
Decision No. _ .... 7 .. 9,Q84'""""'1.:.::5~ __ _ 

BEFORE l'HE PUBLIC U"I'ILITIES COMMISSION OF ':.\HE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Investigation au the Commission's ) 
own. 1IlOtion into the status~ safety~ 
maiutenauce,. use and protection or 
clositJg of grade crossitlgs over 
The Atchison~ Topeka and Santa Fe 
Railway Company's main line between 
MJ.>' s. 976 .. 2 and 994.2 between the 
Town of Laton and the City of Fresno 
in Fresno County .. 

Case No. 9237 
(Filed June 22~ 1971) 

Neal W. MeCr0qa Attorney at Law~ for The Atchison~ 
'Iopeki and uta Fe Railway Company; and 
Robert Earl White. Deputy County Counsel. for 
Fresno COunty ~ respondents .. 

William C. Briec:a, Attorney at Law, John La Carrol1:
and w{lIUm E. Roe, for the Commission statf .. 

.QP.!~I~! 

!be case was instituted on the Commission's own motion 
into the status,. safety, maintenance,. use and protection or closing 

of grade crossings over 'Ib.e Atchiso'O.~ Topeka and Santa Fe Railway 

Company's ma~ line between MP's 976.2 and 994 .. 2 between the Town 
of Laton. and ~!:he City of Fresno in Fresno County. 

Public heariugwas held in Fresno on December 14,1971 
before ExalJli.uer Porter,. sud the matter was submitted .. 

Exhibit No.1 presented by the Cormnission staff covers 
tweuty-td.ue grade crossings between Laton and Fresno across The 

Atchison, 'topeka aud Santa Fe Railway Company's tracks. 

Crossi~s which are already protected with automa~ie gates and one 
spur track grade crOSSing were uot cousidered for the purpose of 
the~ study (Exb.1bit No.1) as the staff had no recommendations .as 
to'these erossi"Dgs. 
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The staff in Exhibit No. 1 recommended that automatic gates 
be installed at fifteen grade crossings> the installation to take 
place between the dates of June 30, 1972 and June 30, 1975 and that 
five' grade crossings be closed, With the closure date of June 30, 1972-
As to one particular c-rossing, Springfield Avenue, the recommendation 
was that an i'X'regula-r profile be eliminated by crossing al terat1on 7 

and if it cannot be done then the crossing be closed' to public use 
and traffic. 

Without detailing the evidence- regarding each cro·ssing it 
is sufficient to point out that the railroad, County of Fresno, and 
the Commission staff are in agreement as to the need for these 
crossings to be protected or closed. 

Based on the afo-rementioned facts, the Commission finds 
that the proposed protection and closing of the crossing set forth 
in this orde-r will not be adverse to the public interest and concludes 
that public convenience, necessity and safety require chac the 
crossings. be protected or closed as set forth in this op1td.on .. 

ORDER - - ---
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The Atch:ison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company is hereby 
orde-red to per£o~ the folloWing work involving the crossings at 
grade here listed> within the time limits shown as follows: 
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The following main line grade crossings be provided with 
automatic gate protection controlled by adequate track 
circuits: 

Crossing No. 

2-991.3 
2-992.3 
2-987 .. 8* 
2-988 .. 3 
2-989.3 
2-992.8 
2-985.2 
2-985.8 
2-986'.2 
2-979.6 
2-980 .. 0 
2-981.0 
2-981.4 
2-982 .. 1 
2-983 ... 2 

Street Name 

Lincoln Avenue 
American Avenue 
Springfield Avenue 
Manning Avenue 
South Avenue 
Malaga Avenue 
Nebraska Avenue 
R.ose Avenue 
Floral AVC'Que 
Clovis Avenue 
Elkhorn Avenue 
Clarkson Avenue 
Peach Avenue 
Conejo Avenue 
Kamel Avenue 

Installation Date 

6-30-72 
6-30-72 
6-30-73 
6-30-73 
6-30-73 
6-30-73 
6-30-74 
6-30-74 
6-30-74 
6-30-75 
6-30-75 
6-30-75 
6-30-75 
6-30-75 
6-30-75 

!he following crossings are to be closed: 
Crossing No. Street Name Clost.:re D.ate 

2-978.9 Davis Avenue 6.30-72 
2-982·.8 Willow Avenue 6·30-72 
2-987.2 Dinuba Avenue 6-30-72 
2-989.8 Sumner Avenue 6-30-72 
2-991.8 Jefferson Avenue 6-30-72 

* Install two Standard No.8 flashing light signals 
augmented with automatic gate arms. Railroad raise 
passing eraek sufficient am.ount to allow for new 
vertical alignment of crossing compat3ble with 
existing super-elevated main line track. County 
provide new approach grades to altered crossing 
not to exceed two percent in either direction. 
If the existing irregular vertical profile of this 
crossing cannot be eliminated, the crossing should 
then be abandoned and closed to public travel. 

2. Crossings where the county and railroad have not reached 
previous agreement concerning apportionment of costs or where such 
cos.ts are not oehen7i.se apportl.otl.ed" the cost of installing t,he 

recommended automatic protection should be apportion.ed 50 percent to 
~e" County of Fresno and 50 percent to 'Ih~ Atchison, Topeka and 
Santa .FeRailway Compauy. 
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3# The railrosd should bear the cost of physically closfQg 

and removing the crossings so ordered'. !he cost of maintenance of 
the automatic protection installed pursuant to this proceeding 
should be apportioned 50 percent to the railroad and SO percent to 
'the coanty~ pursuant to Section No. 1202.2 of the Public Utilities 
Code. 

4. Within thirty days after completion of any of the projects 
authorized pursuant to this order ~ the railroad and or the county 
shall so advise the Commission in writi"ag. Authorization may be 
re~oked or modified if pub1ic convenience~ necessity or safety so 
require .. 

the effective date of this' order shall be twenty days 
after the date hereof. 

Dated at __ .:&=.n:...:.;~:::!!!:!!~_~ 

day of ---..... M .. AiWlR~CoAot:t ___ ~ 1972. 
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