding
authorizations arxe hereby modified only to‘the extent necessary to
comply with this oxder; and schedules containing the charges pub-
lished under this authority shall’make'refereﬁce to the prior orders
authoxizing long- and short-haul departures and to thzs order.

' 5. The authority granted Ln paragraph 1 hcreof shall

expire unless exercised within ninety days after the effective date
of this oxder.

This oxder shall become effective twenty days after the

date hereof.

Dated at San Francisco, California, this é25=z day of

August, 1970.

“Commissidners. -




