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Decision No. 79888 

:BEFORE TEE PtTBLIC trrILnIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Investigation ) 
for tbe purpose of considering and 
determining revisions in or reissues 
of Exception Ratings 'tariff No.1. 

Case No. 7858 
Petition for Modification 

No-. l30 
(Filed January 12, 1972 ; 
Amended February 7, 1972) 

OPINION AND ORDER 

The Jacobsen Bros. '!urf Farms seeks the establishment of 
a truckl.oad exception rating for "Sod, choppe.d or not chopped rJ

, as 
described in Item 176880 of the National Motor Freight Classification 

A-l2. said governing classification provides a Class 35, minimum 

weight 40,000 pounds, truckload rating for sod. Petitioner seeks 

the establisbment of a Class 35.4, minimum weight 45,000 pounds, 
truckload exception rating for the movement of sod. It is proposed 
that the's~t exception rating be made subject to various.conditions 
not prese.n.tly reflected in the applicable rating named in .:the 
Classification. 

Petitioner is engaged in the growing., processing and 
distribution of sod for laudseap:tng,. This material is used at 

school.sites,. on playing fields, and for business, industrial and 

pr1'~te home decorative purposes.. Petitioner explains that prior 

to the adoption of the National Motor Freight Classification by 
Decision No. 76413 (68 Cal. P.U.C. 445), sod was transpor~ed under 
the rail-oriented class ratings named in the then governing Western 
ClaSSification. Since the adoption of the aforementioned motor 
carrier classification for minimum class rate determination, the 
petitioner states that much of the for-hire transportaticn of sod 
has been diverted to proprietary carriage due to the relatively 

high transportation cost tncreases tncurred, the import of competi­

tive artificial turf. and the general inflationary trend in the 
economy. Petitioner contends that the transportation circumstances 
and conditions relating to the movement of its product locally in 
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California are generally different from~ and more favorable tb.an~ 
those experienced nationally and upon which the eur.rentcla.ssifiCJl­
tiou ratings are based. For this reason~ polus the fact that the 
sought exception rating is peculiar to California in that ;z't is 

lower than any named in the goveming clas$ific:ation~ the sought 
relief is made directly to the Commission rather than to the 

National Classification Board as recommended tn Decision No. 67610 
(63 Cal. P.U.C. 170). 

. In support of alleged "more favorable" transportation 
circumstances and conditions involved in the local movement of sod,. 
petitioner directs attention to the various limitations under which 

the proposed exception rating will apI>ly. It is explained that such 
restrictions reflect the efficiencies and economies in the perfor­
mance of motor carrier service which minimize carrier costs and 
enable resultant savings to be reflected in lower class ratings. 
They include such restrictions as the shipper sharing of carrier 
liability (release value of goods shipped) in the event of loss or 
damage to Shipment" expedited loading; and unloading of freight 
through use of pallets and power equipment" limited split delivery 
service" reduced operating, expenses due to shipments being restricted 
to straight loads,. prepayment of charges, and transportation of full 
loads on single carrier units of eq,uipment. 

The petitioner states that its proposal hcls been c!isc:ussed 
with and developed thrOUgh cooperation of carriers currently employed 
in the transportation of sod. Finally, petitioner avers that it 
desires to hold the existing traffic to for-hire carriage and to 
stimulate aclditional movement in for-hire service, to which the 
sought exception rating will assertedly address itself. Petitio:er 
requests that the relief sought herein be· authorized by ex parte 
order. 

A highway carrier engaged in the transportation of sod 
and the California Trucking AsSOCiation" after reviewing the relief 
sought here~" have advised the CommisSion that ihey have no 
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objection to the requested ex parte consideration of petitioner's 
rate proposal. Petition 130 was listed on the Commission's Daily 
Calendar of January 13, 1972. No objection to the granting of the 
petition has been received. 

The Commission finds that: 
1. The transportation of sod within California, under the 

circumstances and conditions set forth by petitioner herein, 
reflects more favorable transportation characteristics than 
contemplated in the establishment of the present appliC8ble 
truckload class rating, for sod named in the National Motor Freight 
Classification A-12. 

2. The favorable transportation characteristics established 
for sod are similar to various other commodities currently sub-ject 
to exception ratings named in the Commission's Exception Ratings 
:tariff 1. 

