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Decision No. 78334 

BEFORE !HE PUBLIC unLInES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF: CALIFORNIA 

Investigation on the Commission's ~ 
own motion into the status, 
operations, rates and practices 
of IRVIN HEPPNER and MORRIS JORDAN, ~ 
individuals, doing business as 
RIVERDAlE WATER COMPANY ~ a water 
system near Modesto, California. ) 

----------------------------) 

Case No.. 9050 

Irvin Heppner, for Riverdale Water 
Company, respondent. 

Tedd F. Marvin, for the Commission 
stan. 

OPINION -.---.-- .... -~ 

By Order Instituting Investigation dated April 14, 1970, . 

the Commission seeks to determine whether respondents are operating. 

a public utility water system serving Riverdale Park Subdir~sion as 

a public utility water corporation Within the meaning of Sections 

216, 240, 241 and 2701 of the Public Utilities Code without having 

first obtained a certificate of pub-lie convenience· and 'necessity 

~s required' by Section 1001 of said cod·e. 

Public hearing was held· August 12,1970 at Modesto before 

Examiner Porter. 

At the hearing there was no dispute that Riverdale Water 

Company was operating as a public utility water company;. 'the only .. 

question was as to who own.ed the water company. By late filed" 

E.."'<hibit No.2. Morris Lee Jor<ian, by a Quitclaim Deed,. quitclaimed 

the property upon which the well that services the Riverdale' Park 

Subdivision is locat.el! to Irv.tn Heppner. 
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Users of the water system appeared at the hearing and 

testified to the problem of water pressure and' lack of fire.hydrants. 

Upon consideration of the evidence" the ColIlmission finds 

(1) that respondent"Irvin Heppner is operating a pub-licutili·ty 

water system and is a public utility corporation within the meaning 
• :. " "I 

as set forth in the Public Utilities Code and (2) that there are 

problems with :wa~er pressure and lack of fire hydrants; therefore". 

expansion of the existing system should'be restricted as se:tforth 
,~' I' • 

in the ensuing order" and concludes that Irvin Heppner should be'~ 
t : 

I 
I 
I 

j 
issued a certificate of public convenienee and necessity. 

\, ,.-J" 

ORDER .... -_ .... -. 

IT IS· ORDERED that: 

l. Irvin Heppner, doing business as Riverdale Wacer'Company, 
, " !, .' 

is hereby declared te)· be a public utility sub-j,ect. to', the jurisdie-. 
.. ,- I, ' 
•••. I 

cion of this Commissi:~n and to che applicable provisions' o£: law.·" ' 

2. Respondent Irvin Heppner is' auchorlzed .~nd· ~irected· t() 

file" 'Within thirty days after the effective date ,of! this order, 
" 

the schedule of rates set forth in Appendix A to- this. order, a tariff 
, • " j 

I, " 

service area map clearly indicating the boundaries ~f the service 

area". appropriate' general rules, and copies ofpr!nted forms to be 

used in dealiug with cos'tomers.. Such' filing shall,' comply with 
. , 

General Order No. 96-A, and the tariff schedules. shitll become 

effective on the fourth day after the date of filing.'. 

3. Respondent Irvin Heppner'shall not'furnish :elat rate 

service to more than 60 residential customers or extend fa'cilities 

or offer to provide service to any premises not adjacent to their . . 
distribution facilities until there is connected for operation an 

alternate source of water supply capable of prov1dingservice. to-atl 

customers in the event of the failure of the' single source o£supply. 
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4. Respondent Irvin Heppner shall set up formal books of 

accounts in conformity with the Uniform, Sys,tem of Accounts ,for 

Class D Water Utilities prescribed by this Commission and record 

therein the appropriate charges to plant accounts and a credit to 

the depreciation reserve account based upon the data in Schedule A 

at:uched t:o the staff report, Exhibit No. 1 in this proceeding. 

S. For the year 197'1, respondent: Irvin Heppner shall apply a 

depreciation rate of 2'.81. to the original cost of depreciable plant .. 

