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Decision No. _ .... 7 .... 8"'22_ .... 6'"-_ 

BEFORE !BE PUBLIC tlTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE 'STATE' OF' CALIFORNIA" 
'r ,"" 

COMPANY for a certificate of 
public convenience and necessity 

In the :YJatter of tbe Application ! 
of PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC 

to construct, install" operate, 
rcaintain,. and use a 230-kv traus- ) 
miSSion line froc the Tesla-Midway 
230-kv transmission line to the 
proposed Devils Den Substation. 

Application No.. 52256 
(Filed October 21, 1970) 

OPINION AND ORDER 

Pacific Gas and Electric> Company (PG&E) seeks an· order. of ./' 

the COmmission issuing to it a certificate pursuant to General' , 
.', .. 

Order No. 131 that the present and future safety'~ health", comfort'; " 
. , 

and convenience of the public and the' present and future pub-lie 

convenience and necessity require or will require the construction, 
, , , 

installation, operE!tion" and maintenance of a 230~kV trans~'s:s.!on 

line) he::eina:ter referred to. e.s the' Devils Den line, fromtli,e 
, 

Tesla-Y.d,<!way 230-kv double-circuit transmiSSion line to a ',23C/7()-Iw 

substation to be installed adjacent to the e).."istitl8Devils:Dcn76~kv'· 
SWitching station. .. ,' " 

~: , ';'1:' " >'.' Pursuant to Section 6 of General Order lil'c-~ l.;,l, PGSe ,gaye. , 
, , , 

prol,)er notice of filing the apl>lic:ation to' the legislative and 
'. .' , 

planning ~otm:nissions of the counties' conc:ern~d (I<itigsand Kern). and 

to the State Highway Engineer by mailing copies 0::, the :;!pplieatiotl 

to them z,nd also has given proper notice to', the, general'pU:blic by 

e.dvertisement. 
. . .' 

No request for a public hearing bas been reCei.VCd,'by the; " 

COmmiSSion. 
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Pursuant to Section' 5' of Genera.l Order 'No.l31".:ro&E ,', 

suo~tted the following data: 

Necessity 1"or Proposed tine 

PG&E proposes to- install the Dev1lsDen l1ne byMay',. 19n"." 

in order to avoid overloa.ding or eXisting circuits and, an" ens-tillg 

transmission bank,. 

New agr1cul tural land is being developed' 1r.l:"the Devils Den- ' 

Lost Rills area as the result of availability of wate'r from the 

California. Aqueduct~ l'b.e Dudley Ridge Water District and the 

Lost R111s Water District have' constructed canals an.d la.teralp1pe-" 
, 

lines adequate to distribute water to approximately 70 square ' m1les 

01" preViously undeveloped land. 
, .. 

. .". . 

The DeVils Den - Lost Hills are,~ is presently supp'11edf'x'om 

a 70-kv transmission system With inputs from Gates 230/li5/70~KV 

SUbstation,. a.pproXimately 33" miles to the northwest" Henrietta, 

230/70-l<v SUbstation". approXimately 36 miles to the north, and 

Taft 115/70-ltv Substation,. approXimately 52' miles' to th~ southeast. 

A map showing this general area and, PG&E su'bsta.t1onsreferred to'in 

the application is attached to the application". marked ExlUb:1t A. 

In the summer of 1972., the expected loa.ding of related , 

transmiss10n banks W1.ll be as follows: 

Normal 
ca~itY 

... 
Gates 230/ll5 kv 120.0 
Gates 115/70,ltv 90.0 
Henrietta 230/70 kv 107.2' 
Tatt 115/70 kv 62.5 
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197~ Summer 
Load, 
RVA 

119 
99"· 

100: 
57 

,i 
'I 

" , 

l?ercentageof ' 
Load to- Capacity. 

99.2 
110" 
,93-~3 

91: .. 2".', ... 



In a.ddition to th.e 10 percent over10a.d on the 90'MVA 

l1Sl70-kv transformer a.t Gates Substa.t1on~ outage ot the Ga.tes-, '. 

