
Decision No. 79133 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC 'CTIL!TIES COII:.1ISSION OF TEE STATE OF CAL:FOP.NIA. 

In the ~~tter of the Application or ) 
HOWARD JONES, Doing Bus1nese Az ) 
HOWARD JONES TRUCKING:, und.er Section ) 
3666 or the Public Utilities Code of ) 
the State of ca11fornia,. for Autho- ) 
rity to Charge Rates Less Than and/or ) 
D1rrerent t.rom Those Prescribed in ) 
r~n1mum Rate Tarifr No. 2 tor the ) 
Tr~~sportat!on of Tankage, Packing ) 
House, Dry, in Bulk trom Selma, Ca- ) 
1iforn1a, to Fresno, california, for ) 
the Account ot PETERSON MANUFACTURING ) 
CO." INC. ) 

-------------------------------) 
OPINION AND ORDER 

Application No. 52751 
(Filed July 14, 1971) 

Howard Jones, doing business as Howard Jones TrUCking" 
operates as a h1ghway permit carrier and 13 engaged 1n the trans­
portation ot head ~ones, hoots and Viscera, containing a h1gh ~er­
ce:ltage or feces, from th~ Diamond. rr.eat Company at Selma, to the 

processing plant or Peterson r~nuracturing Co., Ine., at Fresno, 
California. Applicant request·s the Commiss10n to (1) issue 11;$ 
order finding the su~ject waste materials are properly des.cr!bed in 
Item 560 of Exception Ratings Tariff 1 and, therefore, exempt from 
the Comm1s~10n's otherwise govern1ng minimum rates or (2) authonze 

applicant to charge $35.00 per 10aQ for the movement in question 
which is lower than the charge resulting under the ap~11cablem1n!­
mum rate$~ 

The subject material is transported, in bulk, on flat-bed 
trailers equ1pped with open bins that may be s1de-dum~e~. The power 
equipment used consists of a Diamond T tractor and an Internat10nal 
traetor~ Applicant explains that the number of zh1pment$ per day 
varies from two to tour and averages three loads per day, t1ve days 
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per week. The shipper perro~s the loading and the ~r.a~lers are 
unload.ed. 'by $~d.e-du..-n.p1ng the open 'o1ns at <1ezt1nat1on. It 1$ ex­
plained. that the sh1pmente weigh .from 12 .. 000 to 18 .. 000 pounds each 
~~d average approx~r4~ely 15,000 pounds pe~ load. 

The application states that a charge of $35.00 per load. 
1$ assessed. tor the movement in question. Said. negot1atedicharge 
is pred1cat~d upon applicant's understanding that the mate71al in 
question is a ferti11zer 7 ~escr1bed in Item 560 of the Co~~s$1on's 
Exception Ratings Tariff 1 as (l) "Tankage, garbage .. dry, in 'bags, 
or in 'bulk .. " or (2) "Tankage, packing house, dry in bags, or in 
bulk."Y A mem'oer of ~he Commission's statr ha.s a.:sertedly a.dv1~ed 
applicant that the transportation involved herein is not a fert111-
zer exempt from min1muo rate regul~tion but is s~bject to the mir.1-
mum class rates applical:>le to "Waste r1at~r:.als, meat refuse" or 
"Tankage" as described. in Items 195210 and 180630, respectively, or 
the loJ'ational t1otor Freight Claseif'1cat:1.on A-12. The specific, eom­
mod.1ty descr1:;;>t1ons and classifica.t1on ratings contained in said 
items of the Classification are as follows: 

Item 195210: 
WASTE MATERIALS GROUP 

Meat Refuse, non-edible, in bags or boxes .. 
or barrels with or without tops. 

Less Truckload .~ .••• Class 77-1/2 
Truckload • • • • • • • • • • • Class 35 

Minimum Weight 40,000 pour.ds. 

