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Decision No. 78136 

BEFORE TBE'PtmLIC 'OTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of Western Motor Tariff 
Bureau~ Inc. under the Sho~tenea 
P~ocedu.re Tariff Docket to- publish 
for and on behalf of its participat
ing carriers in Bureau Tariff No. III 
amendments to Item No. 460 which will 
result in increases to provisions 
Over those presently applicable. 

) 
) 
) Shortened Procedure 
) Tariff.oocket 
) Application No. $2~31 
) (Filed October 6~ 1970) 
) (Amended-;"Deeember IS,' 1970) 
) ",. ::..' ' 

"'>"" 
t-I.c"·, 

',"' , 
',". 

OPINION AND ORDER 

By this application~ Western Motor Tariff Bureau", Inc. _ 
~" .' 

seeks authority.. on behalf of all -carriers participating in' one of,:::\;, 
. .' ,,' "'.i. 

its tariffs" to increase minimum, charges for shipments transported' !..:>, 
l', ,.~. 

in excess of 300 miles by approximate'ly one percent.. :' "r 

Applicant states that the involved carriers, were author~::l: 

ized by the Commission to maintain a level of'minim~chargo:c;; for 
",1:· 

small sbipment service" which, wa.s 10 percent above the, level of" the, , 
2 

establi:::hed minimum. charges for this transportation-.' Applicant' 

avers that the Commission subsequently authorized ger..e::alincre~se's 

in the rates and Cha:rg~s in Minimum Rate Tariff No-., 2 and directec1 
" , 

common carriers to increase their rates and charges bycorrespond,-

ins amounts .. 3 As a re~ult thereof,. applieant contendS: that the. 
. . . , 

common carrie~s involved herein no longer maintain thelO'percent" 

differential in the minimum charge-s for the aforementioned' $."'M\ll' 

shipment serviee. 

1 

2 

3 

The present charges are :.$et fo::th in Parag:'aph, (b) ,:3 of Item No,. 
460 of Local, Joint and :!?:roT;>ortio~a1 Freight '~ndExpress Tariff 
No .. 111" Cal., P.U .. C. No. 15: 

Decision No. 76718 dated January 27, 1970 'in Application 
No. 51433. 

Decision No .. 77441 dated, June 30.7 1970 , inCase No. 5:432 
(Petition for Modification No,. SSl) .. 
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Applicant alleges that the Commission's'minimumeharges 
, , 

for transporting small shipments SOO'miles, or less only provide 

for two terminal handlings but that a sUbstantial amount of this 

traffic is accorded three terminal hanalings bythc, carriers:i:n 

question.. Applicant declares that labor productivity is less fo.r 

long-haul than for short-haul transportation. of small shipments 

due to union jurisdictional problems involved in the use' (>f several' 

classes of employees. Applicant avers, that the: 10 percent differ

ential in the minimum charges for the transportation (>f sma'll 

shipments in excess of 300 miles is required'to, offset the added' 

costs experienced by the carriers involved. 

Applicant states that the proposea'm~n-imum charges were 

formally considered at a meeting of its General Commodity Stanaing 

Rate Committee on Septexaher 9" 1970, under Docket No,. 2389,.' 

Applicant aeclares that the proposea tariff revision was, circulated" 

to interested parties and that no opposition to its proposal has 

been received .. 

Applicant asserts that increases r.esul tingfrom the 

proposal herein would not increase by as much as one percent the" 

CaliforniOl 'intrastate gross revenue derived',by any,ofthe' 

carriers involved. 

The application and amendment thereto were listed.on·the, 

Commission's Daily Calenaar of Oetober 7 and December i6"l~70. 

No objection to the 9rantingof the applieation,asarne-nded,has. 

~en received. 

-2-



(SP'I') A. 52231 - antS 

Commission staff analysis discloses that the 10 per-
" 

cent differential authorized by the'Commission'between the 

minimum charges pUblished by applicant and those. established 

in the Commission's Minimum. Rate 'rariff Z has. beende~reased by 

approximately one percent as a result of authority granted, to com

mon carriers by Decision No. 7744l.. The sought increase's in the 

minimum. cha.rges would reestablish the 10'percent differential. " 
'i . 

The staff recommends that tbe application"" as amendecl,. be granted 

by ex parte order. 

In tbe circumstances" it appears" and the Commission 

finds.r tha.t increases resulting from publication of' the'" minimum 

charges as proposed in the application" as amended" are " justified. 

A. pw:>lic: hearing is not necessary. 'theCommiss'ion concludes that, 

the application" as amended". should be granted. 

IT IS. ORDERED that: 

1. Western Motor 'l"ariff Bureau". Inc .. , is hereby 

authorized" on behalf of all carriers participating 'in its 

Local" Joint and P%oportional Freight and Express 'l'ariffNo. 111 .• ' 

Cal.P. 'O'.C. No. 15" to. publiSh increased niinimum' charges as' 

specifically proposed' in the application" as" amended •. 

2'. Tariff publications authorized to be made as a 

result of the order herein shall be filed not. earlier than the 

effective date of this order and may be made effective not· 
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earlier than t we- clays after the effective date of ;this. order 

on not less than two' days' .notice to the<Commission, and to' 

the public. 

The authority granted herein shall expireunless~ 

exercised within ninety days after the e'ffective'. ,date' 0'£ this 

order. 

~his order shall become effect'ive onDe'cemb~r 2S'r 

1970. 

Dated· at San FranCisco,. California, this .:?~~da;/ of . 
,",! 

December" 1970 • 

• 

" Chairman 

~··~o~~· 
.. ~.' '.,' 

~', ~", 
.... ", 

, , 
"',' I 
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