3. The petitioners sought relief would, if adopted, result 
in :ates lower 'than the class rates currently app-licable to the 
trans.portation of sod in California. 

4. The proposed truckload exception rating for sod is 
reasonable and the res.ulting rates will be just, reasonable and 

non-discriminatory minimum. rates for the transportation involved. 
The Commission concludes that Petition for Modifieatio~ 

No. 130, in Case No. 78SS should be granted, subject tO'minor 
technical corrections for reasons of tariff clarification and 
sim~lification. A public hearing is not necessary. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. Exception Ratings Tariff 1 (Appendix A to DeciSion 

No.. 66195, as amended) is bereby further amended by incorporating 
therein, to become effective May l3, 1972, Thirty-First 
Revised Page 3 and Sixth Revised Page 25, atteched hereto and by 
this reference: made a part hereof. 
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2. Common carriers subject to the Public Utilities Act, 
to the extent 'Chat they are subject to Decision No. 66195, as amended,. 
are hereby authorized to establish in their tariffs the amendments 
necessary to conform. with the further adjustments ordered herein. 

3. Tariff publications authorized to be made by common carriers 
as a result of the order beretn shall be filed not earlier than 
the effective date of this order and may be made effective not 
earlier than the tenth day after the effective date of this order, 
and may be made effective on not less tban ten days' notice to the 
Commission and to the public if filed llot later than sixty days 
after the effective date of the mtoimum rate tariff pages incorpo-

ra ted in this order. 
4. Comnon. carriers, in establishing and maintaining the rates 

authorized hereinabove, are hereby authorized to depart from the 

provisions of Section 460 of the Ptiblie Utilities Code to' the extent 
necessary to adjust long- and short-haul departures llOw maintained 
under outstanding authorizations; such ou.tstanding authorizations 
are hereby modified only to the extent necessary to comply with this 
order; and schedules containing the rates published \mder this 
authority shall make reference to the prior orders authoriz~ long-
and short-haul departures and to this order. ' 

5. In all other respects Decision No. 66195, as amended, 
shall remain in full force and effect .. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty-four 
days after the date hereof. 

Dated at San Fr!.nci8Q).-> 

day of ~PR't .. , 1972. 



Aei4a 
Articl..s AS 4escrll:led in the 

Covern1nq Cl.a.u~kat.1.on 

Blanket. --~.ra, .hippil'1q 
,J~ra, UIle4 pac:lcAqe. 

cartOl'1a,. tItIq, pulp 
-cu. •• 4t9'9' or «IV c:arrier 

tUler a.ata, \iOOd pulp 
Chtllll1eals 
Clay, v1z. r (Denton1te) 
CocoIl or eoco. Pute 
Compo\ll'14a" tree An4 we.c1 

k1llinq 
COnt.c:tl.oa.ry 
COntainers" .heet steel 

l"ext1lizen 
1"lowera, treah, cut --

~ Chanqe ) 
... Md1t.1.on ) ~ion. No. 

•• Eliminated ) 

C:orrection 

1200 

l030-l05O 

1800 

270 
320,32l,340 
270 

450 
1320 
366 
460 

460 
460 
laS5-18S7 

540,560,580 
S92 
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M&dU.nes, viz.r 
AeCO\mtil'1q CIu:d 
COpy1nq" P\lplieatinq 
or Repro4uc:inq 

Pada, aan1tuy 
~aper Artic:les 

~ Shipment. 

Salt, CO\IIIIOl'1 
(So4iwn Chlorl4.) 

Shipments" :cet:\lrned. 
.~, chopped or not chopped --Strontium Nitrate 

Suqar 

WOOd,. fuel 
WOOd, )Cil'141inq 

480 

1850 

755 
l~O 

820 

880 
820 
860 

870 
940 

600 
600 

ISSUED BY !ME POBUe UTIUT1ES COMMIS$lON Or THE STATE OF CAUFORNIA, 
SAN ,FRANCISCO, CAUFORNJA. 



(Numbera Y1thin par.nthe ... 1mmeCl1Ately foll~n9' colllll104iti ••• hoIort\ belOW' 
refer to .och cOmmoditie. a. tn.y are d.a<:r~ ~ the corre.pondinq it.m 
number. of the Coverninq Cla •• ificatiOft.) 

