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OPINION AND ORDER

Various common carriecrs engaged in intrastate-transporta-

tion within Califoxrnia participate in National Motor Freight Clas~

sification A-ll, hercinafter referred to as the Governing Classifi-

cation, for class ratings and other provisions. Also, cextain

Commission minimum rate tariffs are subject to the class ratings. .

and/or other provisions of such classification.

By Application No. 52612 National Motor Freisht Traffic

ASSOCiation, Inc., Agent, seeks authority, on behalf of such common

carriers, to publish Specific revisions in the Governing Classifica-

. tionnxo.become~e:rectivo July 7, 1971, concurrently with the

Nl
)
.
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national effective date for such revisions.t By the above petitiogs,
California Trucking Association seeks to have the ratings and other
provisions in the Governing Classification similarly revised to
govern the minfimum rates and rules in certain Commission minimum
rate tariffs.Z Petitioner requests that all common carriers be
directed to establish in their respective tariffs such modifications
2s may be prescribed by the Commission’s oxrder in thesc proceedings,
Including relief from the long- and short-haul provisions of Section
460 of the Public Utilities Code.

Applicant and petitioner, hereinafter referred to as
applicants, state that the Govexrning Classification 1s periodically
revised to meet the changing needs of commerce. Applicants aver
that the procedures available to shippers and carriers to initiate
such. revisions, to participate in their disposition and to protect
their interests are gemerally known to the ¢arricrs and shippers.
Applicants allege that the sought revisions have been authorized by
the National Classification Board, after due process, and are
generally scheduled to become effective July 7, 1971, for tariffs
covering areas other than Cslifornia and that such revisions, i£f
authorized, would permit maintenance of uniformity of classification
provisions between California and the rest of the nation.

The changes, which are provided in Supplement 28 %o the Govern-
ing Classification, are set forth in Exhibit A and the related

justifications are set forth in Exhibit B, both of which are
attached to the application.

2

The tariffs are Minimum Rate Taxiffs Nos. 1-B (East Bay Drayage),
2 (General Commodities Statewide), 6-A (Petroleum and Petroleum

Products Statewide), 9-B (San Diego Drayage), ll-A (Uncrated New
Furniture Statewide), 1l4-A (Agr%cultural Commodities Statewide),

L5 (Vehicle Unit Rates) and 19 (San Framcisco Drayage) and Excep-
tion Ratings Tariff No. 1. '
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A review of applicénts' proposed revisions indicates that
they pertain principally to (1) format of classification: (2) cor-
rection of publishing errors and omissions; (3) clarification of
existing descriptions of articles; (4) c¢ancellation of obsolete

provisions; and (S) establishment of specific ratings for newly

3
designed or manufactured articles. These principal changes are

within the framework of the criteria herectofore announced by this
Commission for establishing revisions in the Governing Classification

4
on California intrastate traffic.

Copies of the application and petitions were mailed to
various chambers of commexce, shipper organizations; carrier repre-
sentatives and other interested parties on or about May 11, 1971;‘
The application and petitions were listed on the Commission's Daily
Calendar of May 13, 1971.

By letters dated May 14 and May 21, 1971, Amerxican Can
Company and National Can Corporation, respectively, objected to the
adoption of the changes contained in the Sheet Steel Containexr Group
(Items 52755-A, through 52838-B as listed in Supplement 28 to the
Governing Classification). By letter dated May 17, 1971, Dcl‘Moﬁtc
Corporation specifically objected to the changes in Items 52755-3,
52760~A, 52770-A, Sub 1, and 52780-A, Sub 1, in the Sheet Steel
Container Group as listed in said Supplement 28 to the Governing
Classification.

The Transportation Division staff has reviewed the applica-
tion and petitions and recommends that, except £for the proposed
changes in the ratings on cerxtain commodities in the Sheet Steel

Container Group, they be granted by ex parte order.
3

Commission staff analysis reveals that, of the 322 revisions in
question, 242 would reosult in increases, 35 in reductions and 45
in neither increaces nor reductions. Of the 242 increases, 205
involve ¢anecllation of obsolete commodities and modification of
ratings and minimum weights on certain commodities to reflect morxe
adequatcly their transportation characteristics and 37 involve
changes in commodity descriptions.

See Decision No. 68324 in Case No. 5432, et al., 63 Cal.P.U.C. 728.
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In the ciréumstances, it appears, and the Commission £inds

1. 7The proposed changes in the ratings in Items 52755-A,
through 52838~3 as listed in Supplement 28 to the Governing Clas-
sification on certain commoditics in the Sheet Steel Containcr Group,
should not be authorized at this time.