Until review indicates otherwise, defendants shalt' continue to use 

this rate. Defendants shall review their depreciation rates at: 

intervals of five years and whenever a major change in depreciable 

plant occurs. Any revised depreciation rate shall be determined by: 

(1) subtracting the estimated future net salvage and the depreciation 

reserve from the original cost of plant, (2) dividing the result by 

the estimated remaining. life of the plant, and (3) dividing, the 

quotient by the original cost of plant. The' result$ of each: review' 

shall be submitted promptly t:o this Commission. 

The Secretary of the Commission is directed to cause 

personal service of this order to be'made on respondent' Irvin Heppner. ' 

The effective date of this: order shall be twenty days after the 

completion of such service. 

Dated at 
San Francisco 

------------------FEBRUARY of _________ , 1971~ 

II. ,I -:, .:.:,.,: ",,,', .. ' ',: rma~' , 
- , ,.(" J ",,'. .,- ' 
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APPLICABILITY' 

APPENDDC A 
Page lor 2" 

Sehed~e No. 1 

METERED SERVICE 

Appl1ee.ble ~ aU metered. water eervice. " 

TERRITORY 

." •• C 

l'he 'Ilrlineorpora.ted area. including RiverdAle Park Subdivision and 
V1e1n1ty~ loea~dapprox1mate~ one-half'mile ~outhwest or Mode.sto~ 
Stani~la:u~ County. 

RATES 

F:1rst 600' cu ... ft. or les" ••••• "' •••••• '" "'_ ••.• 
Next l~OOO cu. tt",~. per 100cu .. ft ......... . 
Next 2~400 cu. ft.> per 100 cu ... it ..•••••... 
Over 4~OOO cu.: ft., per 100 cu. ft. .. ........ . 

Per Meter· 
Per Month. 

$ 3~50 
.20 
.16,· 
.12' 

Mill1mum -Charge: 

~or S/ax3!4-ineh meter •••••••••••••••••••• 
For .3/4-1nch . meter ..................... . 
or l-inCh ~ter •••••••••••••••••••• 

For 1~1neh. meter ..................... . 
For 2-1nc:hmeter ...................... . 

$ 3.50 
4.2$ 
6· .. 00 
9'.00 

12 .. 00 

!'he Minimum Charge 'W1lJ. entitle tho eustomE'tr' 
to the quantity or 'WAter which tha.t minimum 
charge W1lJ. purchAse a.t the Quan.ti ty- .Rates. 
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A'P'PtICABII.ITY 

APPENDIX A 
Page 2 of 2 

Seb.edule No. 2 

,E'g! ~ SERVICE 

Applicable to all nat. ra.te wa.ter service .. 

TERRI'roRY 

'-.' .. ,. 

The unincorpora.ted area. including Riverdal.o Park Subd1v:Ls.ion and 
vi<:1nity, lecated a.pprox:1lna.t.e~ one-ha.li" mile southwost. of Mod.esto·,. 
Sta.mslaus Co\mty. 

.... For each single-f~ resid.ential 
lmit, including premises not exceeding 
12,500 aq. ft. in area.. 

a.. For each additioXl3l single-family 
residential unit in the same premi~es 
and. aerved from the aamo service 

Pcr Service Connection 
Per Month . . 

$4.00 

coxmoetion. 2.00 

b. Fer each 100· 5Ct •. f't. of" prem:ise~ in 
exce:s.s of" 12,500 sq .. !t. .O~ 

$?EgA!. CONDITIONS 

1. 'lb.e above :nat rates a.pply to. a service connection not. larger 
than one inch in diameter. . 

2. For service covered b;r the above cla:s.s11'1eat.1on, it the utility 
so elects a meter shaJJ, be in:s.talled and. service provided under Sehed.',lo 
No. l, Meter«!. Sorvice, e!!eet:i.ve as o! the first· day or the rollowing . 
ea.J.endar month. 'Where the .nat rate charge tor a period. has been paid. 
in ad.'Vanee, rotund of the prora.tod. 'CI.i:Ct~renee between such nat ra.te· 
ps.:yment and. the Ininimum. meter charge tor the :!lame period ~hall be ms.de 
on or 'bo1'or" that dey. 


