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Decision 'No. 78451 . @ ~litffi U 00 ~L 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTn.ITIES C(,)MMISSION OF THE S~A'l:E OF C.ALIFORNIA.' ' 

In the Matter ,.,r the Applica.tion of 
SOOTEERN CALIFOBNIA GAS COMPANY and 
PACIFIC LIGHTING SERVICE COMPANY tor 
extensions of time within which to 
comply with certain Minimum Federal 
Safety Standardz for the transporta­
tion of gas which have been a.dopted 
by the california. Public Utilities 
Commission as a supplement to 
General Order No. 112-B. 

O~INION 
~--------

Applicants: Request 

Application No. 52296 ' . 
(Filed November 10> 1970) 

By this a.pplication., tiled November 10" 1970> Southem 

Cal1for.nia. Gas Company and Pacific Lighting Service Company 

(Applicants) seek e~ns1ons of time to comply with certa.in o,ver-
~ ... - . ' 

pressure protection requirements arising from the maXimUm a.llows.ble 
,.~. " 

opera.ting pressure standa.rds contained in Part 192 cof Title 49 of ' 

the Code of Federa.l Regulations. Part 192'wa.s adopted by the Office 

of 1?1pel:1ne Safety on August 12 ~ 1970 ~ and 'became e'1"f'ecti ve 

November 12., 1970. By Resolution No. G-1499> da.ted November 4" lQ70). 

this Commission a.dopted. Part 192' as a supplement to General Order 
~ 

No. 112-B.ef'fective a.s of' November 12" 1970. 

Specltleally3 Appllc~ts request the following extensions 
... 

or time Wi.th1n which. to comply with the Minimum Fed.eral Safety 

Standards: 

1. kn extension for Southern Ca11fo:rn:1.a. Gas. Company through 

December 19'('1, to comply with Section 192.621(b')" Maximum. 

Allowa.'ble Operating Pressure; Higl'l. l?r~A$\l.rc D:lstrl'b'IJ.t1on 

Systems. 
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2. An extension tor Southern California Gas Company and 

Pacific Lighting Service Company through March 1971> 

tt:> comply With Sect10n 192'.S19(a) (3)". Maximum Allowa'b~e 
" 

Operating Pressure; Steel or Plast1c Pipelines. 

3. An extenSion for Southern California Gas Company through 

December 1971" to comply with Section 192. 743:(c)" 

Pressure Umitu,.g .and Regulating Stations; Test1xJg or 

Relief" DeVices .. 

4.. An extension tor Southern California Gas Company through 

March 1971" to comply with Section 192 .. ,195 (a.) " Protection 

Against Accidental Overpressuring. Applicants? further 

request that the written notice to the Secretary of the 

Department of TX'ansportation, required. by Section 3{ e) 

ot the NaturaJ. Gas Pipel1ne Safety Act or 1968" states 

that the wa.1ver order to be 1ssued by this CommiSSion Will 

be tl8.de effect1ve ~ pro ~ to November 12" 1970. 

Applicants' Operat1ons 

Southem Ca.l1:f'orn1a Gas Company (Southern Cal .. ) states it 

purchases" d1stributes and sells natural gas 1n the centraJ. and 

southern portions of the State of California.. It has. approximately 

3.1 d.l11on customers end provides na.turaJ. gas service to' B.'P~puls.­

tion of apprOXimately. 10.4 million. It purchasesout-ot-state g~s 

from El Paso Natur&l Gas Company. 

Paclric Lighting Service Company (Pac1:.f'ic Lighting.) .. sta.tes, 

it pure'hases out-o:t-sta~ ga.s rrom Transwestern Pipel1ne compa.nya.n~ 
" 

purchases g~s !'rom various produeers .in the Sta.te ot: Ca.11fornia tor 

resale to 11:.s a.rfi11ate" Southern Cal:frorn'la Gas Comp~. 
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COtn'Oliance Problems - Overpressure Protection Reguirements: 

Applicants allege evaluation of the impact: of the new 

comprehensive federal safety rules on its large transmission and 

distribution systems has been a task ot considerable. magnitude, 

involving interpretation of the rules followed 'by the ident·if1cation 
, . 

