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Decision No. __ 7.;..,8---.8_:1_7 __ _ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC ~ILITIES COMMISSION OF THE S~ATE OF CALXFO~ 

In ene Matter of ~e Investigation ) 
into the rates, rules, regulations, ) 
charges, allowances and practices ) 
of all common carriers, highway car- ) 
riers ana city carriers relating to ) 
the transportation of any and all ) 
commoaities between and within all ) 
pOints ana places in the State of ) 
california (including, but not ) 
l~ited to, transportation for ) 
which rates are provided in Minimum ) 
Rate Tariff No. Z).. ) 

Case No. 5432 
(Petition for Modification 

No .. 650) 
(Filed May 7, 1971) 

OPINION AND ORD~R 

Minimum Rate Tariff No. 2 (MRr 2) names minilnum class 

and commodity rates for the transportation of property over the 

public hi9hways in ene State of California by highway carriers .. 

MRX 2 also contains specific exception ratings which govern ~e 

class rates named therein for tbe transportation of certain rein­

forced concrete products.. These exception ratings are scheduled 

to expire wieh June 30, 1971. 

By the above petition, Prestressed Conerete Manufacturers 

Association of California, Inc., seeks to modify these exception 

ratings and extend the expiration date to December 31, 1971_ 

Petitioner also requests ~at common carri~rsbe directed to . 

establish in their respective tariffs, on less-tnan-statutory 

notice to the Commission and the public, all such modifications 

as may be prescribed by the Commission's order in this proceeding, 

including relief from the long- ana short-haul provisions of 

Section 460 of the Public Utilities Code. 
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Petitioner proposes to: (1) maintain the current excep­

tion ratings on shipments of these concrete proaucts which do not 

require a per.mit; (2) establish higher ratings on such shipments 

whiCh require a permit: (3) increase the minimum weights of 

36,000 and 40,000 pounds governing these exception ratings to 

45,000 pounds; (4) require that these shipments be pr~aid and 

releasee to one-half actual value or 50 cents per pound per article 

whichever is less: (S) require that the shipments be loaded by 

consignor and unloaded by consignee with power equipment furnished 

and used without expense to the carrier; and (6) apply the minimum 

weight to c~Ch single unit of carrier's equipment used in trans­

porting a single shi.pmcnt. 

Petitioner states that the current exception ratings 

were established on a temporary basis to- enable shippers and car­

riers to discuss and determine mutually agroeable ratings and rules 

for the transportation of reinforced concrete commodities which 

would make possible the disposition thereof without ~e need of 

adversary proceedings before the Commission. Petitioner declares 

enat the proposal herein is a result of a limited cost study which 

it undertook commencing in 1970 and continuing during the first 

four months of 1971 to determine the level of ratings nccessa~ 

for the transportation of these concrete products. Petitioner 

avers that it was not possible to reach a satisfacto:ry conclusion 

concerning the reasonable ratings and rules for this transportation 

as the carriers did not believe that the limited cost study was 

sufficient for ~e purpose. Petitioner alleges that one of the 

reasons why the limited study was considered insufficient was the 

fact ~at some of the movements included commodities of lengths. 
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and/or weights in excess of normal limits on whiCh per.mits from 

a regulatory agency were required and the lack of uniformity in 

the equipment furnished for ~is transportation made costs vary 

even for the same commodity. As a result thereof, petitioner 

seeks higher ratings for shipments which require a permit. Pe­

titioner asserts that the proposed extension and modification of 

the involved exception ratings would allow affected parties to 

conclude meaningful discussions in an orderly and efficient manner 

and would continue to make the minimum rate tariffs responsible 

to the interpretive needs of shippers and carriers a1£ke. 

A copy of the petition was mailed to calif.ornia ~ruckinq 

Association on May 6, 1971. The petition was listed on ~e Com~ 

mission's D~i1y Calendar of May 10, 1971. No objection to the 

granting of the petition has been received. 

Commission staff analysis indieates that higher ratings 

in National Motor Freight Clas~ification A-11 would apply to the 

transportation of the involved concrete products in the event that 
• 

the current temporary exception ratings were allowed to expire. 

Also, extension of the expiration date would allow shippers, re­

ceivers and carriers additional time for further roview of this 

matter. The staff recommends that the potition be granted by 

ex parte order. 

In the circumstances~ it'appears, and the Commission 

finds, that petitioner's proposal is reasonable, that the resulting 

rates and charges will be just, reasonable and nondiscriminato~ 

minimum rates and Charges for the transportation involved and, to 

the extent that the proposal may result in increases, such increases 

are justified. A public hearing is no~ necessary. The comroission 

concludes that the petition should be granted. 

