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Decision No. __ 7_8_2_9_3 __ 

BEFORE THE PUSLXC UTILXTIES COMMcrSSIONOF T.HE. ST~EOF CALIFO~ 

In the Matter of the Investigation ) 
into the ra.tes~ rules? regulations,. ) 
Charges~ allowances,. and practices ) 
of all highway carriers relating to ) 
the transportation of any and all ) 
commodities between and within all ) 
points and places in the State of ) 
California (ineluding,. but not ) 
lL~ted to,. transportation for whiCh) 
rates are. provided in Minimum Rate ) 
Tariff No.2). ) 

Case No.S432 
Petition for Modification 

No,. 625 

And Related Matters 

) 
) 
) 
) case No. 543S~,petition.NO~173:· 
) case, No,.' 543&/'", Peti'tion'.NO:~', 'lOe" ... 
) . Case' No. 5439:,.' Petition NO:~,'139'i~' .' .' 
) case No.':544l:'r,:pe'titi~nNO:~: ,:220:~"~" 0 

) Case:, No'. ,5603'".>: Peti.tion. NO';;:', '9.6< .. w 

) case· No-" 7783-,.:. p'et!'tion:" No;;.:·' 3$ .... ;. 
) case' N() •. <7S'S7',;'petition);N():~:': ... 44;::­
) Case;' No-. '7SSS,,;:,petition::';No<: :'9,2:. '. 
) . ,Application No~~:. 5240:2',."' • 
. ) . "'.' '. ','. .. ..... ' 

. , . , ' <',:' ' , :. " .. , '. \ \,.' ~ ,'t' , •. 

) (Filed, JanuuY.' 1:5, :19'71). 

------------------------------~) 
OPINION AND ORDER 

Various common carriers engaged in intrastate transporta­

tion within california. participate in National Motor Freight: Clas-, 

sification A-II" hereinafter referred to as the. Governing Classifi- . 
, \ ' . 

cation" for class ratings and other prOvisions. Also" cert'ain 

CO=nl.ssion. minimum ra.te tariffs are subject to. the. class,. ratings 

and/or other provisions of such classifieation. 

By Application No. 52402, National'Motor Freight Traffic 

AssOCia.tion, Inc.? Agent" seeks authority.,. on behalf of such common 

c<l%'riers" to publish specific revisions in the Gove:rn~g Classifica";; 
" 

tion to become effective March 5,. 1971, concurrently.with the 
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national effective date for such revisions.1 By the above petitions, 

california Trucking Association seeks. to have the ratings and other . 

provisions in: the Goveminq Cla$$ifi~ation similarly revised to 

govel:tl, the minilnum rates and rules in certain Commission ndnimum 

ratetariffs •. 2 petitioner requests tha.t a.ll common carriers' be 

directed to establish in their respective- tariffs such modifications 
, " 

as may be prescribed by the Commission IS order in these proceedings, 

. including relief from the long.- .and short-haul provisions of, Section 

460 of the PUblic: Utilities Code. 

Applicant and petitioner, hereinafter referred to· as 

applieants~ state that ~e GOvernin9 Classification is periodically 

revised to meet the changing needs of commerce. Applicants aver . 
that the procedures available to shippers and carriers to' initiate 

such revisions, to. participate. in their disposition' and to:. protect, 
" 

their interests are generally known to the carriers and shippers. 
" . " 

Applicants allege that the sought revisions, ha.ve been· au.thorizedby': 

the National Classification Board, after due process, and are 

generally sc::b.eduled to- become effective .Ma.::ch S~I 1971-, for tariffs' 

covering areas other than California and that such revisl.ons,.if 

authorized,. 'WOuld permit maintenance of uniformityo,f classification' 

provisions between california and the rest of' ,the nation. 

1 The changes,. which are provided in Supplement'23 to: th~ Governing, 
Classification,. are set forth in Exhibit A ana. the" related· . 
justifications are set forth in Exhibit B, both of which are 
attached to the application. . 

2 
'!he tari:Zis are Minimu.'"n Rate Tariffs 1\I'0s. l-B(East Bay Drayage) , 
2 (General Cornrnoeitics Statewide), 5 (LOS Angeles Drayage} ,.6-A: 
(Petrol~um ane Petroleum P::O<iucts Statewide), 9;"3 (San'Diego' . 

