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Decision No. 77666 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF 'l'HE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Apt'lication 6665 of PACIFIC SO'O'I'BCOAS'l' ) 
FREIGST BUREAU under the Shortened ) 
Procedure Tariff Docket for authority ) 
to increase switching charges aDsorbed ) 
by line haul carrier in ter.minal ) 
tariffs of carriers listed in Appendix ) 
itA. .. ) 

In ~e Matter of tho Investigation into) 
the rates l rules" regulations, charges,,) 
allowances ~~d practices of ~1 common ) 
carriers, highway carriers and city ) 
carriers relating to the tr~nsportation) 
of any ~d. all commoaities between and ) 
within all poL~ts and places in the ) 
State of California (including

l 
but not) 

limited to,,, transportation for which ) 
rates arc provided in Minimum Rate ) 
Tariff No.2). ) 

Shortened Procedure 
Tariff Docket 

ApplicQtion No. 51991 
(Filed June 241 1970) 

Case No. 5432 

And Related ~tters ) Cases Nos .. 5433, 5435" 5436, 
) 5438, 5439" 5440" . 5441, 
) 5603:, 5604, 7as.,· and:, S808.' 

OPINION AND ORDER 

By this application". Pacific Southco~st Freight Bureau, 

on behalf of 33 Californi~, rail carriers listed therein, seeks. 

authority to (1) increase switching cha:gcs, which arc absorbed 

in whole or in part ~y the rail carrierz, to the same level as 

switching charges tha'c are not absorbce, and (2) increase tho 

absorptions by amounts that correspond to the sought increases 

in the switching charges inVOlved. Ap?licant also requests that 

the sought increases be made effective Oetober 1, 1970. 
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Applicant states that the proposed increases in the switch

ing charges would be in the inte:est of tariff simplification as 

one switching charge would apply for tho same service instead of 

~lO z:.t present" one for switching- charges that are wholly or par

tially absorbod by the rail:oads and one for switching cha%9~s 

" that are not so absorbed.'''' Applic~t alleges that inereases in the 

switching eharges would not be borne by the shippers inasmuch as 

corresponding increases in the amounts absorbed by the ,railroads 

are also proposed. 

Applicant asserts t~at the proposed inereases would not 

increase the California int:~t~te gross revenue of any of the 

rail carriors involved by as muCh as one pereent. 

The application was listed on the Commission's Daily 

C~!.enda::- of June 25" 1970. No objection to the granting o·f the 

application has been received. 

Co:n."":li::sion ct~ff Cl."'lalysis <2.ioc).oOO$ th:l.t chargoe in

~r=ce by ~hippers would not be i~crcasee for the switching 

services involved inasmuch as the proposed increases in the switch-

ing Chargos would be offset by the proposed increases in the ~~ou.~ts 

to be absorbed by the rail carriers in connection with such switch

ing services. The staff recommends that the application be granted 

by ex p~:te order. 

In the circ~~stanees" it appears" and the Commission fin<2.c, 

that the incre~ses proposed in the application are justified. A 

public hearing is not neeessa~. The Commission concludes that the . 

.. 
• Switching charges incidental to foreign line h~ul mo~ementz wer~ 

the same :or the par'cic".llar service involved whether 0: not such 
c~ar;os were absorbed in whole or in part by the railroads but 
this rate relationship was changed when L"'lcreases were authorized 
on Z'Witching Charges that were not subject to :l.bsorptions~ .. 
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application should be granted and that other common carriers, which 

publish and maintain such rail switChing Charges and absorptions for 

the services involved herein, should be directed to amend their 

tariffs accordingly_ 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Pacific Southcoast Freight Bureau is hereby authorized, 

on behalf of the carriers shown in Exhibit "A" attaehed to the ap

plication, to increase Charges as specifically proposed in said 

application. 

2. Tariff publications authorized to be made by common. 

carriers by railroad as a result of the order herein shall be filed 

not earlier than the effective date of this order and. may be made 

effective not earlier than October 1, 197,0, on not less than ten 

days' notice to the Commission and to the public. 

3. Common carriers maintaining, under outstanding authori

zations permitting the alternative use of rail rates, charges below 

the specific minimum rate levels otherwise applicable for the 

transportation involved herein, are hereby authorized and directed ' 

to inerease such charges, on not less than ten days' notice to the 

Commission and to the public, to the levels of the rail charges 

established pursuant to Ordering Paragraph 1 hereof, or to the 

levels of the specific minimum rates, whichever are lower. ~o the 

extent such cotDmon carriers b.ave maintained such charges at dif

ferentials above previously existing rail charges, they are authorized 

to increase such charges by amounts au~orize~ in paragraph 1 hereof; 

provided, however, that such increased chargos may not be lower 

than the charges established ~y the rail lines pursuant to the 

authority granted in paragraph 1 hereof nor higher than the. otherwise 
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\).ppli~~le minimum :r~tes.. Such adjustments shall be ~de effective 

not earlier than the effectiveness of the increased rail charges and 

not later than January 1" 1971. 

4.. Common carriers, in establishing and. maintaining' the 

eha~qos authorized hereinabove, are hereby authorized to depart 

from the provisions of Section 460 of the Publict1tilities Code to 

the extent necessarj' to adjust long- and sho,rt-haul departures now 

maintained under outstanding authorizations i such outstanding 

authorizations are hereby modified only to the extent necessary to 

comply with this order; and schedules eontaining the charges pub

lished under this authority shall make reference to· the prior orders 

authorizing long- and Short-haul dep~tures and to this order. 

S. The authority granted ~; paragraph 1 hereof shall 

expire unless exereised wi~in ninety days after the effective date 

of this order. 

This order shall become effective twenty days after the 

(late hereof. 

Dated at San Francisco, California, this t<~ day of. 

August, 1970. 
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