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Decision No. _.....;;7~9:;..;:3::;.;:5~7=-_ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Investigation ) 
for the purpose of considering. and ) 
determining revisions in or reiSSues ) 
of Exception Ratings Tariff No.1. ) 

Case No·. 7858 
(Petition for '~~d1f1cat1on 

No. 104) 
(Filed August 9, 1971) 

OPINION AND ORDER 

Wilbur-Ellis l' Company seeks the publication of specified 
exception rc.tings for "Clay NOIor in Exception Ratings. Tariff No. 1 
(ER'X 1).. The proposed ratings are class 35.4 when the cl~)",·'1S 
transpo'X'ted in bags and class 35.3 when transported in bulk; The 
ratings ~ul.d be subject to a minimum weight of 45,000 ~s and. to 
several reat'rlctive rules.l :~.<; 

".,.~., c :::. 

' .. , , '1'·_ 

The established rating for "Clay NO I" is class 3S:'~2i~;:' 
minimum we1ght 40,000 pounds, as set forth in Item 1030 of.E!>\.T 1 .. 
Th1s 1:8.rtff item is scheduled to expire With December 31, 1971. 
Thereafter, the class rating for "Clay NOI TT 'W11l be class 35· for 
t'X'Uckload lota, subject to a minimum weight: of 60,000 pounds, as 
preser1bed in Item 48170 of National Motor Freight Cll,lBs1£!cat1on 
A-12.;, ., ,,~ 

.. ' ...... , 
Ped:tioner, states that it is engaged in the' idn1ng, 

processing and distribution of a clay product named T~enton1ten 
and that this mater1al is used for a variety of purposes, including 
sealant in ponds, reservo! rs and d1 tehes, and as a supplement for 
animal and pout try feed. 

1 The Sped.f1c p.roposal is set forth 1nExhib1t. "AI' of the 
petit1on. 
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Petitioner alleges that the essential transportation 
characteristics of 1fBentoniteTT are as favorable or more favorable 
to carriers than other commodities enjoying the same ratings as 
herein proposed. It contends that one of such favorable conditions 
is the high density and low value of the product which allows 
loading of carriers' equipment to the ~mum. Petitioner declares 
that the proposed restrictions are consistent with si~lar pro-
visions· currently maintained in Commission m!n1mum rate tariffs. 

Petitioner asserts that the establishment of the proposed 
ratings ~ll act to hold existing traffic and hopefully stimulate 
other ,movements of this commodity by for-hire carners. Petitioner 
al so asserts that the detail's of the proposal have been discussed 
'With carriers currently transporting "Bentonite:? and who support 
the proposal. 

The certificate of service shows that a copy of the 
petition was mailed to California Trucld.ng Associst:£.on on 'August 6, 
1971. The petition was listed on the Commission's Daily calendar 
of August 10, 1971. No objection to the granting of the petition 
has been received. 

Cotmnission staff analysis indicates that the transpor-
tation characteristics of Bentonite (Clay NOI) are s1m1lar to' 
various eommod1ties subject to the m1.n1.mum rates named in several 
of the Commission minimum rate tariffs. The pro~osa1 would gen-
erally result in rates lower than the elass rates currently appli-
cable to the transportation involved. The staff recommends that 
the petition be granted. by ex parte order. 

In the circumstances, it appears, and the Commisc10n 
finds, that the proposed truckload exception ratings on "Clay NOI ff 
axe reasonable and the resulting minimum ra.tes 'W1.11 be just, reason-
able and nond1sCr1~natory minimum rates for the transportation 
iuvol ved. A public hearing is not necessary. The Commission 
concludes that the petition should be granted. 
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IT IS ORDERED that: 

l. Exception Ratings Tariff No. 1 (Appendix A to 
Decision No. 66195.. as amended) is hereby further amended by 
incorporating therein .. to, become effective December 28 .. 1971 .. 
Thirtieth Revised Page 3 and Second Revised Page 17 .. attached 
hereto and by this reference made a part hereof. 

