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Decision No. 80036 

BEFORE TEE ?UBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF nIE STA:'E OF CALIFORNIA 

In the ~tter of the application of 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company for 
a certificate that the present and 
tuture public convenience and 
necessity require or ~~ll require 
the construction and operation by 
applicant of a 230-kv transmission 
line between Valley Spring Substation 
and the T1ger Creek-Newark 230-kv line 

OPINION A..~ OWER 

Application No. 53106 
(Filed January 21> 1972) 

?acific Gas and Elect~ic Company (App11c~~t» a Californi~ 

corporation> seeks ~~ order or the Commission (Commission) granting 
to it a certif1cat~ pursuant to General Order No. 131 that the present 
and future public convenience and necessity require or will requi~e 
the constrc.ction, opera.t.ion> ma.intenance and. ilSe of a 230-lW trans
mission line between V~ley Spring SUbstation and the Tiger Creek
Newark 230-kv tr~~smission line. 

Pursuant to Section 6 of General Order No. 131> Pacific Gas 
and El~ctric Comp~~ has given proper notice of t11L~ of this a~pli
cation to the Board of Supervisors and Pl~~g Cocmiss1on or 
Ca:averas County ar.d to the State Highway EngL~eer by ma11L~ copies 
of the application. In addition, notice was given to the genera! 
public by advertisement for two successive weeks ~ ~ local newspaper. 

Pursuant to the Section. 5 of Genera.l Oreer No. l31., Paci:f'1c 
Gas and. Electric company has submitted the following c.a.ta: 

Necessity tor Proposed Line 
Tne completion and operation or the proposed lL~e by the 

,.; 

year 1914 is necessary to promote the present and ~ture $afety, health~ 
co~ort ~~d convenience o:f' the public for the follow1r~ reasons: 
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The loac recruirement in the area has been increa.sing and it 
is est~ted that by the year 1974 the load Will. exceed the capacity 
of present taci~ities. Construction of the proposed line and addition 
of a 230/6o-kv sUbstat10n 1mmediately adjacent to the eXisting Spring 
ValleyTs substation will be reqUired to provide an economic~ efficient 
and re11able means of providing the add1t1onal power required for the 
area. 

Locatio~ of Proposed Line 

A map a.ttached to the a.pp~1ca.tion, :::a.rked Exhibit B, shows 
proposed routing details of the right-or-way, including topography of 
the area transversed. 

The route of the proposed trans:ission ~ine starts at Valley 
Springs Substation and proceeds for approJd.ma.tely 1.1 miles 1.."l. a 
north-westerly direction through a."l. area of rolling hills used 
primarily tor agriculture and teroinates at a. point of connection to 
the applicantts eXistL"l.g 230-kv Tiger Creek-Newark tr~"l.sm1ss10n line. 
The route selected tor the proposed transmiss10n 1L"l.e is para:1e1 ar.d 
adjace~t to two ex!.::·ti."l.g GO-kv tra."'lSmission lines. 

Description and Cost of Pro~osed Line 

A description of the proposed tranSmission l1.."l.e and its 
esti~ted cost are as follows: 

a.. 
b. 
c .. 
d. 

e .. 
~ .. 
g. 
h. 

Le!lgth of line 
Width of right-or-way 
T,ype and size of conductor 
Capacity 

Voltage 
Type of Structure 

Height o~ Structures 
Estimated Cost 

(ExclUdir~ right-or-way) 
Seleetion of Pro~sed Route 

1.1 miles (approx.) 
155 teet 
AJ.1 a1unun1.:.!ll, 1113 mem 

(318 :tva. Su:r:mer normal 
(386 mva. Summer emergency 
230-kv 
Conventional Self-Supporting, 
Square based> lattice st~el 
towers 
115 ~eet (average) 

$80~ooo 

The proposed tra:lsr::.ission line, 'for !!:lost part, W'i11 parallel 
~he app11eant Ts eX1st~ 60-kv transmiscion lines. 
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Applic~~t states that other alternative routes L~vestigated 
failed to meet some criteria or well designed tr~~s~ssion lL~e, &nd 
would 1e~then the line without offering any enviro~enta1 or 
economic advant~e. The route selected will not pass in the vicinity 
of ~~ historical sites or buildL~gs~ or archaeolog~ca1 sites, and 
will not produce any unreasonable burden on naturel resources ~~d 
aesthetics of the area. 