Drayage)." ll-A ('O'nc::atcd New F\lrniturc Statewide) ,14-A(Ag:rieul-, 
tural Com:noditics Statewide) ," 15 (Vehicle Unit Rates) ,~G 19' (san 
Francisco Drayage) ancl Exception RAtings'.t'ariffNo. l~ 
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A reviC\tv" of applicants.' proposed revisions' indicates ,that" 

except "for a change- in C .. O .. D .. charges, they pertain principally to' 

(1) £ormat of c::lassification:(2)correction of publishing errors 

and omissions; (3) clarification of existingdescrip,tions:of' 

articles: (4) cancellation of obsolete provisions: and.~ .(S-) establish­

ment of specific ratings for newly designed or manufactured articles .• 

These principal changes are within the framework o.fthc: criteria.' , 

heretofore announced by this Commission for establishing revisions. 

in the Governing Classifica.tion on California in~rastate.tr';'ffi~ .. 3 

The proposed' cha..rg-es for collecting and remitting' the amount of e:ac::h 

C.O.D. bill would result in inereases of approximately 10 percent., 
" ' \ . 

Applicants declare that these revised. charges reflec't: the incrci~od.· 

costs for pcrfor.ming this service.
4 

Copies of the application and petitions were 'mailed to, 

various chambers. o.f com."nerce, shipper organizations". c<lrrier 
'. 

representatives and other interested parties on or about Janttary 15" 

1971.. The application and petitions were listed on thcCoIIlItission' s . ' 

Daily cal~ndar of January 19" 1971.. No objoction to' the granting 

of the application and petitions has. beenreceiveo.. 

'the Transportation :Oivision s',aff has" revi~""0dt'hC' appliea-: 

tion and petitions and recommends that .. except for.the pro?o$cd in~' 

creasos in the C.O.D. chuges" they be grantodbyox'p~teorder~ '., 

3 ' 
See Decision No. 68324 in Case No. 5432', etal, .... 6:>, Cal.P.'O.C~ 72S~ 

~ Commission staff analysis reveals that.. of' the. 8:9 revisions in . 
question... 32 would result in incre~es.. 11 in reductions and 46· 
in neither increases nor reductions. Of tl'lc 3 Z increases~, 24' 
involve c.:l.ncellation of obsolete com.."'noditics" and.modifieation o;f 
ratings and minimum weights, on certain cO~"'nodities, to reflect 
more ad~atcly their t:-ansportation characteristics and. S involve 
chang-es in commodity descriptions~ ." 
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In the cirC\lmStances"it appears". and the Commiss,ion finds,' 

that: 

1.. The proposed adjustment in the charges fo~ eo,llectin,g' 

and remitting- the amount of each C.O.D. bill is not within, the, frame~ 

work of the criteria heretofore announced by the Commission for' 

establishing revisions in the Governing- Classification on California 

intrastate traffic and, should not be authorized in this proceeding. 

2. Except as provided in Finding ,No. 1 .. the,proposed: 

classification revisions set forth in Application No. ',5240'2 are" 

reasonable and" to the extent that said. ratings and rules will: result' 

in inereases~ suCh increases are justified. 

3 _ The proposed. ratings and rules which applicant w'ill, be 

authorized to establish .. except to the extent that said, ratings and 

rules are different from and are superseded by present 'exceptions. 

contained in the respective xniniInwn rate tariffs ~d; the governing 

exception ratings tariff". are suitable to' govo-rnthe minifnum' rates, 

established by the Conuuission~ 

4. Except as provided in Finding No .. 1" the rates and" 

charges resulting from the application of, the aforesaidratlngs' and 

rules are" and for the future will be.,. the' j'ust .. reasonableand non- , 

discriminatoJ:y minimum rates and eharg'es. for, the:' transportation, 'of 

property by highway carriers subject to the-applicableminimum.rate' 

tariffs. 

Based on the above findings ... th.e Commissioneoneludes tha.t' 

the proposed classification changes set forth in Application No. 

52402' should be authorized" and that such ratings anct~lesshould 

be adopted and approved .. , to the extent indicated in the' ensuil.'lg. 

order .. to govern the :nini."nUlU rates. cstablishedby the' Commiosion. 

