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Oecision No .. 78h768 
BEFORE ~HE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF ~HE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Investigation 
into the rates, rules, regulations, 
charges, allow~nces an~ practiees 
of all common carriers ana highwuy 
carriers relating to the trans
portation of uncrated new furniture 
(commodities for which rates are 
provide<9. in Minimum Rate Tariff 
No.ll-A). 

) 
) 
) Case No. 5603 
) (peti.tion for MoClification 
) No. 98) 
) (Filed May lO, 1971) 
) 
) 
) . 

INTERIM OPINION AND ORDER 

Minimum Rate Tariff No.. ll-A (MR'l' ll-A) names minimum 

rates an<9. rules for the statewi<9.e transportation of uncrate<9. new 

furniture by highway earriers .. By this petition,. California Trucking 

Assoeiation secks,with certain exceptions, to have the rates· in 

MRX ll-A increased by approximately 9.5 percent to offset increases 

in transportation costs .. Petitioner asks that the tariff revisions 

be made effective July 1, 1971, and th~ common carriers be autho

rized and directed to est~b1ish in their respective tariffs such 

modifications as may be prescribed by the Commission's order in 

this proceeding including relief from the 10n9- and short-haul 

prOvisions of Section 460 of the Public utilities Code .. 

Petitioner states that the cost of transporting property 

will be sUbstanti~lly increased ~y contractual increases in wage 

rates and allied labor costs on July 1, 1971.. Petitioner alle~es 

that such increases will affect all c:ateqories of·highway carrier 

employees including drivers and terminal employees .. 
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Petitioner declares that the carriers cannot absorb the 

increased costs and still maintain their financial stability. 

Petitioner asserts that the proposed increases in these rates and 

charges are necessary in order to bring such rates and charges to 

a reasonable minimum level •. 

Exhibit B attached to the petition contains a verified 

statcment~ which indicates that the increases in labor costs for 

the transportation in question will exceed 10 percent and that the 

four principal carriers which transport furniture experienced 

operating ratios ranging from 93.2 to 99.1 percent for the year 1970. 

Copies of the petition were mailed to· various chambers 

of commerce~ shipper organizations and carrier representatives on 

or about May 10, 1971. The petition was listed on the Commission's 

Daily Calendar of May l2~ 1971. No objection to the granting of 

the petition has been received. 

~he Transportation Division staff ~as r~viewed the p~ti

tion a~ reco=mends thot an interi~ ~urcharg~ incre~se of 7 percent 

be granted pending c1ecision on evic1ence to be add·uceaat a public 

hearing. The interim surcharge woulc1 yield an estim~t~d ~dditional 

reven~e of $1?500~OOO per year whieh would offset the i~~re~~es in 

labor costs. 

The Commission finc1s that for-hire carriers will incur 

increased labor costs as of July l~ 1971. The Commission eonclu~es 

that charges unc1er the minimum rates involved herein shoulc1 be 

increased on an interim surcharge basis as set forth in the fol

lowing orc1er. Public hearings will be scheduled to receive addi

tional evic1ence in this matter ~nd to consider rate sc~les appro

priate to replace the interim surcharge. 
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IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Minimum Rate Tariff No. ll-A (Appendix A of Decision 

No. 50114, as amenQed) is further amended by incorporating therein 

to become effective July 1, 1971, Supplement 8 attaehed hereto and 

by this referenee made a p~rt hereof. 

2. Common carriers subject to the Public Utilities Act, 

to the extent that they are subject also to Deeision No. 50114, as 

amended, a.re hereby directed to establish in their tariffs the 

increases nece$s~ry to conform with the further adjustments ordered 

herein. 

3. Tariff publications required to be made by common 

carriers as a result of the order ~erein shall be filed not earlier 

than the effective date of this order ~ne sh~ll be made effective 

July 1, 1971, on not less than five d~yc' notiee to the Commis

sion and to the public, and tariff publications whieh are 

authorized but not required to be mace by common carriers as a 

result of the ord~'r heroin r.l~y be made effective not oar1ier 

than July l, 1971, and may be ~de effective on not less than 

five days' notice to tho Commission and to the public if 

file.d not later than sixty d~.y$ after the effective date 

of the minimum rate tariff supplement incorpor~ted in this 

order .. 

4. Common carriers maintaining rates at levels other 

than the mini,num rates for the transportation of commodities and/or 

for transportation not subject to Minimum Rate Tariff No. ll-A are 

authorized to increase said rates by the same amounts authorized 

for Minimum Rate Tariff No. ll-1\ rates herein .. 
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s. Common carriers, in establishing and maintaining 

the rates and charges authorized hereinabove, are authorized to 

depart from the provisions of Section 460 of the Public Utilities 

Code to the extent necessary to adjust long- and short-haul 

departures now maint~ined under outstanding authorizations: such 

outstanding authorizations are hereby modified only to the extent 

necessary to comply with this order, and schadules containing 

the rates and charges pUblished under this authority shall make 

reference to the prior orders authorizing 10ng- a,nd short-haul 

departures and to this order. 

6. In all other respects, Decision No. SOll~, as 

amended, shall remain in full force and effect. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated' at San Diego, California, this __ .a_" __ 6c--.._ day of 

June, 1971. 



S~a 

APPX.XCA1'XON opt SORCHAACE 
(See PAge 2 of This Supplement) 

78768 

'X_Red by t'he 
PtrBX.XC: O'1':a.rrxzs' C:OIOCXSSXOIK 01' '1'HE m:"'fE 01' C:M.XPOMX1o 

. State Bu11d1nq, 'C~v1e Center 
San Prane1.eo, California 94102 



OAPP~XCATXON O? SOR~GZ 

Exeopt as otherwise provi~e~; compute the amouftt ot eharqe. ~ft aecor~ance 
~ith the rates 4n~ rule» in this tarit! an~ increase the amount .0 compute4 
by .even (7) percent, 4ropping tractions of le.s than one-halt cent an4 in
creasing tractions ot one-holt cent or qreater to one cent. 

EXCEPTION.--The surcharge herein ",hall not apply tor 

(a> Equipment charges in paragraph (b) ot Item 901 an~ 

(b) C.O.D. charge", in Item 212. 

o Increase, Deci.~n No. 
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