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Decision No. 78174 
------------------

:aEFORE mE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE' STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Investigation ) 
of National Motor Freight Traffic ) 
Assoc:iation~ Inc. ~.' Ageut~ for and 
on behalf of certain highway 
common carriers and' express. 
corporations. for' authority to 
make various revisions in 
Nationaa Motor Freight Class if i­
catiotl,A-ll. 

1'0. the Matter of the Investigation 
into the rates ~ rules, regulations, 
charges, allowances and practices 
of all common carriers,. highway 
carriers aud city carriers relat­
ing t~ the transportation of any 
and all commodities between and 
within all points and places in 
the State of california (including, 
but not litnited to" transportation 
fo~ which rates are provided .in 
Minimum Rate Tariff No.2). 

And Related Matters. 

,......,,... .... 
'."" .. '" ,:/ 

\ ',,'''', 
'., 

A-P'PlicationNo,. 52223 , 
(Filed October 2, 1970) 

'. , 

Case No. 5432 
Petition for Modification 

N~. 603 
(Filed; October 2~ 1970) 

OPINION AND ORDER 

National Motor Freight Classf.f:t:cation A-ll (NMFCA-ll),. 

published and m.aintained by the National'MotorFre:tghtTraff1c 

Association" Inc., Agent, is the governing. classification for the'. 
> I· , . ., I '. ":., 

freight tariffs of various common carriers engaged in the intra.. ' 
. . . . 

state tr8'CSpOrtatioll of property within California'. CertAinm.1nimulll 
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A. 52223, et al.hjh 

r.!ltc tariffs of the Commission are a1:so subject.'to' the, class 
, '.11 

ratings aud/ or other provisions of said classffi:cation.- ' 

By Application No. 52223~ National Motor Fre:Lgbt Traffic 

Association, Inc., Agent, seeks authority ~ on behalfo,f the 

aforementioned California common carriers, to publish specified' 
2/ . " , 

chauges in NMFC A-ll.- In the subject petitions, Califoraia 

Trucking Association seeks to have the proposed're.V'isions~ontained 

in Supplement 10 to the. governing NMFC A-ll also adopted for sub­

sequent application in connection with the Commissio'n':sseveral 

udnim'lltll rate tariffs. Petitioner also requests-thatcommou carriers 

be authorized and' directed to establish in their respect!ve tariffs 

such alodifieations as may be prescribed by the Commiss.ion' sorder' in 

these proceedings~ including relief from the long- and'short-haul 

provisions of Section 460 of the Public Utilities; Code". 

Applicant aud petitioner, hereinafter collectively 

referred to as applicants, state that NMFC A-ll is periodically 

revised to meet the changing needs of cocmnerce'. ' Applicants aver 

thAt the -procedures available to shippers and' carriers 't.o· !.n!t:ta teO 

such revisions, to participate in their·· dispOSition, . and to pro·teet 

their interests are generally known to both shippers and carriers" 

(Dec1sion No. 68324, dated November 9, 1964, 63 Cal. P~TJ.C. 728) • 

17 Miilium Rite tariffs I-It (East Bay Drayage),. 2 (General Commodi-
. ties - Statewide), 5 (Los Angeles Drayage), 6-A(Petroleum)-, 
9-:8 (San Diego Drayage),. 11 ... A (Uncrated New Furniture) ~ 14-A 
(Agricultural COmmodities), lS (Vehicle Unit Rates}p and 19 
(San Francisco Drayage); and Exception Ratings Tariff 1. 

Z/ The proposed classification changes 1 which are- pub·lishediu 
Suppl~:aent 10 to NMFC A-ll, and the rela~cct Justlfi.eae.ions 
tb.~reJ:or are set forth 1u Exhibits. A and. B.,> respectively, of<t:he 
application. . . .... 
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A. 52223, et a1. hjh 

The proposed classification' changes have assertedlybeen a~thori%ed< • 

by the National Classification Board after due process,) including 

public hearing in California and other locations,. and are generally 

effective November 30" 1970, for tariffs cove'ri.ngare,,"s otherthau' 

California. Granting of the sought authority would permit· 

maintenance of uniformity of classification. provisions. between 

California and the balance of the nation. 

A revie.w of app-liea.nts f proposed revisions: indicates that " 

they pettain priucipally to (1) correction of publisbingerrors '. and 

omissions; (2) clarification and simplification of existing 

descriptions of articles; (3) cancellation o~, obsolete provisions; 
, ' . . 

