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Decision No. 79519 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Investigation 
into the rates, rules, regulations, 
charges, allowances, and practices 
of all highway carriers relating to 
the transportation of any and all 
commodities between and within all 
points and places in the State of 
California (including, but not 
limited too, tra:lsportation for 
which rates are provided in 
Minimum Rate Tariff No.2) .. 

And Related ~~tters 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Case No. 5432 
Petition for Modification 

No. 677 

)Case No. 5436, Petition No.llS 
)O~se No. 5439,Petition .No.1S2 
)Case No. 544l,::?etitionNo.23S 
) Case No. 77$'3,Petition No. 4$ 
)Case No. 78S7,Petition No. S4 
)Case No .. 78S8,Petition No.127 
) Application No. 53018 
) 
) (Filed November 22, 1971) 
) 
) 
) 

OPINION ~ND ORDER 

Various common carriers engaged in intrasta~e transporta-
tion within California participate in National Motor Freight Claszi-
fic3tion A~12, hereinafter referred to as the Governing Classifi-
cation, for class ratings and other provisions. Also, certain 
Commission minimum rate tariffs are subject to the class ratings 
and/or other provisions of such classification. 
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By Application No. 53018 National Motor Freight Traffic 
Association, Inc., Agent, seeks authority, on behalf of such 
common carriers, to pUblish specific revisions in the Governing 
Classification effective December 10, 1971, concurrently with the 
national effective date for such revisions. 1 By the above peti-
tions, California Trucking Association seeks to have the ratings 
and other provisions in the Governing Classification similarly 
revised to govern the minimum rates and rules in certain Commission 
minimum rate tariffs. 2 Petitioner requests' that all common 
carriers be directed to establish in their respeetive tariffs sueh 
modifications as may be prescribed by the Commission's order in 
these proceedings, including relief from the long- and short-
haul provisions of Section 460 of the PUblic Utilities Code. 

Applicant and petitioner, hereinafter referred to as 
applicants, state that the Governing ClassiZication is periodically 
revised to meet the changing needs of commerce. Applicants aver 
that the procedures available to shippers and carriers to initiate 
such revisions, to participate in their disposition and to protect 
their interests are generally known to the carriers and shippers. 
Applicants allege that the sought revisions have heen authorized 
by the National Classification Board, after due process, and were 
generally scheduled to become effeetive December 10, 1971, in 
tariffs covering areas other than California and that such revi-
sions, if authorized, would permit maintenance of uniformity of 
classification provisions between California and the rest of the 
nation. 

1 

2 

The changes, which are provided in Supplement 6 to the Govern-
ing Classification, are set forth in Exhibit A and the related 
justifications are set forth in Exr~ibit S, both of which are 
attached to the application. 

The tariffs are Minimum Rate ~ariffs Nos. l-B (East Bay Drayage), 
2 (General Commodities Statewiee), 6-A (Petroleum and Petroleum 
Products Statewide), 9-B (san Diego Drayage), l4-A (Agricultural 
Commodities Statewide), 15 (Vehicle Unit Rates) and 19 (San 
Francisco Drayage) and Exception Ratings ~ariff No.1. 
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A r~view of 3.pplicants' propo~al indicates that the· in-
volved amenaments pertainea principally to format of classification, 
corrections of publishing errors and omissions. One of the ~~en4-
ments involves proposed classification changes on yogurt whieh would 
result in increases. These amendments are within the framework of 
the criteria heretofore announced by this Commission for establish-
ing revisions in the Governing Classification on california intra-
state traffic.3 

Copies of the application and petitions were mailed to 
various eh~rs of commerce, shipper o~anizations, carrier 
representatives and other interested parties on or about November 19, 
1971. The application and petitions were listed on the Commission~s 
Daily Calendar of November 23, 1971. 

The Transporta~ion Division staff has reviewea the 
application and petitions and reeommends that, except fOr the pro-
posed ehanges in the ratings On yogurt, they be granted by ex ?arte 
order. Except for correction of an omission of a tariff reference 
mark, the proposed classification changes on yogurt are the same as 
those proposed for that commodity in other recent proeeedings.4 By 
letter dated November 6, 1971, Foremost Foods Comp~~y objected to 
the adoption of the proposed classifieation ehanges on yogurt in 
said recent proceedings. 

In the circumstances, it appears, and the Commission finds, 
that: 

1. The proposed changes in the ratings on yogurt in Item 
55740-A as listed in Supplement 6 to the Governing Classifieation 
should not be authorized at this time. 

2. Except as provided in Finding 1, the proposed classifi-
eation revisions set forth in Application No. 53018 are reasonable • 

3 
.. 