Sod~ chopped or not c~ (176880). CSul>jeet to Note. 1 thro\l9h 10) r 

Truckload lllinimwn weiqht 4$;000 poun4. 

NOTE l.--Appli •• on1y~n all prov1.ion. of the followinq note. Are 
met. Othexwi •• ; provi.ion. of the COV.rn11'19 Clu.ificAtiol\ .hall apply. 

NO'l'!! 2.-Rat •• re.ultinq from application of the prov1.:I.oM of 
thi. item MY not be u..c1 11\ collll:>1n.ation with any other rat ••• 

NOTE 3.--Applie. only in conne<:tion with prepaid .hipment. rel.aaed. to­
on.-half of Actual vAlue or SO c.l\t. per poun4 per Article. Yh1chever i. l .... 
Shipper muat .I\t.r the fo1low1n9 .tAtement on the bill of la4inq or .hippinq 
document A. follow.r 

"'rhe aqr;Md or declared value of the property 18 her.by 
atate4 by the ahipper to ~ one-half of ac:t\ULl value or 
SO C.l\t. per f>OIln4 .. per Articl., Yh1chev.r 1. 1 ...... 

If .hipper fails or decline. to deel.&re .uch value 11\ writinq, the prov18ion. of 
thia item will not apply. 

NO'rZ 4.-Appli •• only in COMec:tiOn. with shipments lOAded by conaiqnor 
an4 unl0a4e4 by cOl\.1qnee Iof1th J)OWer equ1pment~ furnished and uMld without 
.xpenae to the carrier. In .och cireum.t&n<: •• , phy.icAl a •• iBtAnce of the 
ca.rr1er .mployee i. re.u-1ete4 to york within or 01\ carrier·. equ1pment And 
does not 1n<:1u4e .tackinq, unrtaeld.nq, reIIIO'V'al or placement of lMX'1;hanc:1ae on 
pallets. 

NO'l'E $.-It mor. than one vehicle or coml>1natiol\ of v.hicle. cOMt1tut­
inq A a1nql. unit of carrier·. equ1peent i. used for the tran.portAtion ot A 
sinqle .hipmel\t mov1nq under rat •• in thi. item, each aueh v.hic:le or combina­
tion of vehicle. shAll be .ul>je<:t to the minifllull\ yeiqht n4llled hereil\. 

NO'l'E 6.--'rhe provi.ion. of thi. item will not apply in COMe<:tion Yith 
.hipment. trAMporte4 in multiple lot •• 

NOTE 7.-ACC:e.aori&1 cb.uv.. Apply1nq in connection with .. rv1<: •• per­
tormed. at de.tiM.tion Aft.r tend.r ot tr.1qht tor deliwry .hall be for the 
account of the con.iqnee and con.i~ mu.t quarant_ payment of such. eharq •• , 
in wr1tinq, prior to co_nc.ment of 8\\<:h .. rvices~ 

NO'1'E 8.-Appl1e. only in connection with .traiqht shipment. of eol'!lm04i­
tie. named in thi. item. (See ZXCeption.) 

EXCEP'l'ION.-MAV include not more than 100 OOUM. o~ r.lated 
art:i.<:lea vl.z. r Jtoller. (8490). See<2 (173740) .an.a P'ertilizer 
Compound. (66140). 

Norz: 9.-Not more thAn S compon.nt part_ .hall bot permitted in connection 
with .hipment. JlIO'Vinq in .pl1t pickup or .pl1t Clel1very .. rvic •• 

N01'Z 10.--'1'he tree ""eiqht of palleu containinq eommoCli1:;i.e. movinq l1Mer 
proviaion. ot thU item 18 lim1te4 to 5" ot th. "".:l.qh1: on whieh transportation 
charqe • .are computed. 

* A44it:l.oa ) --. -1 No 6 Reeu<:t10n ) ~ .. on • 
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35.4 

*0 
860 

ISSUED BY THE PUs.uC UTlUTIES COMMISSION. OF THE STATE OF CAUFORNlA. 
correction SAN FRANCISCO;. CAUFORNIA. 