2. Tariff pUblications required to be made by common 
carriers as a result of the order herein shall be filed not 
e~r1ier than the effective date of this order and may be made 
cffeetive not earlier than the tenth day after the effective 
date of this oraer on not less than ten days' notice to the . ' -

Commission and to the public and shall be made effective not 
later than December 2-8 .. 1971. 

3. Common carriers .. in' establishin9 ana maintainin9 
the ratings authorized hereinabove .. are hereby authorized to 
depart from the provisions of Section 460 of the public 

/ 

UtilitiEtS Code to the extent necessary to adj-ust long- and short-
haul departures now maintained under outstanding authorizations: 
such outstanding authorizations are hereby modified only to the 
extent necessary to comply with this order; and schedules con-
taining the ratings@ublished under this authority shall make 
reference to the prior orders authorizing long- and short-haul 
departures and to this order. 
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4. In all ,other respects, Decision No. 66195, as 
amended, shall remain in full force. and effeet. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty-four 
days after the, date hereof. 

Dated ac San Francisco, Cal.1forrlia, 'this ..<..;?~ day 
of 'NOVEMBER', 19n. 
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COM/'lOr:>l'rXItS 

1tC1d. 
~rt.1.(:le. a. 4o-eri»04 11'1 

1;,M eovernin9 .c:1aas1f1C"t10n 

Dlan)(~11 
lIr1qu.tteo, wooc1 

Cans, "oh, qorbaqe, 
oil404, w,,"te, rto{uae 

Cllrr1er., ole (une) 
C.1'r101.'., us.a paC)(aq •• 

C.tton., .qq, pulp 
C'l\om1cal. 

-CJ.Ay, viz., (1lontodt.' 
Coeoa or Coeoa PAAte 
Compoun<!., tree and 

wH4 )(.ill.1nc; 
Confee"tionery 
Conta:l.ner •• Sheet .t •• l 

7'ert1l.1zera 
"l~r., fresh, cut 
l"urn1t-uro 
!'Ul'n1turto and relAte<! 

"rt:i.e1 •• 

• M!4ition. ~1e10n No. 

. 

Correct-ion 

~1~RTXErK REVXSED PACE._ ••••• , 
eANCtu: 

'1'WT.NT'Y-N:r:N'l'K ruNtS!!:!) 1"1\01'.: •••• 3 

INl)!lt OF COMMC)l:>l'rlY'!; 

l'rJI!M eOMMODl'rll"..s . X'l'EM 

1200 ]Cer.nel., Corn~ I'Qa.te<! 4eo 
1030 .. 10!lO ];.ad4ero,. step 900 

r,oq., cornpre •• e4 .awdust 600 
1BOO 
100 Maeh:l.ne.. v:l.z r I 

Aecoundnq Card 
Copyin'1, J)\IJ)11C"tin9 

16t10 or Reprodue:l.l'It/ 18~0 
2ao 
300,,. 320, pad_, lIard.tory ,s~ 

321,. 340 pa.,.r or paper ~rt1cles 1640 
270 
1320 Returned Shi~nt. 820 . 
366 RubboI' I\rt1cl.s 1660 
480 

460 
Salt, cOftllllOn 

(Sodium Chlor:!.de) 990 
480, Shipment., retutne4 820 

' 18~~-lG~7 Stepladder. 900 
GU9'Ar 940 

S40.560,~80 
592 Wood Briquett •• 160 
1020 Wood, fuel COOO 

990-1 .. -1000 
Wood, )(1ndliN~ 600 
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ISSUED BY THe PUBUC UTILITIes COMMISSION OF THE STATe OF CALIFORNIA. 
SAN FRANCISCO; CA1.IFORNIA. 
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EXC~M'ION AA'l'INOS 'l'IIR%" 1 ~xns'l' Rr.vX~r.D PACY. ••• ~.l' 

SECTION' 2"-RII'l'XNOS W}{lCt( 1\Rl! CCCI!!P'l'ION'S TO ~. ce (Contin\lod) 

(N'umbcrft ~1thin pbrenthe.es i~~iately tol1~1n9 commoditiea Gh~n bol~ 
r~fer to suCh Commodities as they bre ~e&Cribe4 in t~ eorre.~~inq item 
num»eora ot tM Govornin9 C1u.iticat10n.) 