2. Except as provided in Finding 1, the proposed clas-

sification revisions set forth in Application No. 52612 are reason-

able and, to the extent that said ratings and rules will result in

increases, such increases are justified.

3. The proposed ratings and rules which applicant will
be authorized to establish, except to the extent that said ratings
and rules are different from and are supcreeded by present excep-
tions contained in the respective minimum rate tariffs and the
governing exception ratings tariff, are suitable to govern
minimum rates established by the Comnmission.

4. Except as provided in Finding 1, the rates and charges
resulting from the application of the aforesaid ratings and rules
are, and for the future will be, the just, reasonable‘and-nondisF
criminatory minimum rates for the transportation of property by
highway carriers subject to the applicable minimum rate tariffs.

Based on the above findings, the Ccmﬁission concludes
that the proposed classification changes set forth in Application
No. 52612 should be authorized, and that such ratings and rules
should be adopted and approved, to the extent indicated in the
ensuing order, to govern the minimum ratos established by the
Commission. The Commission further concludcs that the involved
partxcxpatxng common carriers in appllcant s Natmonal Motor Freicht

Classification A~11 should be authorized to depart from the
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provisions of Section 460 of the Public Utilities Code, to the
extent necessary to adjust long~ and short-haul departures now
maintained under outstanding authorizations.

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. DNational Motor Freight Traffic Association, Inc.,
Agent, on behalf of the involved common carriers paxticipéting in
National Motor Freight Classification A-1l, is authorized to estab-
Lish and publish the classification ratings and rules set forth in
Application No. 52612 except the provisions of Items 52755~3 through
52838-B, therein, to become effective not earlicer than July 7, 1971,
on not less than one day's notice to the Commission and to the
public.

2. Except as otherwise provided in brdering Paragraph 6

hereof, the c¢lassification ratings and rules authorized herein are

approved and adopted as the just, reasonahle and nondiscriminatory

ratings and rules to govern the minimum rates and rules promulgate§
by the Commission in Minimum Rate Taxiffs Nos. l-B, 2, GQA; 9-B, |
11-3, 14-3, 15 and 19.

3. Tariff publications requiied to be méde by common
carriers as a result of ordering Paragraph 2 hereof shall be made
effective July 7, 1971, on not less than one day’s notice to the
Commission and to the public and tariff publicatibns which are au-

thorized but not required to be made by common carriers as a result




C. 5432 (Pet. 653) et al. - se

of Orxdering Paragraph 2 hereof may be made effective not_egrlier
than gely 7, 1971, and may be made effective on nst less than one
day’'s notice to the Commission and to the public if filed not later
than geptember 5, 1971.

4. fThe classification ratings and rules authoriied to be
established by Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof are authorized to be
made applicable also for the transportation of:

(a) Commodities for which minimum rates
have not been established, or

(b) Commodities which are sﬁbject to higher
rates than, or moxe restrictive pro-
visions than, the minimum rates or pro=
visions otherwise applicable, or
Commodities for which rates have been
established based upon Minimum Rate
Tariffs Nos. 1l-B, 2, 6=3, 9-2, ll-3,
14-3, 15 and 19. :

5. Any provisions currently maintained in common carriex
tariffs which are more restrictive than, or which produce cﬁarges
greater than, those contained in Minimum Rate Tariffs Nos. 1-B, 2,
6-A, 9-B, 1l-A, 1l4-a, 15 and 19 and Exception Ratings Tariff No. 1
are authorized to be maintained in connection with the ratings and
rules authorized and directed to be established herein.

6. Except as provided in Ordering Paragraph S5 hereof,
common <arxiexs are not authorized to publish ratings and rules
which are different from, and are superscded by, present exceptions
contained in Exception Ratings Tariff No. 1 and Minimum Rate Tariffs

Nos. l-B, 2, G-A' 9-31 ll-A’ 14-A, 15 and 19-




C. 5432 (Pet. 653) et al. - se

7. Common carrierxrs, in establishing and maint;ining the
ratings and rules authorized hereinabove, are hereby authorized to
depart from the provisions of Section 460 of the Public Utilities
Code to the extent necessary to adjust long- and short-haul éepar-
tures now maintained under outstanding authorizations; such out-
standing authorizations are hereby modified only to the extent
necessary to comply with this oxder:; and schedules containing the
ratings and xules published under this authority shall make refer-

ence to the prior orders authorizing long- and short~haul depértures

and to this order.

8. & public hearing shall be scheduled in these pro-

ceedings for the receipt of cvidence conceraing the application to

California intrastatec tr2ffic of Items 52755-A through $2838-B

as listed in Supplement 28 of the Governing Classification.
The effective date of this order shall be July 1, 1971.

Dated at San Francisco, California, this [é# day
of June, 1971.




