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Decision No. ______ _ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC, UTILrrIESCOMMISSION OF' THE STA:mOF:cALIFORNlA 

Invest1ga~10n on ~he Commissioci's own) 
motion into the Rules Pertaining to ) 
~nderground Extensions to Commercial ) 
and Industrial Developments and to ) 
Individual Customers of all Electric ) 
and Communication Public Utilities in) 
the State of california. Investiga-) 
tion on the Commission's own motion ) 
into, Mandatory.Requirements for ) 
Underg%ouud ExtensionS.) ., 

, case No. 8993 ' 
(Filed November 4, 1969;", 

Amended February 20, 1970) 

(See Append1xA'for Appearances) 

INTERIM" OPINION 

By petition filed :Julyt3, 1970, California Builders 

Council (Builders), an interested p~rty in this'proeeed:tng.,.; seeks 
, " 

.;.~. an order of the Commission reversing certain rulings of the pre- ' 

siding exam1ner~ ~wers to the motion have 'been ,filed by respon- ' 

dents San Diego Gas & Electric Company,; Southern -california Ed1s'on 
, " ~ 

Company and Pacific Gas and Electric Company. 

questions and' Data Requests 
,I. ".' 

Builders submitted numerous questions and elata" requests 

to the major electric utilities, who· are respondents',here·i.n. 'Ih~ 

presiding examiuer sustained objections by ,the: ut:t11ties to some·-of 
. ," . 

the questions and denied, portions of Builders' request that the' 

utilities be directed to develop: and: subm!tvoluminous data- related 

to three questionnaires prepared. by Builders. 

Builders contends that replies to certain questi.onson 

which objecti.ons· were susta1neQ,·aud'·that data replie's. to its Resi- , 

dential Tract Questionnaire are pertinent to-this: proceeding.' 

·-1-, 
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primarily because (1) the scope of the proceeding' was enlarged ',by " ' 

the Commission on February 20, 1970 to include eonsideration of the 

man<ia-eory natere of underground extension rules, including, th~se for, 
I, 

,l' 

residential subdivisions,. and (2')' D,ecision, No~ 17187,. ,dated May' 5,). 

1970, which. made undergrounding mandatory (with certain, s:tated 

excep'tions) for all new residential subdivis.ions"includes only an 

intexim order. As we pointed out 'in Decision No. 771S.7~ interpr~ 

tations of, the provisions of the present undergrounct nile for res!-' 

dent1al "ub41visions are not at issue .in this proceeding •.. If tile· J .. 
rule is applied in a discriminatory' manner, as, suggested"by s~me ' ' 

developers, appropriate relief can be sought by a formal' complaint'~' 

Fu:t:ther, the order in that decision was tI~nterim" oely" in thesens~ 

that: the issue of the mandatory aspect of underground;extens1on 

rules for new residential subdivisiOns was dispose<iofprior to, sub

mission of the entire· proceeding. No, final order is needed to,con

firm the interim order,. but only to dispose of, remaining: issue:s:. 

Builders contends that da:eaand replies to its, C0mtnereial . 

Tract Questionnaire and Industr1al Tract Questionnaire ,are necessary 

to a proper resolution of the issues raised' in ,this proceeding.. We, 

do not agree.. The record already is quite ,complet,e on possible 

inconsistencies and ambiguities in the rules: proposed, by th~', utilities. 
. .' " , . 

Builders- bas been given ample opportunity to:, suggestclarify1ns,or 

'modifying language to be adopted in' underground rUles for'commerc1.al 

and industrial developments and has declined to, do ' so.' Bui1.ders 
. ': . 

indicates it may make sucb.suggestions in 'its brief at ,'thee,onelus,!on 
'-.' ," 

of the hearings. 
J" 

'" " 
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Finding and Conclusion 

The Commission finds that california· Builders,Coun~il has 
", ,',. 

not shown any cause to reverse the rulings of, the presiding ,examiner 

as requested in tbepetition. the Commission' concludes ,that the 

petition should, be de'D.ied'. 

INTERIM "ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that the petition filed June 13,. 1970 by 

California Builders Council is denied. 

lbe effective date of this order shall be the date hereof-. 

Dated at Salll<~n.ndseO' ~ california,. this, ~'~ 
day of SE2TEMB£R ~ 1970. 

;, ' 

y~./~~. 
, ," commiss:cater;:,'.< '._ 

toblltlmi1~rI"'" ~r)·ir#'t7.!'~eD~.:'1~~~,1>e1nC"'·
ntl)e1,-:~:,:,,..'!7·,,, ~~ ... ~~~.~ 'I!{'I! n~t't:'(":-t1e1))1lt •• ' 
in ,tM d1s,cs1tion of' th1= ,proceedi:ng.: '/ 
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APPENDIX ,A' 
Page 1 of 2, 

LIST OF APPEARANCES, 

Respondent ElectricUt11ities ,.' 