Clay, viz.! Bonton1to, cruahod, ~round or pulvor1z04 (40170) 

'l'I'UCkloa<1r 
M1nimum Wei9ht 4S .000 pOunds 

in ~q. (Su~j~t to Notol 1 thro\lqh 0)--.. --...... -----.. ---.... - .... - .... ----.. --...... - 35.4 
in b\tlk, j,n, carrior'. J,'IneUTMUc iI!Iq\I.iol?1Mnt (:>u~joet to Not.s 1 throu'lh 0) .. - 3S.3 

NO'1'E 1.--lIppU.o. only ~hon all providons ot t"IO toll~in~ Not.,. are IIIOt. 
Otherwi.e. apply provisions of tho eovorn1nq ela.a1t1cation. 

NOTE 2.--1I~11es only in conneetion ~ith atra1qht shipment. ot commod1tios 
nalllod 1n tM. itom. 

NO'1'E 3 ... -Rat •• r.8\11t1nq trom a~plicat10n ot tho proviaio". ot th1a item <10 
not alternate ~ith other rates ~n~ Cha~.. 1n th1. tar1tt an4 may not be us~ in 
comb1nat10n with any other rate •• 

NO'1'E 4 ... -lIppliea only .ion connection ~1th shipments loa<1od ~y·con.i9nor an~ 
\lnl04~od by conaiqne.. In s\lch circumstanCea, physical a •• ifttanc~ ot the 
carrier omployee 1s restricte<1 to ~ork ~ithin or on carrier'. equipment and doe. 
not inclu4. atackinq. \lnatackinq, removal or placement of morchan<1iae on polleta. 

NO'1'l!! 5.-Not more than 3 compon4!'nt parts ahall ~ pormitte<1 in Connection 
~1th .h1pm.nt~ mov1nq in split pick\lp or split ~eliv.ry serviCe. 

NOT~ 6.-.. x~ mo~o than one veh1ele o~ combination ot Vehicles co"st1tut1n9 
a .in910 \ln1t ot carrier'a oquipment i. use~ tor the transportat10n ot a 
s1nq1e shipmont~ .Aeh aueh vehiCle or c~ination ot vehicles ShAll be au~~ect 
to the minimum ~oi9ht nAme<1 in this 1tem. 

NOTE 7.--lIpplioA only in eonn~t1on vith prepaid ah1~ments roleas.e to 
one-hAlt ot act\lal value or 50t per ))O\ln~, per article .. ~l'Iich.v.r i. l.sa •. 
Shi~r muat entor the toll~inq st·at~m.nt on the bill of lAdinq .s follo~al 

"~he ~9reed or d~lared val\le o! ~h. pro~rty is hor.by .tated 
by tho .hipper to ~ one~halt ot actual value or 50t por 
))Oun4, POl" Articlo, whichevor is leaa.-

It ahipper fAil. or declines to declare such vAluo in ~r1tin9. the previaions of 
this itom ~ill not Apply. 

NOTE a,~"lIn al~anee ot on. hour tr.e time tor 10a<1in9 and ono hO\lr free time 
tor unloa~inq shall be ma~o for each unit ot eq\lipment uae~. txc.s. loa~in9 or 
unloa<1inq time shall b& eomp\lto<1 at tho ratea nam&d in the appliea~le rAto taritf •. 
'l'ima ahAll b& computed from the time of arrival ot cArr1er'a equipment At plACe 
ot 106<1in9 or unl0a4inq until lOA4inq or \lnl08<1inq ia compl~ed .~ equipment 
ia rele4 .. 4. 

• I\~dition •. :oeeiaion NO. 
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ISSUCO BY THE PUBLIC UTlLITIi!S COMMISSION OF THE STATE Or CALIFORNIA, 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, 

-17-