of areas or noncompliance 1n their systems, all in a short span or 

time. A physical inventory, by divisions, has been made by .Southern 

Cal. of approximately 2,550 pres.sure reducing s·tat1ons t<> determine 

now the rules are applicable to each and to decide among various 

alternatives With respect to those stations for wl:i1cncorrect1ons 

are needed. Pacific Lighting had to inspect and analyze hundreds 

of segments of' pipelines. in its 3>OOO-mile transmiss,10n pipeline 

system. New standard designs were developed by Southern Cal. tor 

eXisting stations for the adc1ition of overpressure protective· 

equipment where such eq,uipment ha.d not already been provided. In 

evaluat1ng the new rules, many areas had to be reviewed which were 

found not to have compliance pro~lems. ~he facilities attected ' 

were scattered throughout a. Wide operating area and involved a 

v.:r.riety of types and makes of equ1pment. 

Applicants sta.te compliance with certain overpressure 

protection requirements in the new rules Carulot be completed by 

November 12> 1970. Applicants will tat~e all steps.. necessa.ry to' 

comply,nth the new standard·s with a.ll rea.sonable speed, but 

extensions of time will be nece$.sary beyond the effective da.te with 

respect to the folloWing sections of' the new federa.l sa.fety require­

ments: 
-, 

1. Section 192.621('0) provides that no person may operate' 

a segment of pipeline on which the maximum a.llowable 

ol'erat1ng pressure (MAOP) has been reduced '::>ecause o~1ts. 
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conci t10n unless overpressure protec,t1ve devices are 

installed in a malmer th.at Will prevent the" MAOP, from 

being exceeded. Southern Cal. has 210 such segments. 

Under th.eir program" overpressure protect1 ve deVices' 

Will be installed on the last or these segments ~ , 

December 1911. 
" 

2. Section 192.6l9(a)(3) provides that the ~OP of a steel 

or plastic pipel:tne is the highest actual operating 

pressure to which the segment was subjecteddur1ng'the 

five yea.rs preced1ng July 1> 1970" unless certain 

qua.11ficationsa.re met. It is known tha.t the MAO? , 

of a number of pipeline segments ope'rated by Applicants 

will ha. ve to be reduced because of this" requirement 

since they have not been operated a.t their preViously 

established MAO:? within, the last five years. The ma,jority 

of these segments already have overpressure protective 

devices" but an unknown ,number of them will have to be 

adjusted so as to prevent the pressure from exceeding. 

the new and lower MAOP by 10%. The analysis' or systems 

of Applicants to establish the location of the affected 

segments" the adjustment of relieving,or limiting.devices 

(and in some cases replace~ent of springs in relief valves) , 

Will be completed by the end of March 1971. 

3· section 192'.743(c) 'Pro~ides that a. new or additiona.l device 

must be installed if an existing relieving d.ev1ce, is o:t 

insuffiCient capacity. TlllS requirement"" together With 

the one discussed above.,. 192.619(8.)(3), Will require 

replacement by Southern Cal. of' relieving devices on' 8..'"'l 
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est1ms.ted 244 regulating stations beca.usethey ma.ynot 

have sufficient capac1 ty at the reduced MAOr>. Under 1 ts 

program, the la.stof these devices will be repla.ced 1n 

December 1971. 

4. Section 192'.195(a) prov1des that, except a.s exempted by 

Section 192.197, each pipeline that is connected to a gas 

source so tha.t the MAO:£> could be exceeaed as a result of 

pressure control fa.ilure or some other type of failure, 

must have prezsure re11evingor l1m1t~ deVices. 

Southern CaJ.. interprets this requirement to· mean that 

new serVice lines cannot be insta.llea 1n a district. 

supplied from a. source higher than. 60 psi and which'does 

not have overpressure protective devices a.t the district 

regulator station, unless such service lines are either 

designed for theb1:gher pressure or provided with over':" 

pressure protective deVices, or such d.evices are inst3.lled. 
, 

a.t the district regula.tor station. Southern Cal .. s,till 

has 19 distribution districts fed from a source higher 

then 60 psi and. which do not ha.ve overpres,sure protective 

devices at the regula.tor station. Since new service lines 

will -.mdoubtedly be installed in these d.istricts 1 the 

utility desires to install such devices a.t the d.1stx-1ct:, 

regulator station ra.ther than on e'ach new service "line 

installed after November 121 1910. Under 1 ts program,. : 
". 
" 

overpressure protective devices will be1nstalled on tbe 

last of these stations in March197l .• 

Support for Deviation 

Applicant!'; state that none of the a.ffec-ced regulator. ' 

stat1or..s were ma.de 'Unsafe by the adoption of' the new federal 
" 

4 •. 