Anza.,Electrlc Cooperative, Inc~ 
California-Pacific Utilities 

Company·, 
Pacific Gas' & Electrlc Company 

P1Uma.s~SieTra RUral ElectriC 

G • .J~'Whittl:[nger 

John' P. Vetrom11e . " . 
DanielE. C1}?son" John C.Morrissey 

and F. T. Searls " 

Cooperative A. E'. Engel' 
San Diego Cas '& Electric Company Chickering & Gregory (by C. Hayden 

Ame&.., Sherman Ch1ckering~ David R. , 

Sierra Pacific Power Company 
I 
!. 

Southern' Ca11form.:a Edison 
Company 

Southern' California W~t:er' 
CQmpany 

Surprise Valley Electrification 
Corporation . 

Respondent'Telephone Utilities 

Pi':}tt" .~nd Donald: ,J ~':,Richardson, , 
Jr. 'and' ~nl~' Jewell, 

R1eM:rsf' G. ' =i)be.l aiid Llph '?~ 
Cromer:. : 

. ,i· 

I' ...." 

H. w. Sturges, .Jr~'",H.·Ci1n1:on:, 
T1nker~ and R;;. E ... , Woodbury . 

, " 

William ,V.ca'Veney,;;· 

DonaldW~ H1cks~: 

Continental.,Telephone Company of 
Cal1.forn1a. C. N. Morri.5 

General Telephone Company' of 
Ca.l1fortd.a . 

The' Pacific Telephone" &nd 
Telegraph ~pany , 

Intel:-ested:Parties 

.. 
DOnald 3 •. Duckett and A. M. Hart:.... ./' 

Georae A. SearS: ,8.~d: P!llsbur,y~ .... ../:: , . ., 
Mi 1son 6( Sutro, ...... " , '. 

American' Water. Works Association7 

Californ1aSection C.~ G .. Ferguson andG~, AWyss . 
Boise CaseadeProperties> Inc., 

and Boise cascade Properties, 
Inc."of Delaware John H. Cutler· 

CalifOrnia Bui.lders' Council Fred F.· Cooper 
California Farm Bureau 

Federation, William L. Knecht 
Cal.:L£orn1a Independent Telephone. . .. .. 

. Association Neal . C·:~ . Hasbrook . 
Cali.£orn:LaManufaeturers 

Associ:ation RobertE·~, Burt. 
Cal::lforU:La Water SerVice Company C. G. Ferguson' and" Parker M~ . 

Rob1 nS9n" ,Jr. 
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APPENDIX A 
Page 2 of 2 

W.. H. Clifford Co. 
El Dorado County Developers 

AsSOCiation 
The Irvine Company . 
League of Cali.forrda Cities 

City of Long Beach 

w. H. Clifford 

George' C. Baron '. 
~y Panchaland Gordon Jone,s. 

lpb. Andersen. and. Daniel·J. 
Curtin, Jr. 

Louis Possner' 
City of Los Angeles." Department 

of Water & Power Allen De Fricke and C. A.' Wyss 
William Lyon Development Co.,. 

Inc.. . 
Occidental Petroleum Land and 

Development Corp.., Rancho 

Ronald C:. Douglas 

Cal1£orrda." Santa Rosa Ranches., 
Maceo Corp., Auland Development 
Corp· .. , and Dart Industries Kalmback~ DeMarco~ Knapp &. . 

Oceanic Propert:ie$~ Inc. 
Moffett Park Associates 

16 Recreational Cotamunity 
Developers 

Chillingsworth, byTen;y; L. 
Reverdy Johnson . 
SliXJ.~er. & Associat'es~ Ine.· (by 

Rooert· Membre·no) . 

Sam Whiting 

'~ """', 

Rhodes· .. · 

Sacramento Municipal Utility 
District . 

City of Sau Diego 
Donald:M. Ha:l~ht ". .'. . 
John-C. Witt· ·bYC.M.F~atrick 

and; Kenneth" H. Lounsbe;x. . . . '. 
Southern California Cas Company 

@d :)()uthern Counties Gas ' 
Company 

Tahoe Pa%ad:tse~Ine. 
Titan Group, Inc. 
U & DInvestment Co~ 
City Of.WalDUeCreek 
Westlake Village 

Cs'11fo'rriia Public Utilities 
~1ssion 

Staff COUnsel 
UtU:Lties D1.v.lsion 

John Ormasa,.K.:· R. Edsall and 
Robert Salter 

George C.. Ba.ron.· 
Elaine s. Schwart~ 
Richard H. Dyer. 
Dllniel·J. Curtin. Jr. 
RonaldF. dMayer 

T1mothy·E. Treacy' 
Kenneth '''J. Kindblad. 
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