The Commission further, conelucles ,'that the involveclparticipating 

comon carriers in applicant t $ Na.tionalMotor Freight' Cl~ification' 

A-ll Should be authorized to depart from the provisions, of Scction460 
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i' ef tll,(~' PUblic:- Utilities Code" to the extent necessary to adjust lon~- , 
I' 

;md short-haul departures now maintained~ under outstanding authoriza-

tiens. 

IT IS ORDERED ~t: 

\1 
1. National Motor Freight Traffic Association:,. Inc.~. Agent" 

on behalf of the inVOlved common carriers participating in National 

Motor Freight Classification A-ll, is authorized to· establish and pub- \1 
, , 1\ 

• lish the classification rating'S and rules set forth in App-lic~tion No • . ' .,' 
52402, except the provisions of Item 430-S therein, to become effec-

tive not earlier than .March 5, 1971". on not less than two' days' notice' 

to the Commissien and to the public. 

2. Except as otherwise provided in Orderin'g paragraph G' 

hereof, the classification ratings and rules authorized'hereill a=e 

apprO'Ved and adopted as the just", reasonable and nondiseriminatory 

ratings and rules to govern the minimUm rates and ru'les promulgat'ed 

by the Commission in Minimum Rate Tariffs Nos ... l-B,,2', 5, 6-A, 9-B, 

ll-A, 14-A" 15 and 19. 

3. Tariff publications required to be made by common car­

riers as a result ef Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof shall be made,effec~ 

tive March S" 1971, on not less than two days' notice to the Commis­

sion and to the public and tariff publications whiCh are authorized 

but not required to' ~c made by commen carriers as a resul t' of Ordering 

Paragraph 2 hereof may be made effective not earlier than MarCh ~~ 

1971.". and may be made effective on not less than two' days' notice to­

the Commission and to' the public if filed not later than May 4, 1971. 

4. The classification ratings and rules authorized to ~e 

established by Ordering paragraph 2 bere~f are autherized t~ be made ' 

applicable also fer the transportation of:-

(a) Commodities for which minirm.uo rates 
'have net been established, or 

(b) commodities which are subject to' higher 
rates than,. er more restrictive provisions 
than". the minimum rates er previsions 
otherwise applicable" er 
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(c) Commodities for which rates have-been 
established based upon Min~um Rate . 
Tariffs Nos. l-B, 2 .. 5 ... 6-A".' 9-B .. , ll-A ... 
14-A, lS and 19. 

s. A:riy provisions currently maintained in common carrier 

tariffs which are more restrictive than.. or which produce charges' . 
. , 

g:eater than" those contained in Minimmn Rate''I'~iffsNOs. l"";B, 2',' 
, 

5 .. G-A, 9-B .. ll-A". 14-A .. 1S, and 19 and Exception Ratings Tariff' 

No.1 are authorized to. be maintained in connection with the ratings 
, , ' 

and rules authorized and directed t~ be established heroin. 

6. Except as provided in Ordering paragraph Shereof .. 

common carriers are not a.uthorized to publish ratings and rules 

which aro different from.. and are superseded by ... present: exceptions' -

contained in Exception Ratings- Tariff No.1 and Minimum Rate- Ta.riffs 

Nos. l-B .. 2" S; 6-A .. 9-a. .. ll-A, lot-A .. 1$ and 19-._ 

7. Common carriers" inestablishinq- ana 'maintaiJ?ing 

the ratings ana rules authorized hereinabove.. are hereby_ 

authorized to depart from the provisions of' Section 460 o-f the 

Public utilities Code to- the extent necessary to adj.ust'long- and 

short-haul departures now maintained under outstandingauthoriza- , 

tions: such outstand.ing a.uthorizations are hereby'modified only,. to' 

the extent necessary to c:oxnply with this order; and schedules 
• 'l . l 

contain:i.ng the ratings and rules published under th£s aut'hOr:i:.~y. 

shall lnake reference to the prior orders autho.rizing long- . and: 

short-haul departures and to this. order. 

-6-



np 

The effective date of this ordershalJ.: be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at San Diego, CaliforniCl:,. this _' ... 1.",,'_' .:.t:k,_-r_,. _':_" '_"'_', Clay of 

February, 1971. 
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