C. 5432 (Pet. 676) - hk

ORIGINAL

Decision No. ;534233'

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Investigation

into the rates, rules, regulations,

char§es, allowances and practices

of all common carriers, highway

carriers and city carriers relat- Case No. 5432

ing to the transportation of any (Petition for Modification
and all commodities between and No. 676)

within 2all points and places in (Filed November 12, 1971)
the State of California (includ-

ing, but not limited to, trans-

portation for which rates are

prové?ed«in Minimum Rate Tariff

No. .

OPINION AND ORDER

By the above petition, Canners Leaguc of California seeks
authority to extend the expiration date of Item 45 of Minimum Rate
Tariff 2 from December 3L, 1971 to December 31, 1972.%

Petitioner declares that the provisions for free retum
of empty pallets were originally published in 1966 on an cxperi-
mental basis through joint comsideration of shippers and carriers
and reflected the rate-making judgment of such parties. Peti-
tioner avers that the initial item bore an expiration date of
December 31, 1967 in order to provide 2nd insure that any detri-
mental effects upon either shippers or carriers would not be con-
tinued indefinitely. ’

-

* The provisions of Item 45 pertain to the free return of empty
pallets within a defined mileage redius when certain conditions
as specified in the item are met. :
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Petitioner contends that revisions in the aforementioned
provisions were made from time to time as experience was gained in
the application and use of the tariff item and genmerally there were
liberalizations by extending the allowable mileage radius and includ-
ing additional commodities. According to petitioner, experience
with these provisions continues to be gained and discussions have
been, and continue to be, held between shippers, receivers, truckers
and California Txrucking Association. Petitioner alleges that Jd41i-
gent efforts have been made, and continue to be made, to bring all
parties into complete agreement on needed changes so that a petition
might be filed with the Commission to mcke permanent tariff pro~
visions reflecting current clrcumstances that are responéive‘to the
needs of shippers and carriers alike. Petitioner states that, while
there 1s substantial agreement concerning many provisions of the
item {n question, other influences, including current wage-price
freeze policies, have temporarily prevented conclusion of such
discussions and finalization of such a proposal. '

Coples of the petition wexe mailed to various chambers
of commerce, shipper organlzations and carrier representatives on
ox about November 12, 1971. The petition was listed on the Com-
mission's Daily Calendar of November 15, 1971. No objection to
the granting of the petition has been received.

Commission staff analysis of petitioner's proposal
indicates that extension of the expiration date in question would
allow shippers, recelvers and carriexs additional time fnm which to
dispose of this matter. Also the status quo would be preserved
pending disposition of this matter inasmuchk as higher charges would
result should the current tariff provisions be allowed to expire.
The staff recommends that the petition be granted by ex parte oxder.
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In the circumstances, it appears, and the Commission
finds, that petitioner's proposal is reasonable and the resulting
rates and charges will be just, reasonable and nondiscriminatory
minimum rates and charges for the transportation involved. A
public hearing is not necessary. The Commission concludes that
the petition should be granted.

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. Minimum Rate Tariff No. 2 (Appendix D to Decision
No. 31606, as amended) is further amended by incorporating therein,
to become effective January 1, 1972, Ninth Revised Page 15~B |
attached hereto and by this reference made a part hereof.

2. Common carriers subject to the Public Utilities Act,
to the extemt that they are subject to Decision No. 31606, as
amended, and currently maintain in their tariffs the provisions
involved herein, are hereby directed to establish in seid tariffs

the amendments necessary to conform with the further adjustments
ordered herein. ‘

3. Tariff publications required or authorized to be
made by common carriers as a result of the oxder herein shall be
filed not earlier than the effective date of this order and may
be made effective not earlier than the £ifth day after the effec-
tive date of this order, on not less than five days’' notice to the
Commission and to the public; such tariff publications as are
required shall be made effective not later than Jamuary 1, 1972;
and as to tariff publications which are authorized But not required,
the authority hexein granted shall expire unless exercised within
sixty days after the effective date of this order.




