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Decision No. 78448

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA-

In the matter of the Application of )
Westexrn Motor Tariff Bureauw, Inc., to )
Amend Rule No. 282 for and on behalf )
of its participating carrier's in its ) Application No. 52351
Bureau Tariff No. lll and to depart ) (Filed December 14, 1970)
from the texms of Section 45¢ of the )

Public Utilities Code to accomplish )

the desired amendments. o)

OPINION AND ORDER

By this application, Western Mofor Tariff Bureau, Inc.,
seeks authority om behalf of various highway commoh‘carfiers3parf 
‘ticipating in one of its tariffs; to: (1) compute the‘charggs on a
diverted shipment by combining the :ransportation chaxges from o
point of origin to point of diversion with the:ﬁransportation-chaxges'
from point of diversion to point of destinations (2)'£n¢réas¢-the' |
charge for diversion or reconsignﬁent of a‘shipmentifroﬁj$3;3l to
$3.50; (3) require that uniform bills of lading be surrendered-for
cancellation, endorsed or exchanged before orxrders for reconsignment
of shipments moving under such documents can be considéréd-#alid-
and (4) regquire that instructions for rccons;gnment of c-o D.-sh;p—
ments be in writing and accepted from the consignoxr only.‘

Applicant states that the proposed amendments have thrce
primary objectiﬁes: (1) to establish a positive“épplicatibﬁ of
rates where a diversion or reconsignment oécurs: (2) tqléubliéh a

charge that morxe readily reflects operaﬁing‘costé in hahdling’

L The provzs;ons pertaining to diverted or reconsigned sh;pments are
set forth in Item No. 282 of Western Motor Tarxiff Bureau,. Inc.,

Agent, Loc¢al, Joint and Proportional Frexght and Exprxess. Tarlff
No. 111, Qal. lp.U.C. No. 15.
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Aiverted or reconsigned shipments:; and (3)‘t0-¢stabl%$h'pr§visi6ps
defining carriers' responsibilities on shipments moving under
uniform bills of lading or C.0.D. Sh;pments whxch are czther
diverted or reconsmgned | | ’
Applicant alleges that, 'in acceptingvihstructions to
divert or recomsign shipments, the carrigrs‘aie~often requiréd‘to‘
unload their trucks completely in oxder to remove the Shipments~that ,
are to be diverxted ox reconsigned and then reload suéh sﬁipments?
on othexr vchicles. Applicant avers that this procedure d;s*upts ‘
normal traffic scheduling and requires add;txonal help creatzng an
undue burden on norxrmal freight traffzc; According to applicant,
this type of 2 shipment also requires the. issuancevof new‘bills of
lading and correction of freight bxlls. Appl;cant avers that the
proposed amendments would afford the carriers some measure of
protection against out-of-pocket losses incurred in transportxng
diverted or reconsigned shipments. o

The application was listed on the Commission's Daily

Calendar of Decembexr 15, 1970. No objection to the Qranting:of‘the'f

applzcatlon has been received.

Commzss;on staff analysis discloses that the provmszons
concerning the handling of shipping documents.in.connection.With‘
diverted shipments and the'processing of requests for diverSion of
C.0.D. shipments would make the carriers' responéibilities défihiée..
Computation of the transportation charges on 2 dzverted sh;pmcnt
by combinirg the transportation charges from poxnt of origin to
point of diversion with the transportation ﬁharges‘f;om point of
diversion to point of destination would result in.substantiaifin- ,

creases in the charges for the scxvices involved. The charge for
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diversion or reconsignment service was inéreased*by'12% percent on
January L1, 197L. Computation of the transportation charges and the
additional increase in the charge for di&ersion or‘reconsi§nment
service, as proposed, have not been justifiéd»and should not be
auﬁhoiized at this time. The staff recommends that a he;ring be
scheduled for the receipt of additional evidence withfrespect to:
the proposed computation of transportation charges on diverted
shipments and the increase in the service charge for‘diversion'ér
reconsignment and that the othex proposals in the applicétion be
granted by ex parte orxder. o B

In the circumstances, it appears, and the—Commi%sién finds,
that the proposed provisions pertaining to the handliﬁg oﬁ sﬁipping
documents in connection with diverted shipments and the processing.
of requests for reconsignment of C.0.D. shipments are-jﬁstifiéd. A
public hearing should be. scheduled for thelreceiét'of'evidencé |
concerning the proposed computation of transportatioﬁ-charges.on.
diverted shipments and the increase in thé sexrvice charge for

diversion or reconsignment. The Commission concludes that the ap-

plication should be granted to the extent indicated in the ensuing

order.

IT IS ORDERED that: |

1. Westexrn Motox Tariff Buréau, Inc., is hereby
authorized to publish, on behalf of all carriers participating
in its Local, Joint and Propértianal'Freight and Express Tariff
No. 1lll, Cal.P.U.C. 15, the proposed diversion and reconsiggment
provisions except the provisions pertainiﬁg-to thegcomputatiénv
of transportation charges on diverted shipﬁénts and the increése;_

in the service charge for diversion or reconsignment.
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2. Tariff publications authorized to be made as a
result of the order herein shall bevfiled«not‘earlier than the
effective date of this order and may be made effective n¢t 

earlier than thirty days after the effective date of this order

on not less than thirty days' notice to the Commission- and to-

the public. |

3. A public hearing shall be scheduled in this pro-
ceeding for the receipt of evidence on the proposed prov;szons
concerning the computat;on of transportatzon charges on dxverted
sh;pments and the increase in the sexvice chaxge for dxversxon
or reconsignment. |

The authority granted heiein shall ekpire unléss ex-
ercised within ninety days after ﬁhe~efféctive~d§te oflﬁhis ordér;

This oxder shall become effectiye—twentyidaysfﬁfter
the date hercof.

Dated at San Francisco, Caleornxa this —dixﬁii~ day ‘;
of March, 1971.

COmmxssionerS»

Commissionrer William Symons, Jr.. baing
necassarily. abgent. aid not participato
in-the disposition: of this‘proqeed;ngv