(4) establishment of new class ratings for· specified commodities' 

so as to refleet more precisely the transport3.tionchal:'acteristics . . 
" 

peculiar to such products; and (5) adjUstments in truckload class 

ratings aud minimum. weight factors rel.o1ted thereto in:'order: to,be 

more reflective of the transportation.characteristics of the 

l'ar.tieular articles involved, including their density load fac=ors 

wheu placed in motor carriers' vehicular equipment. Suchchanges 

are withiu the frameworl~ of the criteria heretofore announced'. by 

the Commission for establishing. revisions !utheclassificat:Lon 
3/ 

governi~ California intrastate traff1~~-

Cop-ies of the application and petitions were mailed to 

various chambers of commerce, shipper organ:lzations.) carrier' 

representatives and other interested parties' on or ,about October 1) 

1970. The pleadi'Clgs were also listed on'the' Commission's Daily 
'. 

Calendar of October 6, 1970. All protests bro\.7.ght to-the' Commissiot):s 

attention have '!lOW bee,n resolved, except with respect to· p=6pos~~" 

classification changes set forth in ItetI'JS 17350, 21190-A, 69435 and 

190210-A of Supplement 10 to . the governing clas··sif!ca·tion. 

}/ Decisions Nos. 68324 and 68711, in Case l~o. 5432, et 091., 63, 
cal. P.U.C. 728 aud 64 Cal .. P.U.C. 146, respectively • .. 
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A. 52223~ et a1. bjh 

Based on its review of the matter" the Commission's 

l':rausportatiou Division s,taff recommends that the' proposed 

classification changes ~ with the exception' of the unresolved' 

protests~ be granted by ex parte order. 

In the circumstBnce$~ the Commission f1ndsthat:, 

1. Except as othe,rwise provided herein, the proposed' classi­

fication revisions contained in Application No. 52223 are reasonable 

and~ to tbe extent said classification cbaugesw:tll,result in 

increases,. such increases are justif1ecI'. 

2. The proposed classif:Leat1on changes set forth 'in 

Items 17350,. 21190-A,. 6943S and 190210-A of Supplement.10to' NMFC 

A-11 should not be authorized at this time for 'application on 

California intrastate traffic. 

3. The proposed ratings and rules which app11cantwill be' " 

authorized to establish,. except to· the extent that said· :ratings 

and rules are different from Bud are superseded by present 

exceptions contained in the respective'min:tmumrate tariffs and the 

goV'erc.iug exception ratings tarIff, are suitable to:governtbe 

minimum rates established by the Commiss·ion. 

4. !be rates' and charges resulting from the· application of 

the aforesaid ratings and rules are~ .and for the future will be , 

the just, reasonable and nondiscriminatory minimum rates-·· and charges 

for the tratlSportation of property by highway carriers subJect· to . 

the applicable ~n1mum rate tariffs. 

!he Commission concludes that ~ except as otherwise 

provided herein7 the proposed classification cbaUges set forth in· 

Application No. 52223 should be authori.zed)' ~nd that suchra:tings 

and rules should be adopted and approved, to the extent:tnd1ca'ted': ... 
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A. 52223, et ale hjh ", 

r "J" ' 

, . 

- in the ensuing order, to governtbe minimum.· rates.·e-stablished'bythe 

Commission. l'he Commission further concludes ,:that·.the:lnvolved 

partici-pating common carriers in applicant's.'N.B:t:Eonal Motor Freight 
" ,"'~)" 

Classifi.cation A-ll should be· authorized to depart from the : 

provisions of Section 460 of the Pub-lic Utiliti.es Code ta:the·.extent 

necessary to adjust long- and short-haul depart~es now'maintained. 

under outstanding authoriZAtions. 

IT- IS ORDERED tbat: 

1. National Motor Freight Traffic AssociAtion, Inc." Agent) 

on behalf of tbe' involved COtmllon carriers participating in· N~tlonal ' 

Motor Freight Classification A-ll, is autborizedtoes:tabllshand 

publish the clasS:ification.ratiugs and: rules set, forth in 

Application No. 52223, except the proposed classification revis'ions 
. . -

contained in Items. 17350, 2ll90-A:. 69435 and-190·2'lO~A of Supplement· 

10 to the aforementioned governing elassif:[cat1on~ , Public'atton of 

the classification provisionS- authorized herein for California 

intrastate traffic sball be f1lednot earlier than the effective 

date of this order and may be made effective not earliertnau 

February 15> 1971, on not less than five days" :l()tice to the 

Commission and to the public. 

