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Decision No. 79428 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STAtE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Y~tter of the Investigation ) 
into the rates, rules, regulations,) 
charges, allowances and practices ) 
of all common carriers, highway ) 
carriers and city carriers relat- ) 
ing to the transpo=tation of any ) 
and all commodities cetween and 1 
Within ell pOints and places in 
the State of California (includ-
ing, but not limited to, trans-
portation for which ra~es are ) 
provided in Vdnimum Rate Tariff ) 
No.2).. ) 

Case No. 5432 
(Fetition for Modification 

No. 676) . 
(Filed November 12, 1971) 

OPINION AND ORDER 

By the above petition, Canners League of California seeks 
authon ty to extend the expiration date of Item 4S of Minimum Rate 
'Iarlff 2 from Decembe%' 3l, 1971 to December 31, 1972.l 

Petitioner declares that the provisions for free return 
of empty pallets 'were originally p~blished in 1966 on an experi-
mental basis through joint consideration of ,shippers ~nd carriers 
and reflected the rate-making judgment of such parties.. Peti-
tioner avers that the initial item core an expiration dete of 
December 31, 1967 in order to provide and insure that any detri-
mental effects upon either shippers or carriers would not be con-
tin~d indefinitely • 

.. 
J. The provisions of Item 45 pertain to the free return of empty 

pallets within a defined mileage redius when certain conditions 
as specified in the item are met. 
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Petitioner contends that revisions in the aforementioned 
provisions were made from time to time as experience was gained in 
the application and use of the tariff item and generally there were 
liberaliz~tions by extendi~g the allowable mileage radius and includ-
ing additional commodities.. According to petitioner, experience 
with these provisions continues to be gained and discussions have 
been, and continue to be, held between shippers, receivers, truckers 
and California Trucking Association. Petitioner alleges that d11i-
gent efforts have been made, and eontinue to be made, to bring all 
parties into complete agreement on needed changes so that a petition 
might be filed ~th the Commission to make permanent tariff pro-
visions reflecting current circumstances· that are responsive to the 
needs of shippers and carriers alike. Petitioner stlltes that, while 
there is sub~tantial agreement concerning many provisions of the 
item in question, other influences, including current wage-price 
freeze policies, have temporarily prevented eonclusion of such 
diSCUSSions and finalization of sueh a proposal. 

Copies of the petition were mailed to various chambers 
of commerce, shipper organizations and carrier representatives on 
or about November 12, 1971. The petition was li sted on the Com-
~ssionTs Deily Calendar of November 15 1 1971. No objection to· 
the granting of the peti tion has been received. 

Commission staff analysi~ of petitioner's proposal 
indicates that extension of the expirat"ion date in question would 
allow shippers 1 receivers and carriers additional time in which to 
dispose of this matter. Also the s·tatus quo would be pr~served 
pending disposition of this matter inasmuch a::; higher charges would 
result sho~Q the current tariff provisions be allowed to· expire. 
The staff recommends that the petition be gra.nted by ex pllrte order. 
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In the circumstances, it ~ppears, and the Commission 
finds, that petitioner's proposal is reasonable and the resulting 
rates and charges Will be just, reasonable and nondiscriminatory 
minimum rates and charges for the transportation involved. A 
public hearing is not necessary. The Commission concludes that 
the petition should be granted. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Iv11nimum Rate Tariff No. 2 (Appendix D to Decision 
No. 31606, as amended) is further amended by incorporacing therein, 
to become effective January 1, 1972, Ninth Revised Page lS-B 
attached hereto and by this reference made a part hereof. 

2. Common carriers subject to the Public Utilities Act, 
to the extent that they are subject to Decision No. 31606, as 
amended, and currently maintain in their tariffs the provisions 
involved herein, are hereby directed to establish in said tariffs 
the amendments necessary to conform With the further adjust~ts 
ordered he rei n. ' 

3. Tariff publications required or authorized to be 
made by common carriers as a result of the order herein shall be 
filed not earlier than the effective date of this order and may 
be made effective not earlier than the fifth day after the effec-
tive date of this order, on not less than five daysT notice to the 
Co~ssion and to the public; such tariff publications as are 
required shall be made effective not later than January 1, 1972; 
and as to tariff publications 'Which are authorized but not required, 
the authori'ty herein granted shall expire unless exercised w.Lth1n 
sixty days after the effective date of this order. 
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4. Common carriers, in establishing and maintaining the 
amendments authorized hereinabove, are hereby authorized to depart 
from the provisions of Section 460 of the Pub11c Utilities Cocle to 
the extent necessary to ad.just long- and short-haul departures noW' 
maintained under outstandi~g authorizations, such outstanding 
authorizations are hereby modified only to the eX1:ent necessary 

., to comply 'With this order, and schedules containing the amenOments 
published under this authority shall make reference to' the p~or 
orders authorizing long- and short-haul. departures and to· this 
order. 

s. In all other respects Decision No. 31606, as a.mended, 
shall remain in full force and effect. 

This order sMl1 become effective twenty days after the 
date hereof. 

Dated at San Francisco, California, this .,3r;Uv day of 
NOVember, 1971. 
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MINIMUM RATE TARlFF 2 

SECTION 1--Rm.l!:S Olf' C;~AAL APPX,XCA'tION (continue(!) 