See Decision No. 62324 in case No. 5432, et ,al., 63 Ca.l.P.U.C. 728. 
See Application NO. 52949 and case No. 5432 (Petition for 
Modification No. 673) et ala 
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3. ~he proposed ratings ~~d rules which applicant will 
be authorized to establish, except to the extent that said ratings 
and rules arc different from and are su?erseded by present excep-
tions contained in the respective minimum rate tariffs and the 
governing exception ratings tariff,. are suit~le to govern the 
minimum rates established by the commission. 

4. Except as provided in Finding 1, the rates and 
charges resulting from the application of th.e aforesaid ratings 
and rules are, and for the future will be, the just, reasonable 
and nondiscriminato~ minimum rates for the transportation of 
property by highway carriers subject to the applicable m:t...,.imum 
rate tariffs. 

Based on the above findings, the Co~ission concludes 
that the proposed classification changes set forth in Applicatio~ 
No. 53018 should be authorized, and that such ratings and rules 
sho\:ld be adopted and approved,. to the exte:lt indic.:.ted in the 
ens\:ing order, to govern the minim~~ rates established by the 
Commission. The Commission further concludes that the involved 
partiCipating common ca:riers in applicant's NQtional Motor 
Freight Classification A-12 should be authorized to depart from 
the provisions of Section 460 of the public Utilitic= Code7 to 
the extent necessary to ~djust long- and short-haul departurez 
now maintained under outst~~ding authorizations. 

IT, IS ORDERED that: 

1. National Motor Freight ~raffic Association7 l~c.? 

Agent~ on behalf of the involved common c~rricr~ p~rticipatins 
i~ National Motor Freight Classi~ication A-12, is authorized to 
o$t~lish and publish the classificat~on ratL~gs and ~les cot 
forth in Application NO. 53018 except the ?rovisions of 
Item S574-0-A therein, to become effeetive not earlier th~'l 
January ll~ 1972, on not less than one ~ay'z notiee to the 
Co~~ission a~d to the public. 
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2. Except as otherwise provided in Ordering Paragraph 6 
h~rcof, the classification ratings and rulcs autho:izcd he:ein 
are approved ~d adopted as the just, reasonable and nondiscrimi-
natory ratin~s and rules to govern the minim~~ rates and rules 
p~omulgated ~y the Co~~ission in Y~imum Rate Tariffs Nos. l-B, 
2, G-A, 9-B" 14-A, 15 ;:u'ld 19. 

3. Tariff publications rc~ired to be made by CO::mlon 
carriers as ~ result of Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof shall be made 
effeetive January 11, 1972, on not less than one day's notice to 
the Co~~ission and to the public and tariff publications which are 
authorizecl but not requircd to be ~de by common c~rrie~s ~s a 
result of Ordering paragraph 2 hereof m~y be made effective not 
earlier than January 11, 1972, ~~d may bc made effective on not 
less th~ one day's notice to the Commission and to the public 
if filed not later than Harch 11, 1972. 

4. The classific~tion ratings ~~d rules au~horizc~ to 
be established by Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof are authorized to 
be made applic~le also for the transportation of: 

(a) Commodities for which minim~~ rat~s 
have not occn established, or 

(b) Commodities which arc subject to higher 
rates than, or more restrictive pre-
visions than, the minim~~ rates or 
provisions otherwise applicable, or 

(c) Co~~oditiQS for which rates h~ve been 
established based upon Minim~~ RAte 
Tariffs Nos. l-B, 2, G-A" 9-B, 14-A" 
15 and lS. 

5. Any provisions currently maintained in common carrier 
tariffs which are more restrictive than, or which produce charges 
greater than, those contained in MinL~~~ Rate Tariffs Nos. l-B, 
2, 6-A, 9-B, l4-A .• 15 and 19 and Exception Ratir.gz Tariff No. 1 
are authorizee to ~e maintained in connection with the rating: 
ancl rules authorized and directed to be est~lished herein. 
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G. Except as provided in Ordering Paragraph 5 hercoZ, 
co~~on carriers arc not authorized to publish ratings and rulos 
which arc dif~erent from, and arc superseded by, present excep-
tions eon'cained in Exception Ratings Tariff No. 1 and Minimum 
Rate Tariffs Nos~ l-B? 2? G-A, 9-B, l~-A? 15 and 19. 

7. Common carriers? in establishing and maintaining 
the ratings and rulez authorized hereinabovo? are hereby 
authorized to depart from the provisions of S~etion 460 of the 
Public Utilities Code to the extent neccssar.r to adjust long--
and short-haul departures now ~aintained ~~der outstaneing 
authorizations; such outst~~ding authorizations are hereby 
modified only to ti~c extent necessa~ to comply with this order; 
and sehedules containing the ratinss and rules published under 
this authority shall make reference to the prior order.s authoriz-
ing long- and short-haul departures and to this order. 

The effective ~te of this order shall be 
January lO? 1972. 

Dated at San Francisco, 
of December, 1971. 

___ ~ __ day 

d d.... 
Commissioners 
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