DeVils Den 70-kv line Will result 1n a 7 percent overload'> on'the' 

Gates-1'ulare Lake 70-kv line (SOOA load on a 1/0 Cu .. rated 280A . 

m:mmer emergency)" and outage ot the 'Xaft-McKittr1c-k 70':'kv.W111 

result in a 7 percent overload on the Henrietta-Tula.re Lake 70-kv 
' " . " 

11ne (300A load on 1/0 Cu. rated 280A summer emergency) • 

In order to el1m1nate these deficienc1es., PG&E;: Will a.cquire 

:l.dditional property adjacent to its eXisting Devils Den 70-kv 

s~tch1ng st.a.tion and a 230-kv transm1ssion line ~1ght-o:f'-wa.y· extend~ 
. ' . .' " 

1ng appro~matelY 7 miles from this property to- the 'Xesla-Mldway 

230-ltv elouble-circU1t transmission line.. The property to:.be acquired .. 

selja.cent to the eXisting sWitcb.1:ag station and th.e' r1~t.;.ot\ .. way:W111 . 

be used for the jnsta1lation of, a 230110-.kv SUbstat10nsuPP11ed'by 

a loop of one circlli t of the Xesla.-Midway 230-kvdouble-e1rcU1t. 
, . . ,-, 

transmission line to teed power into the 70-kv network where support, . 

is needed. cost urgently. 'I'b.e proposed transmission line 'S~Ould:'be' •. 
completed and in operation by May., 1972; to· promote the satety~. 
health> comfort., and convenience of' the- public. 

Location o~ Proposed tine 

Ii . '. ." 

A map a.t~-\ched to the app11ca.t1on~ marlted Exbib-1t>.B,,:"shows. . 
• '1 

the route of the proposed D~V11s Den line and eXisting" transmission.' 

lines Within one mile of the proposed line. A schematic: dia.gram 

attached to the app:t1ea.tioIl~ %Q.S.rked Exhibit C> shows transmission 

lines referred to in the application. 

The proposed DeVils Den line is located.a.pproximatelY 

3·5 miles east of the small community of: Devils Den~ which is. 

Situated along State Highway 33~ approximately'16' m1lessoutho'f . the 
" . 

town ot Avenal. The line W'111 traverse wha.t is now un1m~rov~dSx:aZ1ng . 

. -3-. 



A-522S6" , 

land" in Kern and Kings Count1es"presently zoned for ae.;r1cultursl .. ' 
• - ' .... '1 

use •. The line Will cross two pa.rcels 01: land establish&i ',a.sa,gr1bul: 

ture.1 preserves pursuant to'Section 51"200,, et seq.~of" 'the California 

Government Code> the Cali1'orn1a Aqueduct;,. and the propose.1" ro~te ;'of" . 

Interstate Highway No.5. 

Applicant states that there are ·nosettied area:,. parks".' 
• .'" I I 

recreational areas" scenic areas" h1stor'ic sites or bu11d'1ngs,,'or 

archeolog1caJ. s1tes located within one mile ot', the proposed'Devils ,Den . ... " 

l1ne route. Applicant states that construction of the proposed 
"," "," 

transmission ::t:o.e Will not produce an unreasona.ble' burden on,natural 

resources" aesthetiCS" publ1c hea.1thand saf'ety", a.1r and water quality. 

Description and Cost o~ Proposed Line 

A description ot' the proposed transmiSSion line and ,its' . 

cost are as follows,: 

1. Length' .(m:Ues) 

2. R1gh.t-01''-w~ w1dth (feet) 
3· Type ot conductor 
4. Size of'. conductor 
5. Capacity (MVA),' 

a.Initial and Proposed 

6. Type 01: structures 

7 • Height o~ structures 
8. ApproX1ma.te span length . 
9· Estimated cost 

7 
100. 

AlUminum ca.ble; . steel'reillrorced 
795, MOM . " ~ 

282 summer .normal 
322', summer,eme~g~ .' 

. , . . 

Convent10nal.'square;';;"oase,,:' self'~:: 
support.1ng,:"dou"o;le~c1rCU1~';.':',' : '. 
steel' towers.' .. ,.' . ' .. ,"".' 

:',' 

Approx:fJnatelY·'125-.;f~e·t .... 
Boo'to,' 1;200: 'feet> " 
$490>000 (~~s,·n~t.·1nCl~de:" 
right-of -way .' cos.t's) .' .... ~". 

As :1ndicated above" the' proposed Devils Den,. i:tile . will 
• • I" • 

traverse what i$ now. unimproved grazing' land zoned . for "agri6Ul tural 

use and appl1ce.nt states it will be compatible with the env1ronment~ . 
. ( ,~.. . 

• 1,' 

I 
',' 
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Selection ot Proposed Route 

The route tor the proposed DeVils Den line was selected' 

beca.use it has the least impact on enV1ronment and1s most.' economical. " 

Applicant states any alternate route would lengthen the line without 

ot't'ermg s:n:y enViro:cmental or economic a.dvantages: .. 

