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Decision No. 79590 ----------------
BEFORE THE PUBLIC 'O"l'ILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Investigation ) 
for the purpose of considering and ) 
determining revisions in or reissues ) 
of Exception Ratings Tariff No. 1~ ) 

Case No. 7SSS 
(Petition for Modification 

No. 117) 
(Filed October S, 1971) 

OPINION AND ORDER 

By this petition, Olin Corporation (Olin) seeks the 
establishment in Exception Ratings Tariff 1 of a truckload 
exception rating of Class 3S.2,stibject to a minimum weight of 
45,000 pounds and to several restrictive rules, on "Strontium 
Nitrate".l The currently established truciaoad rating for 
strontium nitrate is Class 35, minimum weight 30,000 pounds, as 
aescribed in Item ~6740 of National Motor Freight Classification 
A-12. 

petitioner states that it is engaged in the distribution 
of strontium nitrate, used in the manufacture of railway and high-
way fuzees, which will move from Modesto to Olin's plant in Morgan 
Hill at an anticipated annual volume of three million pounds. In-
sofar as shipping characteristics of strontium nitrate are con-
cerned, petitioner declares that its density is 70 pounds per 
cubic foot: that its value is 15 cents per pound; that it is not 
readily susceptible to damage or theft nor likely to damage othe: 
freightithat shipments will be released to one-half of their actual 
value or SO cents per pound, per artiele, whichever is less; that 
the commodity is nonperishable and does not require temperature 
control at any time of the year; that the product moves from one 

1 
The specific proposal is set forth in Exhibit trAit of the petition. 
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consignor to one consignee with no split pickup or delivery in-
volvea: that shipments move in bags on pallets with a gross weight 
per pallet of 3,030 pounds; and that all shipments are power 
loaeed by consignor and power unloaded by consignee. 

Petitioner alleges that the proposed rating and minimum 
weight compare favorably with other commodities sUbject to similar 
or less restrictive conditions and which move at even lower 
exception ratings. Petitioner asserts that the establishment of 
the proposed exception rating will enable this traffic to continue 
to move in for-hire carriage and will forestall considerat~on of 
proprietary carriage. Petitioner further asserts that the pro-
posed exception rating, as governed by the conditions named in its 
Exhibit A, will produce revenue sufficient to return a reasonable 
profit to for-hire carriers and that its proposals are generally 
desired by affected carriers. 

The verified application shows that copies thereof were 
mailed to the California Trucking Association and California Motor 
Express on or about October 7, 1971. The petition was listed on 
the Commission's Daily Calendar of October 12, 1971. No objection 
to the granting of the petition has been received. 

Commission staff analysis indicates that the favorable 
transportation characteristics of st~ontium nitrate are siQilar to 
various other commodities currently subject to exception ratings 
named in the Commission'S Exception Ratings Tariff 1. The pro-
posal would result in rates lower than the class rates cur:ently 
applicable to the transportation involved. The staff recommends 
that the petition be granted by ex parte order. 

In t~c circumstances, it appears, and the Commission finds, 
that the proposed truckload exception rating on strontium nitrate 
is reasonable and that the resulting mL~imum rates will be j~st, 
reasonable and nondiscriminatory minimum rates for the transpo~tation 
involved. A public hearing is not necessary. The Commission 
concludes that the petition should be granted. 
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IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. Exception Ratings TariZf 1 (Appendix A to Decision 

No. 66195, as amended) is hereby further amended by incorporating 
therein, to beco~c effective February 19, 1972, Third Revised 
Page 26 attached hereto ~~d by this reference made a part hereof. 

2. Common carriers subject to the Public utilities Act, 
to the extent that they are subject to Decision No. 6619$, as 
amended, are hereby directed to establish in their tariffs the 
amendments necessary to conform with the ±urther adjustments 
ordered herein. 

3. Tariff publications required to be made by common 
carriers as a result of the order herein shall be ziled not 
earlier than the effective date of this order and may be made 
effective not earlier than the tenth day ~fter the effective date 
of this order on not less than ten days' notice to the Commission 
and to the public: an~ tariff pUblications which are authorized 
but not required to be made by eoumon earriers as a result of the 
order herein may be made effective not earlier than the tenth 
day after the effective date of this order'and may be made effec-
tive on not less than ten days' notice to the Commission and to 
the public if filed not later than sixty days after the effective 
date of the minimum rate tariff page incorporated in this order. 