;!:/ Und.e:- the provisions of Item 40 of rUnimum Rate Tariff 2-, 
fertilizers" as d.escribed in Item 560 of Exception Ratings 
Tar1ft: 1, are exempt from the otherwise governing rates" rules 
and. charges contained in the former rate tar1rf. 
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~ 1806.30: 
Tankage, de~ived from meat refuse an~ p~oduce~ by the 

dry-rendering method, in bulk form, 1~ ~re$sed cakes 
or otherwise, cru~e, dried, not ground, screened not 
blended, and uot p~ocessed in ~~y ¢thcr respect beyond 
the original stage of m~u!acture, except for the re­
moval of grease, as a~ ~ngredie~: for an1tr~1 or poultl~ 
feeds or fo~ fertilizer, or for any other purpoze$, in 
bags; ai50 TL, in bulk. 

Less T:-ucl·:load • • • • • • Cla~s 50 
Truekload. • • . • • • • . • • • Cla~s 35 

M1n1mu.'U Weight 45,000 pounds.' 

The ~pplieat~on alleges that in the form in which tte 
material in question is transported, it may be used as 3. fertilizer 
or d~pea as garbage because or the h1;h percentage or V1~cera an~ 
large fecal content.· Applicant further explains that the consignec, 
Peterson Manufacturing Co., Inc., segregates, cooks, and rendex's' 
the material involved. It is stated that there ~s an appro~mate 
50 ,ercent p:-oduct loss as a result of such 1'roccsc1ng. The end 
products, applicant ~xplains, are used partly as ingredients in 
animal or poultry feed and partly as ar.. ingree1ent for rert1l1ze~. 

Applicant contenas that in the event· !le is rec;,u1rea to 
charge a Class 35 m1nirr.UIl'l. rate for the 2l-mile haul of the rna~er1al 
involved herein, the consignee w1ll cease to usc the material 'tlhich,) 
in turn, wou1~ be disposed of by the shipper a~ earbage. Applicant 
requests, therefore', appropriate a'.l.thor1ty to tran$~ort the subject, 
material at a charge or $35~00 per load. 

In support of the sought relief a statement showing the 
operating revenues and exp,enses of Howard Jones Trucking for tbe 
1970 calendar year is attacbed to the ap!,l1cation as Exhibit A.· 
The statement s~ows· that applicant' s en~ire opel"at1ons for 1910 
were conducted at a profit. It is explained that the carr1er'~ 
entire operations for 1970 consiste<! of transportation of raw green 
hides for the account of Union H1C1.e - Valley Co. and the subject 

-3-



A. 52751 InS 

~ter1a1 tor the account of Peter:on Manufactur1ng Co., Inc. E~_~1-

b1t A zhows a~p11ca~t's total operating revenues and ex~enses tor 
1970 and the allocation th~reor' az ~etween the ea~ier's movement 
of green h1de:; and the traffic 1nvolved. in t~1s proceeding. no 
other hau11ng was ~errormed by iIo\,Tard. Jones ~ek1ng dur!tng 1970 
and. to date the two aforemen";ioned. movements const.1 tute app l!. cant, 's 
total tr~fr1c. Th~ exhibit further 1nd1cates that app11~ant's two 
hauling accounts are prof1table, re~ecting o,erat!.ng ratios in th~ 
73-78 percent range. A~p11cant notes that s1nce the movement in 
question has been assessed a freight charge of ¢35.00 per load~ the 
granting of th1s app11cat1on will have no effect upon, the carrier's 
current operating exper1ence. 

From the informat1on before us it is apparent that the 
tr~~sportation 1n question involves the movement of meat refuse as 
descr1bed 1n Item 195210 of the National Motor Freight Classifica­
tion A-12'. In th1s connect1on 1t w1ll be observed that the pro­
cess1ng of this w'aste mater1al by the consignee, as, eXJ'la1ned in the 
app11cation, 'comes with1n the deser1ption :or Tanicage, derived from 
meat refuse and to be used a: an ingredient for an1mal or poultry 
teeds or for a fertil1zer, as. described. in Item 180630 (>~ the 
Classification. The meat refuse trans~orted by applicant is not" 
1n the form 1n which 1t 13 shipped, a ferti11zer as descr1bed 1n 
I~em 560 of Except10n Ratings ~ar1rf 1 and, therefore, 1z subj~ct 
to the governing provisions of' ran1mum P.ate 'I'ar!f'~ 2. Applicant's 
requested author1ty to dev1ate from said minimum rate regulations 
for a per10d of one year 15 a prerequ1s1te to the carrier's efforts 
to assess a $35.00 per load charge for the transportat1on in ~ues­
tion. 