Est~ted Schedules 

The est1mated schedule tor r1ght-ot~way' aCqU1s,1t1on and 
, , 

construction is as follows: 

1. Authoriza.tion tor r1ght-ot'-way acquisition August 26,,) 

2.. Right-ot -way aequ.i.si t10n ha.s commenced and "', 
is to be completed by Oct,ooer 1$71 " ' 

3.. Construction Schedule: 

(a) 
(1:> ) 
(c) 

Foundations 
Tower Erection 
Conductor Stringing 

Start 

November 1,) 
Decem'ber 1,. 

January 15., 

1971 
1971 
1972 . 

4. Construction to 'be comp;teted by May,) 1972'" 

Governmental Agency ReView 

,Complete: ' 

JanuarY .1,.,19121 

March> 1'> 197~:' ' 
" " , 

MaYl'1972' 
" ~, 

Consistent with Kern C01J%lty and Kings County zoning 

ord1na.nces" the, proposed Devils Den line route was shown to,the 

Pla.nn1ng Comm1ssions of' the respective counties torreV1,ew and:' 

recommendat1on. The Kern County Planning Comm1s$ion round, the llne 

route through. that County not in conf11ct With a:ny ot, the' various" 

elements ot 1ts General Plan" prov1dedthat the steel towers are 

set back a minimum of' 55 teet rrom.'section lines' and4Sf'eet from 

:.1dsec:t1on lines 1n accord.ance With. the Circulation Element'o:t the 

General Plan. The Kern CO'Unty Planning Commission,ts letter- is 

attached to the a.pplication.. marked Emib1t D .. ' The K:tngsCo1.ttity 

Planr~ COmmiSSion found the proposed line route' through that 
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CO'Unty to 'be . satisfactory. The Kings CountyPla.nn1ng, C0mm1ss10n~s ' 

letter setting forth its findings is attacheato,the, ap~11ca.tion", 

:narked ~'b1 t E'. 

F1ndings 

The COmmission ~indstbat: 

1. The construct10n~1nstallat1on, operation and maintenance 

of a. 230-kv transm1ss1on l1ne, referred to as the Dev11sDen,11ne>­

and as described' in th.1s a.pp11c:at1on~ is, reasonably requ:tredto, 

meet area Qemands tor present and' future reliable' and,economic: 

electric service. 

2.' The DeVils Den line 'Will not produce an. unreasonable 'burden" 
, , 

on natural resources, aesthetics of' the a.rea. in whiCh"loca.ted",public 

health and sa.:f'ety> air, and water quaJ.1 ty in the vicinity;, or parks , 
. " . 

• . " 'I'. • '. 

recreationaJ. and service areas, or historic s1tes and, buildings, o'r:, 
" " . , , " 

a.rcheolOgiCal sites. 

3. Applicant' s proposal is in the pub11c 1nterest,.that 
, , 

public conven:tence and necessity now require and Will' requ1re,th~ 

construction of' the 230-kv tranSmission line descr1'bed:1n'th1s,' 

application..., that a public hearing is not necessary> and that a. ' 
certificate should be 1ssued. 

The certi1"1cate herem, granted shall, be su'bj'ect to" the. 

folloWing proVision of la.w: 

The Commission s~l have no, power to author1zethe 

capitaliza.tion of this' eert1t1ee.te of" public 'Convenience" 

and necessity or the right to own,. opera.te"ior en.1oy,such' 

certifica.te of public convenience and necessity 1nexcess, 
, '. ' 

or the amount' (excluSive of any taxo'r annuai~harge), 
, . . . . ". 

, ',,, 

actually paid to the State as the consideration, tor the' 

issuance or such certif1ca.te of pu'bl1cconvenience and, : 

neceSsity or right. 
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The action taken herein is for the issuance ,of'a cert1f1ca:te i 

of pub11c convenience andnecess1ty only and is not to be>' considered 

as :1nd1ca.ti ve of amounts to be included 1n a t'Utureproceed1ng for ' 

the purpose of determining just and rea.sonable ra. te~,~ 

IT IS ORDERED tha.t a certificate of pU'b11econven1ence arid, 
, , 

necessity is granted to Pacific Gas and Electr1c Company to con.struct .. 

operate" ma.:!.nta1n and use a. 230-kv transmission: line '8.5: described, ,.in 

the application. 

, The authorization herein granted shall exp1re1f'not 

exercl.sed W1.th1n three' years from the de. te hereof., 

The effective date of this order sha.ll be twenty days,'a..fter' 

the date hereof. 

Dated at 
---------------------

f JANUARY 9 o ___________ " 1 71 ... 

,.,': 
, . ' . " 

Commls,s1onex-'s ". , 

, , 
, , . ' 

I :- I 
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