", 
t 

" .' . 

standards. The WorK to be performed. during the requested. extension 
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periods does not involve the correction of unsafe cpnditions~but 
, L 

only work necessa.ry to bring Applicants t systems, into technica.l 

compliance W1 th the new rules. Applicants intend to perform. the 

work as ra.pidly as reasona.ble without l1m1ting the effectiveness of" 

or interfering with the performance of normal opera.ting . and . 

maintenance activities which they consider to 'be 0'£ grea.ter safety 

importance. It is Applicants f opinion that the. bulk of'the work, 

reqUires experienced company crews and a.ugmentat1on of the work 

force on a crash program would cause~ rather than allev1a.te~ safety 

hazards. Applicants are \mcertain as to the dollar, impact: of such 

a. cra.sh program but in addition to other drawbacks" the cost,could 

be substal''ltially more than if performed by' regular company personnel. 

It is anticipated that the bulk of the work to be performed during. 

the extenSion periods will be completed by the end of the' second 

quarter of 1971. Applicants further believe that sections· of the 

new federal standards referred to above are the only ones With which 

they have trouble in meeting the requirements. They havet"urther 

stated that no parties Will be adversely afiected. 

The Commission statt' conducted an 1nvestiga.tion in 

connection W1th this application. The result of th1sinvestigation, 

is set forth in a nine-page document ent1t~ed~ "Report ,on Southern. 

California Gas Company and Pacific Lighting. Service It ds. ted 

January 22" 1971. This report 1s deSignated as Exhibit' No. 1 in 

this matter. The staff concludes that there is no evidence that 

the system is being or will be operated in an 'Unsafe manner~ and' 

that the applicants' request should be granted." 
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F1nding and Conclusion 

The COmmission,.)c after examination of the fa.cts and reasons· 

presented by Applicants. and the results. of the sta.:f'!" inves.tiga.tion> 

finds th.a.t the waiver of compliance with th.e Minimum Federal Safety 

Standards tor the 11mJ.ted period provided herein is not 1nconsistent' . 

..nth. pipeline safety and is in the public interest·. The Commission 

concludes· that the application should be granted effective ~ pro 

~ to November 12> 1970> su'bj"ect to conditions specified in the 

order. 

A copy ot this decision will be transmitted to th.e 

Department of Transportation pursuant to the :r:equirement of 

Section 3(e) of the Na.tural Gas Pipeline Safety Act or 1968-. 

Public notice has been given on the application a.ffording 

interested pe.rtiez an opportunity tor hea.ring,; no requests for 

hearing have been received by the Comm.1ss10n. A· publiC' hea.r1ng. is 

not necessary. 

ORDER ------
IT IS ORDERED tha.t: 

1. Southern California. Gas Company be granted an extension' 

of ti'oe through December 1971 to comply with Section 192 .. 621(b}, 

and is directed to file quarterly reports outlining the' work tha.t 

ha.s been done" the work rema.1n1ng. to 'be performed>. and d1rec't costs 

including superv~sion and engineering. 
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2.. Southern Callfox:n1a. Gas' Company ana Pacific Lighting ';', 

Service Company 'be grantee an extension of time through March 1971 

to comply with Section 192 .. 619(s.) (3) with a report~ covering. :work 

done and direct costs> to be tiled upon completion. 

3. Southern California Gas Company be granted an extension 

of time through. December 1971> to comply with Section 192.743(c» 

with quarterly reports to 'be tiled as indicated 1n Ordering 

Paragraph No. l.above .. 

4. Southern Calitorn1a Ga.s Company be granted anextens10n 

of t1me through March 1971, to comply with Sect1on192 .. 195(a), 

with a report, covering. work done and direct eo~ts~ to oe' filed 

upon completion. 

'!'he effective date of this order shall be siXty days afte~ 

the da.te hereof. 

Dated. at San Franc1sco, Cs.l1forn1a., this ..:2.BrL day of' 

___ ....:M;;:.:.A.:.;.::R~CH~~ __ , 1971. 
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Comm1S3ioner William, SYtlons .. Jr ... be1n,g: . 
noeo3ser1lyt.lb~l)nt.·d1~ not part1c1pat& 
1:: the ~1spo:1t1on or this proeee4~. 