EMP'J.':{ P~ ~ 

SEC'tION 1.--App1ie. only 1n connection with Item. 316, 320, 320-l, 335.5, 338. 345. 350, 
390, 6S~. an<l ~1t1. •• T\AIIIIt4 :1.n puaqX'aph (c) 

<a) When paUet1ze<t ah1pment. are tranllpOrte4 at rAt.. al.1b~.ct to min1mwn we19hta 
of not le .. than lO ,000 ],?OW'\<la. empty pallet. may ])e tranaporte4 w1thO\lt dhaxve tor 
C1i.atanc •• 1\01: excee<tilvi 75 conatruct1ve 1'1111 •• -.!hen. retl.lrn.inq to the point of or19':1.n ot 
an out])ol.lnC! palletize4 .hipment or """en tr&n1lporteCI for A return pall.eUze4 shipment. 
al.ll)~ect to the tex.'IM An<l c:on4ition.a :I.n. Note. 11 2. 3 an4 4. 

NOTE 1.--PalletizeCl .hipment. mu.t be lOa<le4 onto cArrier' • .qI.lipment ~ the 
c:on.iqnor an4/o:: \mloa<led by the c:onaiqnee with peNe:: equipmont, as 4 •• cril>e4 :1.n Xtem ll. 
furniahe4 an4 I.laod without expen.e to the carrier. 

NOTE 2.--Shipper mI.l.t in4icate on ahippinq instruction. that palletize4 .hipment. 
",ere l0a4e4 onto '!raiJ.er. by poo.ter-l0641nq oqI.11pment operat.-4 by peraonn.el fumiah.-4 ~ 
.hipper, an4/or receiver. mu.t .how on carrier'. 4elivet:!' receipt that .udh .hipment. 
were removed. by pQWer-10adinq equ1pm.nt operAte(! ))y pet'~nne1 fl.lrn.i.he4 :by receiVer. 

NO'1'E: 3 .. --8111. of x,'a<l1nq covering' the .hipment of et!I))ty return.1nq pallet. ahall 
iClentit,r the pAlletized shipment.. 8ill. Of ~ing coverinq return1nq palletiZ$d lo&4. 
shall iClenti1!y the shipment. of empty pall.ts. 

NOT!! 4.--1"or the :pw:po.e of thia item. empty paUet •• hall include pallet., p1at-
forme,. or .ki4a .. 4e.cr~ in Item l50370, Sul) 11 Item l50360, l5039O, Sub 41 or 
ItOlll 150430, Sub 2, of the Govexninq C1aa.ificatj,on1 .ix 1n.c:he. or 1 ... in h.i¢l.t or 
n .. te4 80114 Cu 4efined :I.n. RI.1le no of the aovern.:I.n.q Cl ... if1cat1.on), an(! of WOO4, 
metal or WOO4 an4 metal. eon.tructi.on. 

(b) ~er mg8t ...... applicabl. taritf eharqe. on empty pallet. ~r the 
c:ondi-t1.ona .tate4 in Not •• 5, 6, 7 an.4 o. 

NOTE: 5.--Xt 1mme41ately upon r.c:.ipt Of .,. pall.tize4 .h1pment eon.a19'n •• fa11. to 
provi4. earr~r with up to a l1ke n\Ulll)er ot empty pallet. for return to point of or1q:l.n. 
of the pall.tue4 shipment. 

NO'l'z: 6.-\4hen empty pAll.t. are fl.1X'l'l.iahe4 by conaj,qne. an.4 forwarded to orj.qin 
point of a pall-eti-zed shipment.. if eona~r ~M\t.ly on receipt ot empty pall.et. 
tails to provid.. earrier w1th a pal.let1ze4 shipment conta:l.n.1n9 up to a 11lt. nWlll>er of 
pUleta 10&404 tor .hipment to eona1qn .. at point of ori9:1.n. of the empty pall.-1: ... 

NOTE 7.--'tor the tran.portatlon Of all empty pallet. ion .xce •• of tho •• pexmitted 
by the provulona of Note. 5 an(! 6. 

NO'l'z: S.-l"or the tranaportadon of all. empty pa11et. -.!hic:h do not comply with 
the provi.lOna of th1.a item. 

(c) Wh.n pal.leti:r:ed ahipm.nta of 'roilAt PX'eparatlOTW, NOX (lUI C1 .. cr1))e4 in 
XtOlD 59420 of the Governinq Cla .. 1t'icAtj,on), Aluminum 1"011, NOt (u 4e.c:r1l>e4 in XtCII 
71720 of the c;overn1nq Clua1f1cAt1¢n) or commo4ide. de.cr1J>ec1 in ttem 360 or 732 ot 
th1a tari!1! are tranaported at rate. p:ovM1e4 in SeC1:~ 2, an4 are .ubject to m1n!mwn 
"'e1qhta of not 1 ••• than 10(000 polm4., the empty p~lot. may be trAnaportec1 u.nder the 
p:ovi.ion.a ot' par&9rAph. (a) An4 (l) al>ov.... , 
S!CrxON 2 .. --\4hen .hipment. ot empty pall.t. not .l.1bject to Section 1 hereof &r4I r.turne6 
or toX'War<le<1 tor .,. return pay1nq 10&<1. via the .... carr1er. the fol.l.OIofintI exoeption to 
the eov.rn1nq Cl ... itic&tl.on. w111 apply, .~ject to Xt8m 2911 

Empty Pallet., .. <1 •• cr~4 in. Note 4 Of ,section :I. of this 1tem, 

I.e •• Truc:)cl.oa4----------------------5Q% of Clu. 55 (1) 

(1) S\ll)ject to a m1rdmI.lm. rat. of 4l cent. per 100 poun<I. •• 

~ Chanq., ~i8ion No. 79428 

(Z) 
45 

ISSUED Uf THE PUBUC UTIUTJES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CAUFORNJA, 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAUFORNJA. 


