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| BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA -

APPLICATION OF THE ATCHISON, TOPEKA )
AND SANTA FE RAILWAY COMPANY, a Cor-

poration, for authority to reduce to Application No. 51918
non-agency status its statiom at (Filed May 25, 1970)
Placentia, County of Orange, State of ;

Califormia. - '

R. D. Hayes, for The Atchiscon, Topeka & Santa
Fe Railway Company, applicant..

cames H. Hicks, for Transportation-Communication
Employees Union; Frederic P. Lamb, for City
of Placentia; and James L. Foote, for
Anaheim Poultry, Inc., protestants.

Florence K. Robinson, in propria persona;
Gordon George and Norman DE Vilbiss, for
Placentia Chamber of Commerce; and
Rick Williams, for News Tribune, interested
‘paxties. S .

John de Brauwere, for the Commission staff.

OPINTIO
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Applicsnt, The Atchison, Iopékg and Santa Fe ‘Ra‘i'.li;ra‘y"‘ - g
Company (applicant) seeks authoxrity to~diséoncinue‘its‘agéncy‘at’vf
Placeotia, Orange County, California. Freight only is handled at
the station. Applicaﬁt alleges that public convenience and’
vecessity no longer requirerthe maincengﬁge‘of'an’agépcy sg:vice 
thereat. | | | |
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Public hearing on the application was held tn Placentis o
on July 7, 1970 before Examiner Rogers. Notice of the hesring,was- ;
posted and published as required by this Commission. Prior to the
filing of the application, ‘applicant had given notice of the pro-
posed discontinnance in accordance with the provisions of General |

Order No. 36—3' however, due to protests, the action was suspended; )
by the Commission.

On the evidence presented at the hearing the Commission .

finds as follows.? | . o
The Plaeentia station is on applicentfs ZBlmsiniline‘y
between Fullerton: on the west, and San Bernardino, on -he~eastﬂ
The nearest agency station to the west is Fullertom, distant 3
miles, and to the east is Corona, distant 18.9 miles.v _ '
The station agent is the only employee. His hours are
9AM to 6FM with one hour off for lunch. The station is/completely.:
closed fxom 6FM to 9AM and on Saturdays and Sundays. | .
There are N0 passenger. trains through the station. In
1968 and prioxr years the agent’ sold passenger tickets at the
station. Passenger tickets are no 1onger sold at the station..
Carload»and less-than~carload freight is. received and
forwarded at the station. No Western Union or Railway Express jf
business is handled thereat. The LCL. shipments are all handled by
the Santa Fe Transportation Company, the applicant’s affiliafed

truck company which carries the less than carload shipments for the ,
applicant. ' '
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The carload shipments bandled through the station are to
or from industrieS‘ cattle ranches and citrus growers in the vicinity i
of Placentia, and most originate at orx are destined to spurs serving
the shippers and/or receivers. The majority of the ontbound«shipfo‘
ments consist of citrus products, and'the'majofiﬁyhof Eheﬁinbonniai‘
shipments consist of cartons and. cattle food supplements.;' ‘ .

The stetion agent makes the freight bills for the outbound
freight. He checks the cars for: damage and shipments for damege. ‘
When a shipper ongrs a car, the shipper calls the agent who, in. turn,“
calls San Bernardino for the car. If there were no agent in
Placentia, the shipper would place a toll free celephone call to |
Fullerton to-order a car, and the Fullerton.agent would place the
call to San Bernardino. |

‘When a car is filled, the shipper seals it, prepares a
bill of lading and calls the Placentia agent fox pick up. - IE the
agent {s removed, the applicant will place a way*bill box at’ the
station. The applicant stipulated that if this procedure is |
followed, when the bill is placed in the way bill box, the applicant
will be . reSponsib e for the shipment. B

If the application is granted the'only‘chenges‘in cafload-
service will be that cars will be ordered through the Fullerton |
agent instead of the Placentia agent; there will be no change in
 less than caxrload service, and car and damage inspection will be

switched from the Placentia agent to the Fullerton agent.
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Sale of passenger tickets at Placentia was diSéottinugd{§fj~*'?f¥

in 1969.

The operating expenses of the station.for the years 1968 ;;fﬁ 
and 1969 ‘wexe as follows: | "

Hospital -
Health and
Welfare: Benefits,
Labor Payroll Taxes : Total

1968 $17,845.35 $2,715. 3% - $20, 560. 69
1969 10,840.28 1,476.96 12, 317 22

Applicant also attempts toAcha*ge to the atation as itemur -
which could be saved if the station were closed '$219,930. 27 in 1968,' -
~ and $288,479.17 in 1969. Tbese costs, applicant states include a

percent of system wide operation expenses, rents and taxes, exelud- B

irg station expenses. It is difficult to see how simply moving the’ ff"

agent and boarding up the station could except. very minutely,

affect system wide costs. We are satisfied that the only substantia* -

changes in expenaes are those caused by'changing the 1ocation of the
agent as reflected above. | | | | |

If the agent is removed, the applicant will ‘have a net
saving in station expenses of the amount of the station agent s

salary and the taxes and retated {tews referred o above."l
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The station agent is. on duty five days pef'wéek from_‘

A to 6PM. A check wade on.June 26, 1969 (Friday) shcwed

that approximately 1 hour and 39 minutes of this period excluding o

ove hour for lunch, was idle time, A similar chieck on June 29, 1970
(Monday) showed approximately 1 bhour and 22 minutes idle time
(Exhibit No. 2). Approximately two hours on each of the days
checked was excessive work time. ‘

The- applicaut proposes ‘to-add a spur to sexve an .
sdditional industry in the City of Placentia. This addition to
appliéaﬁt's business'will neither bé“helped nor\hindered by>the
removal of the agency. The City and the Placentia Chamber of:
Coumerce oppose the abandonment of .he agency. | _

There is no need for an ageat at the'statién. _Public
convenilence: and necessity nollonger'require‘the'maiﬁtenanée‘bqu
applicant of an agency at the Placentia stétioﬁ; | _‘ ,

We conclude that the‘application to &iséontinue the
agency at thé Placéntia'statioﬁ‘shogld‘bé granted. .
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IT IS ORDERED that The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe |
Railway Company is authorized to discontinue its agenmcy at Placentia,
Orange County, subject to the-following\conditions:

(a) Applicznt shall maintain said station in
2 nonagency status for the receipt or
delivery of freight in carload lots.

(b) Within one hundred twenty days after the
effective date hereof and not less than
ten days prior to the discontinuance of
the agency at Placentia, Orange County,
applicant shall post a notice of such
discontinuance at the station and, :
within one hundred twenty dz2ys after the
effective date herecof and on mot less than
ten days' notice to the Commission and to
the public, applicant shall file in duplicate
amendments to its tariffs showing the change
authorized herein and shall make reference
In such notice and tariffs to this decision
as authority for the changes. In no event
shall the agent be removed, pursuant to the.
authority hereinabove granted, earlier than
the effective date of the tariff £ilings
required hereunder.

Within thirty days after discontinuance of
sexvice as herein authorized, applicant
shall, in writing, notify this Commission

thereof and of compliance with the above
conditicons. o e

The effective date'of«this_order sha11‘be twentyvdays?éfter? }‘
the date hereof. | ' o o

Dated at Saxn Francisco . ,-Califdrﬁié;: | t_higf —74&-—(_— o

, . Comissionrs” — -
Commissioner William Symons, Jr., being =~ -
ce3sarily absent, 418 not participate .
"9 the disposition of this proceeding. »

Commissioner'Ihomas,Moran;'boing-
Recessarily absent, Aid not participate
in tke disposition of, this proceoding.