-3-



C .. 5432 (pet~ 650) - ams 

IT IS OROERED that: 

1. Minimum Rate Ta.riff No. 2 (Appendix:D to :Decision ' 

No. 31606 1 as amended) is further amended by incorporating tnerc­

in l to become effective July 1, 1971 1 Eighth Revised Page 30-A 

and Eleventh. Revised page 30-:5" attaehed hereto and by this 

reference made a part hereof. 

2. Common carriers subject to the PUblic Utilities 

Act, to the extent that they are subject to Oecision No. 31606" 

as amended, are hereby directed to es~ablish in their tariffs the 

amendments necessary to conform with the further adjustments 

ordered herein. 

3. Tariff publications required to be made by common 

carriers as a result of the order herein shall be filed not ear­

lier than the effective date of this order and may be made effec­

tive not earlier than one day after the effective date of this 

order on not less than one day's notice to the Commission and 

to the public; and tariff publications which are authorized but 

not required to be made by common carriers as a result. of the 

order herein may be made effective not earlier than the first 

day after the effective aate of this oraer ana may be made 

effective on not less than one day's notice to the Commission 

and to the pUblic if filed not later tban sixty days after the 

effective date of the minimum rate tariff pages incorporated in 

this order. 

4. Common carriers" in establishing and maintaining the 

ratings autho:rizec;l hereinabove, are hereby authorizea to· depart 

from the provisions of Section 460 of the Public Utilities Code 

to the extent necessary to adjust 10n9- and short-haul departures 

now maintained under outstanding authorizations; such outstandin9' 

authorizations are hereby modified only to the extent necessa.ry· 

to comply with this order~ and schedules containing the ratings 

-4-



e 
C. 5432 (pet. 650) - np 

publisbed under this authority shall make reference t~ the prior 

orders authorizing lonq- and short-haul departures and to this 

order. , 

s. In all other respects Decision No~ 31606, as amended, 

shall remain in full force and effect. 

The effective date of this order shall be June 28, 1971. 

Dated at San Francisco, California, this R~~ day 

of 3une, 1971. 
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EXGH'l'H REVXSED PAGE ••••• 300-J\ 
CANeELS 

MINIMUM RATE TARIFF 2 S!:VEN'l'H RZVlS~ PAGE ..... 300-A 

SEctXON l--ROLZS or GENERAL APPLICATXON (Continued) XTEM 

EXCEPTIONS TO COVERNXN(; CLASSXl"ICA'1':tON 1.Nl) 
EXCEPTION RATINGS TARIJ!"J! (Continued) 

(N~rs within p&rentheses immediately following e0nm061t1es shown ~elow 
refor to .ueh eommodities .s they are descr1bod in th- corr.spond1ng 1tem 
numbers of the Govern1nq Classification.) 

Asphalt (Aaph.llltum), n.atural, by-product or petroleum, 801id (l5240), in 
containers not exeeedinq 55 9allon capacity. 

M1nimum we1qht 20~OOO poun4.------~---------~-------------.-----~---------~--
M1n~um weight 30;000 pounda---~---------w----------------------______ ~ ______ _ 
Mintmum Wei9ht 36,000 pounds-------------------------------------------------­
M1n1mum,we1qht 40#000 poun4s--------------.-------~---------------------------

Beveragoes, malt, -ri.Z .. E 1.1e, Beers, Porter,. Stout or nonintoxicatin9 eereal 
beverage (111470) 

~e.8 true~oa~-----~----------------·-----w--------------M--------------------

Class 
RAdnq 

50.1 
35 
35.1 
35 .. 3 

H1n~um We~ht 40,000 poun~.--~------~-----------~-------------------~------ 3$.3 

~verages, flavore6 or pho.~hated, NO:, not inclu61ng extract., syrup",. 
alcoholic l~rs and dealcoholized or nonalcoholic cordials and 1~ur.7 
in metal cans in boxes (72160), subject to Notes 1, 2 and 3: 

Truela.oad: 
Minimum We1qht 45,000 pounds-----------------------------~------------------ 35.3 

NOTE l.--The provision. of this item will not apply to shipments which are 
subject to eharges tor Temperature Control Service. 

NOTE 2.--lf more than one vehicle or comblnation of vehicle. con.titutinq 
a ainq1e un~t of carrier:s equipment is used for the transportation of a 
single shipment, each such vehicle or combinat~n of vehielesshall ~e .~joet 
to the h1ghe.t min~um weight appliea~lo to any rate used in computln9 eharges. 

NOTE 3.--The provisions of this itam apply only in connection with ship­
ments lO4de6 ~y eonaiqnor and unloaded by cons:Lqnee with power equipment,. 
f~niahed and used without expense to the carrier. Physieal as.istance of 
the carrier employee is restricted to work within or on carrler'. equipment 
and doe. not include stackin9.. unatack.inq, removal or placement of merchan4i.e 
on ~ll~t.. . 