4. Common carriers, in esta~lishing and maintainin~ 
the rating authorized hereinabove, arc here~y authorized to 
aepart from the provisions of Section 460 of the Public Utilities 
Code to the extent necessary to adjust long- ~~d short-haul 
departures now maintained under o~tstaneing authorizations~ sueh 
outstanding authorizations are hereby modi:ied only to the extent 
neces~ary to eomply with this order; and schedules containL~9 
the rating published ul'lder this au,thority shall make reference 
to the prior orders authorizing long- and short-haul departures 
and to this order. 
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s. In all other respects Decisio~ No. 66195, as 
amended, shall remain in full force and effect. 

The effective date 0: this order shall be twenty-four 
days after the date hereof. 

Dated at San Francisco, california, this ~day of 
January, 1972. 
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(~rs vtt¥-n parentbe ... 1....c11at:el.y foll.ov1n~ c:O-=>d1t1 ••• ~ b.l.ov 
'refer to .uch oo.DOd1t1e ... they ar. ckt.en.be4 :1.1,\ the c:OftespoDd1ng 1ee-
\\UIIIIl)en of ~ eovern1ng Cl.a .. 1f1c:&d.oa.) 

ScrcnU,. lf1e,-:at:4 (46740). in bap (Sub~~ to ~ote. 1 throush 6): 

'rrudcload =1\\1_ .... 1.ght 45.000 ~ 

N~ 1. ..... Appl.1.. ODly vbeft all trrOV1a1on. of the follov1ng Noe.- are 
met. Othe'!'v1ee. AJ)P'l.y ~.1OM of the Coveftdng Q..aaa1f1ca~OD. 

NotS 2.--Al>Pl1ea oaly 1'0 c:ocmec1:1Ob V1Ch .tr&1ght .b1.plllefttll of the 
c:0I*I0d1 ty MDIa4 1n thb 1t.a. 

NarE 3.--2at~a r •• \3lt1'Og frOfll &ppl1c:&t1on of the prov1.a1.oa. of th1. 
ttem d.o not al.t.'1'n&te W1.th other rate. and c:bar~. 1n thi. tar1.f! &ad IIIIIY 
DOt b. uaed 1.ft c:0IIb1t\&c1oa vtth cny ocher 'tatea. 

Nor& 4 .... ·Appl.1.fJ only 1.n C:O\mfIc:C1OQ vtth ah1~CII powr l~ by 
c:onatgoor and. power unlOoa<S44 by C:OQa1~ee. 1ft .uc:b c1r~t&ftc:e •• phy.1i::&l. 
&aab~c:e of the carner ellQl.01ee 1. ftatrl.c:ee4 to WO'tk v1thin O't' OD ca't-
r1er'a eq\I1})mene and doe. not 1ncl~ .e.c:Jd.ftg. wacac:ld.og. removal or 
plAc:ement of lDerc'Mnd1 •• on p&l.l..e •• 

NOtE 5.--If more chcc on •• eb1cl. or combination of veb1c:l •• c:ocat1-
tud.ftg • s1ngle un1t of carr.ter'a equ1.-pm.me 1a UH4 fOT: the tr...oaport:at.1oa 
of a a1ngle ah1pment. eaeh .uch veh1c:l.e or cOlllbf.'ft&e1OQ of veh1elell .hall be 
subject to the 1It~ wtt1gbt M!IIe4 11,\ this 1Celll. 

Non: 6.--Appl.1 •• only 11,\ co=ect.1oa vtth .h1~t. nleaM4 to oa.-
half of .~ val.'\le or ~O esc. ~r })OI.md. })er art:1c:le .. vh1ebeVer 111 108". 
Sh1pper auat ~t.r the foUO'WS.ng atate'lM!fte oa the 'b1U of ~1,\g: 

"The agreed or dec:l&red value of ehe -property 111 hereby 
.e.t~ by ehe ah1pper to be on.-bal.f of ac:euill vAal"" or 
SO OIftt. })er })OImd .. })e't art1el.e. vh1<:h4ver 1. le ... " 

If .hipper t&11a or deel1'Oea to dec:l.&r. .uch val\le 1'0 Vr1.C11,\C. the proYt.1oaa 
of 1:hb 1~em "111 '001: .W1y. 
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lSSUEO r!f THE ?Usue uTII.mes COMMISSION OF TH£ STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. 
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