It 15 alleged that the pub11c interest does not require 
a public hear1ng of th1s matter and app11cant requests the requi~d 
sought re11ef be granted ex parte. The certificate of service shows 
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that a copy or Application No. 52751 was mailed on July 14, 19i1 
to the California Trucking Association and the California Farm 
Bureau Federation.. Said application wa$ also listed on the Ccmmi$­
sion's Daily Calendar for July 16, 1911. No protests have ~een 
received relative to the sought ex parte relief. 

'I'he Comm1s$10n f1nds that: 
1_ Howard Jones, doing ~usiness as Howard Jones :ruck1ng, 

is engaged in the transportation of meat refuse, in ~ulk, on flat­
bed trailers e~u1pped with open bins, from the Diamond Meat Company 
at Selma to the Peterson Manufacturing Co., Inc., processing plant 
at Fresno, California. 

2. Applicant's tran$portation service is performed with 
tractor and flat-bed equipment equipped w1 th open bins. Loacang of 
shipments is performed ~y consignor and unloading is accompliShed 
by s1de-dump1ng of open bins at destination. 

3. Applicant transports. two to four (average three) sh1p~ent$ 
of meat refuse per day, five days per weel{ for the account of Peter­
son rr~ufactur!ng Co.,. Inc., from Selma to Fresno. Said sh1pment$ 
weigh from 12,000 to 18,000 pounds and average approximately 15,000 
pounds per load. 

4. Applicant has demonstrated that his assessed freight 
charge of $35-00 per load for the transportation of meat refuze from 
Selma to Fresno, in lieu of the otherwise governing. minimum rates, 
is. reasonable. 

The Commission concludes that Application No. 52751 should 
be granted as set forth in the order herein. A ~u~11c hearing is 
not necessary. Inasmuch as circumst~cez m:lY change, the aut~ority 
granted herein will be l1m1ted to a period of approximately one year. 

IT IS ORDEP~D that: 
1. Howard Jones, doing business as How~ Jones Trucking, is 

hereby authorized to transport meat refuse, in bulk, on r!at-~ed 
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trailers equipped with open bins, for t~e Peterson ~~~ufacturing 
Co., Inc., from t~e Diamond. Meat Compar.yat Selma to the processing 
plant of Peterson Manufacturi~s Co., Inc., at Fresno, California, 
zu~ject to the following conditions and restrict1onz: 

a. A chargE' of $35.00 shall be assessed for 
eacc zhi~ment (load) transported. 

'0. Carrier shall ~e tendered not less than 
two loads per day tor each rive working 
days per week;. said number of loads to 
average not less than three loads per 
day for each f1ve-day week. 

c. Each load of meat re!'use shall ·,.;e1gh not 
less. than 12,000 pounds and average not 
less tha~ 15,000 pounds per load for the 
total number of loads transported per five­
day week. 

d. The flat-bed trailers equipped with open 
side-dump bins shall be loaded by con­
Signor and s1de-dumped at destination. 

e. The material transported shall be re­
stricted to Waste !rIater1als, viz: r1eat 
Refuse, non-edible, as described in the 
governing National r~otor Freight Classi­
f1cat1on. 

2. Howard Jones Trucking shall retain and preserve copies 
of its freight bills relative to the transportation performed here­
under, subject to the CommiSSion's inspection, for a period of not 
less than three years !'rom the elates of !ssuanee. 
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3. The authority herein granted shall expire with Oet¢~er l, 

1972. 
The ef:eetive date of this order shall b~ ten days after 

the date hereof. 
Dated at gan l<'X'nCJS(".A) 

day of ___ ..;;;.S_I='_I"\T_r._" ~·.;.:.:~8;,.,.t.u.R_· __ 