C. 5432 (Pet. 676) - hk

4. Common carriers, in establishing and maintaining the |
amendments authorized hereinabove, are hereby authorized to depart
from the provisions of Section 460 of the Public Utilities Code to
the extent necessary to adjust long- and short-haul departures now
malintained under outstanding authorizations, such outstanding
authorizations are hereby modified only to the extent necessary
to comply with this order, and schedules containing the‘amendﬁents
published under this authority shall make reference to the prior

orders authorizing long- and short-haul departures and to this
oxder.

5. In all other respects Decision No. 31606, as amended,
shall remain in full force and effeet.

This oxder shall become effective twenty days after the
date hereof. '

Dated at San Francisco, California, this _Z%~ day of
November, 1971.

7 7 N
’ ' Commissionexs‘
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MINIMUM RATE TARIFF 2 EIGHTH REVISED PAGE....L5=B .

SECTION 1=-=RULES OF CENERAL APPLIGATION (Continued) ITEM.

EMPTY PALLET RETUIN

SECTION l.==Applies only in connection with Items 316, 320, 3201, 335.5, 338, 345, 350,
390, 6544, and commodities named in paragraph (¢)

{(a) When palletized shipments are transported at rates subject t© minimum weights
of not less than 10,000 pounds, empty pallets may be transported without charge for
aistances not exceading 75 constructive miles when returning to the point of origin of
an outdbound palletized shipment or when transported for a return palletized shipment,
audject tO the terms and conditions in Notes 1, 2, 3 and 4.

NOTE 1.-=-Palletized shipments must be loaded onto carrier's squipment by the
consignor and/or unloaded by the consignee with power equipment, as described in Item 11,
furnished and used without expense to the carrier.

NOTZ 2,==Shipper must indicate on shipping instructions that palletized shipments
were loaded onto =railers by power=loading equipment operated by personnel furnished by
shipper; and/or receivers must show on carrier's delivery receipt that such shipmentcs
were removed by power=loading equipment operxated by personnel furnished Dy reqeiver.

NOTE 3.=-=Bills of Lading covering the shipment of ampty returning pallets shall
identify the palletized shipments. Bills of Lading covering returning palletized loads
shall identify the shiprments of empty pallets.

NOTE 4.==Foy the purpose of this item, empty pallets shall include pallets, plat-
forms, or skids as descrided in Item 150370, Subd 1y Xtem 150380; 150390, sSub 4; or
Item 150430, Sub 2, of the Coverning Classification; six inches or less in height or
nested solid (as defined in Rule 110 of the Coverning Classification), and of wood,
metal or wood and metal construction.

() Carrier must assess applicable tariff charges on empty pallets under the
condicions staced in Notes 5, 6, 7 and 8.

NOTE 5.==Xf immediately upon receipt of a palletized shipment consignee fails to
provide carrier with up to a like numbexr of empty pallets for return €0 point of origin
of the palletized shipment.

NOTE 6.-=When empty pallets avre furnished by consignee and forwarded to origin
point of a palletized shipment, if conaignor immedintely On receipt of empty pallets
falls to provide carrier with a palletized shipment containing up to a like number of
pallets loaded for shipment to conmignee at point of origin of the ampty pallets.

NOTE 7.-~For the transportation of all enmpty pallets in excess of those permitted
by the provisions of Notes 5 and 6.

NOTE 8.~=For the transportation of all empty pallets which &0 not comply with
the provisions of this item,

{¢) Wwhen palletized shipments of Toilet Preparxations, NOX (as descrided in
Item 59420 of the Governing Classification), Aluminum Foil, NOX (as descrided in Ltem
71720 of the Coverning Classification) or commodities described in Item 360 or 732 of
this tariff are transported at rates provided in Section 2, and are sudiect to minimum
walgnts of not less than 10,000 pounds, the empty pallets may be transported under the
provisions of paraygraphs (af and (») adbove, ' .

SECTION 2.~=When shipments of empty pallets not sudject to Section 1 hereof are returned
or foxwarded for a return paying load via the same carriex, the following exception to
the GCoverning Classification will apply, subject to Item 29Ll:
Empty Pallets, as descridbed in Note 4 of Section 1 of this items
Less Truckload 50% of Class 55 (1)

(2) Subiect to a minimum rate of 41 cents per 100 pounds.

#(E) This item expires with December 31, 1972.

# Change, Decision No. 79 428

- EFPECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1972

ISSUED BY THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
Corxection SAN. FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA,
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