Books .. viZ.r School textbookll, prepaid, shipped ~y, or tor the aceount ot, 
the State of California (161560) 

Truckload. 
Mintmum We1qht 45,000 pound.----~·----------~-----------------------------~ 

(1) Itemll 316 an6 317 tranllferred from Tenth Revised Paqe 30-B, 
Decision No.. 78817 

35.1 

303 

310 

(1) 
316 

(1) 
317 

ISSUED BY THE PlJSUC UTlUTIES COMMISSION OF 'THE STATE OF CAlIFORNIA. 
CorrectiOn . SAN· FRANCISCO. CAlIFORNIA. 
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MINIMUM RATE TARIFF 2 

SEC1'ION l .... RtJUS OF CENERAL ~PX.Ic:AT:tON (Continued) 

EXCU'l'%ONS TO GOITERNXNG cx.ASS:t1'lCM.'lON ~ 
EXCEPTION AAT:tN(;S TAIU:n (Continu.d) 

(N\UIll)er. w:l.thin parentheses immed:l.ate1y fo1lOlo'1nq c~it:i.,. shOW'f). belOW' • 
reter t~ such commodit1e. a. th~y are de.cribed in the correapon4ing item Column 
numberll o! the Covern1nq Clauit1cadon.) 1 

Be~. Channel •• Col~, Girder. Or 30ist., re1n1!orced 
concrete (32020) 

.~ 

Column 
2 

0Min1mum Weight 45.000poun4a-------------------.. ---•• -----.------- 035 3'~ 
P1linq, c.ment or conCrete (32020) 

OM:I.D1zm.Jnl We1ght 45, .. ,000 po\U\d.----------..... ------........ -----.---..... --- 035.4 3S.3 
TUe or Slab .. 'buildinq or roo!1n9', ro:l.n!orced conCrete (32690) 

With cOrkl:>Oard" !:\J)re))oard Or plallter2:>oard inllulation 
0Minim~ Weight 45,000 pound.-----.. -------·--------·--.. ---------.- 035.3 35.2 With gl&lI. tn.ertioft8 
OM:l.n1m~ Weight 45 .. 000 poUn4I1----·-----.. - .... ----... - .. ----------.---- 035.3 3S~ 

Without q1a.. inaertiOna or cor~rd, t:\J)reboard Or pla.terboard 
insulation 

oM:l.nimum Weight 45,000 poun4ll------... ----.. -----.... ----------------- 035.4 
·Column 1 rat~1I do not apply to permit shipm«ntll a. de!ined in 

X~m 11. 
·Column 2 r&t1nq~ apply to permit shipments a. defined in, %tem ll. 

• (2) Subjeet to Notes 1 throu.qh 4. 

·ONOTE l.--App1iea only when all prov~ion8 of the tollOW'inq Not •• 
are met. Othe~.o, apply prOVision. of the Coverning Cla.sif1-
cat:i.on. 

·ONOTE 2.--Applie. only in connection with prepaid shipmont. 
relea.ed to one-bal: actual value Or 50 centll per po\U\d. per 
article, whichever ill leslI. Shipper muat enter the follOW'1nq 
.tatement on the bill of lading or ahipping document as followa, 

NThe aqreed or declared value of the property i. hereby 
.pec1tically IItated by the .h1pper to be one-hal! ot 
Actual value or 504 per pound, ;per article, '-'hichever 
is lells." 

Xt shipper tail. or 4ecl.ine. to declare .ueh val.ue in writing, the 
provisionll of this item will not Apply. 

·ONOTE 3.--Appliea only in connection with Shipment. loaded by 
con.1gnor and unloaded by c:onsiqnee with power equ:Lpm.nt. as de­
IIcr~d in Xtem llr furnillbed and u"ed without exponse to· the 
carrier. 

·ONOTE ~.--It more than one vohicle or comb1nation of vehicle. 
oonllt1tutinq a a:l.nqle unit of carrier'lI equipment i. u.ed for the 
tranaportat10n or a single IIh:Lpment, each lIuCh vehicle -or Com­
bination of vehicles shllll be subject to the highest minimum '-'e1ght 
Applicable to any rate u •• d 1n oomputin9 chargea. 

,$(E) Expires Io':I.th December 3l, 1971. 

(1) Xtoma 316 and 317 tranaferred to Eighth Revised Page 30-~. 

~. Ol.&ng'e ) ° Xncreu. ) 
• Mdit10n ) 
o No< Cbanq- ) 

788t7 

35.3 

Correction 
ISSUED 'if( THE PUBUC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA. 
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