2. The proposed classification changes set. forth in 

Items 173S0~ 2l190-A, 69435 and 1902l0-A of Supplement lO'to' 

National MOtor Freight Classification A-ll are not authorized: at 

this time for application on California intrastate traffic .• 

3. Except as otherwise provided. in ,ordering paragraph 7 

hereof, the classification ratings and' rules. authorized: herein are . 

approved and adopted AS the just, reasonable and,nondiscri.minatory. 

ratings and rules to govern the -mi.nimUtn rates and' rules: promUlgated 

by the Comm1ss'1ou in Minimum Rate Tariffs l-B:~ 2~S". 6-A, 9~.B:,. 

ll-A~ ]{.. -A~ lS and 19. 
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A. 52223» et a1. hjh 

4. Tariff publications required to be made by common 

carriers as a result of ordering paragraph 3: hereof shall be filed' 

not earlier than the effective date of this order, and may be made 

effective not earLier than February 15, 1971,on uot less' than 

five days' noti.ce to the Commission and to- the public; such 

tariff publieatious. which are authorized but not required~ ,to be ' 

made by common carriers as a result of ordering. para.gra:ph. 3-' hereof 

may be made effective not earlier than February, 15~ '1971, aud'may 

be made effective ou not less than fi.ve days r not:teeto· the: 

Commission aud to the public if filed,not later than April 1, 1971~ 

5. the classifi.cation' ratings and' rules author,:[zed to be 

established by orderiugparagraph 3 hereof are' authorized to- be 

made applicable also for the transportation of: 

(a) Commodities for which minimum rates 
~ve not been established, or 

(l:» Commodities which are subject to higher " 
rates ~ban» or more restrictive provisions 
than, the minimum rates or provisions 
otherwise applicable, or 

(e) Commodities for which rates have been 
established based upon Minimum Rate 
Tariffs 1-B,. 2, 5, 6-A, 9-B:, ll-A, 14-A, 
15 aud 19. 

6. Any provisions currently maintained· in cotnmo.n carrier 

tariffs which are more restrictive than, or which produce charges 
, :,' I 

greater than, those contained in Minimum Rate Tariffs 1-B'i Z, 5·, . " . 

6-A, 9-S, ll-A, 14-A, l~ and 19 and Exception Rstings.Tariff 1 are 

authorized to be maintained in eonneetionwith the ratings and . 

:rules nuthor:ized and directed to be established'herein. 

7. Except as prov:ided in ordering, paragraph 6· hereof ,. 

co~on carriers are not authorized to publish ratings and rules 

which are different from" and are superseded by, present exceptions 
, < ' , 

contained in Exception Ratings Tariff 1 and M1nimumR.at~T.ar:[f:fS:l ... B;, 

2, 5, 6-A" 9-:8'" 1l-A, 14-A, lS and 19' • 

.. -6-



" -

A. 52223. et a1. hjh 

8. CotmnOtl, carriers, itl establishing andmaint8.i1:l1ng'the 

rlltings and rules authorized hereinabove, are hereby 8uthoriz,ed' to 

depart from the provisions of Section 460' of the Public Utilities 

Code to. the extent necessary to adjust long- and short-haul' 

departures 'now ~i'O.t8.ined under outstanding. authorizations; such 

outstaud1ug authoriz&tions are bereby modified only,tothe extent 

necessary to comply wi.th thi.s order; and' schedules, containing; the· 

ratings and rules published under this authority shall make 'reference 
• , I' 

to the' prior orders authorizing long- and short-haul departures.' and' 

to this' order. 

Tne effective date of this order shall be:twe~ty &ys 

~fter the date hereof. 

California, this ·_13~Q.I/(/_- ' Dated at ----------------------
~yof ________ '~A~N_UA_R_Y ______ , 

cotrlDi1ssioners. 

. . 

Comm1s~ioMr- Vernon L.Sturgeon., be1lls.· 
noeo:;:;~rily ob:.er,t .. did"not participate,,, 
1n the d1!lpos1t1on. of' this prQ.Ceeding. " 
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