Est~mated SCheeules 

Necessary ri~~ts-or-way have been acquired. The estimated 
schedule for construct10n of the line is ~s follows: 

a. Start of Foundations 
b. Start of tower erection 
c. Start of conductor s-tri.."lg1ng 
d. Opera.ting date 

Gove~entel Agency Rev!ew 

February 18·) 1974 
Y.arch 15) 1974 
April 5, 1974 
Y'.ay 1, 1974 

The proposed route has been reviewed with the Planning 
Commission o~ Calaveras County. By letter o~ March 19, 1962,. a copy 
of which is atta~~ed to the application and ~kcd ~s Exhibit C, the 
Planning Co~ssion approved the construction of the l1ne. At a 
meeting of the Planning Commission on April 15, 1971, a copy of the 
m.1..~utes 0'£ which is attached to the a.pp1ica.tion and marked as 
Exhibl.'t D:) the location of the line wa.s again reviewed and. approved 
·,.;:tth the condition that "PG&E ta.l<e advantage or a:r..y new technological 
developments that might occur, such as undergro~"'ld 1nstalla.tion~ /I 
?G&E st.ates that undergrou.'"lding of the 230-kv transmission line 1n 

such a remote area is not econooically feasible and furthermore, 
1nstalla.t1on of tt;!rmina.l. structures> pothea.ds ~ lightning arrestors 
and discon."'lect SWitches would 1~pose additional visual distractions. 

By letter of Feb~r.1 17, 1972, the Comcission sta~~ advised 
th~ Plan."'l~"'lg Commiss~on of C~averas Cou.~ty that the staff had 
revi~wed. ~~e type of co~st~~ction and the routing proposed by applicant 
:l:ld :i.s o~ the opinion that the proposal 1z reeso!laole for the terra.in 
and area to be traversed. 

No re~uest tor a public hearing has been received by the 
Com.tn1ssion. 
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Findings 
The Commission finds that: 

1. The construction.? 1nstaJ.lat10n, opera.tion.) ma.1ntenance a...""ld 
use o~ the 230-kv transmission line as described in this application 
are reasonably required to meet area demands for present and ~ture 
reliable and economic electric service. 

2. The construction and opera.tion of: the said transmission l1ne 
will not produce an unreasonable burden on the natural resources.? 
aesthetics o~ the area in-Which the proposed facilities are to be 

located., public health and sa..tety, air and water qua11ty in the 
Vicin1ty.) or parks, recres.tiona.l area., sce:o.1c areas, or histor1c Sites 
and buildingS, or archaeological s1tes. 

3. Applicant T s proposal is in the publiC interest, that pub11c 
convenience o.nd necess1ty now require and Will require the construction 
of the 230-kv tra...~m1ss1on line described 1n this applica.t1on, that a 
public hearing is not n.ecessary.) and that .a. cert1f1cate shouJ.d be 

issued. 
The certi:f'1cate herein granted shs.ll be subject to the 

folloWing proVision of law: 

The COmmission shall have no power to authorize the 
ca.pital1zation of this cert1ficate ot pub11C convenience 
and necessity or the right to own, opera.te or enjoy 
such certif1cate ot publiC convenience and necessity 
in excess of the amount (exclusive of s:r:ry tax. or annuaJ. 
charge) actually paid to the State as the consideration 
tor the issuance of such certifica.te of pub11c 
convenience and necessity or right. 

The action taken herein is tor the issuance of a certificate . 
of public convenience and necessity only and is not to be considered 
as 1ndieati ve of amounts to be included in a. tutu.re proceeding '£or 
the purpose or determtn1ng just and reasonable ra.tes. 
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IT IS ORDERED the.t a. certificate or public convenience and 
necessity is granted to Pacific Gas and Electric Company to construct~ 
operate ~ ma.1.nta.1n and use a 230-kv transmission l1ne as descr1bed in 
the application. 

The authorization herein granted shall expire if not 
exercised Within three years from the date hereor~ 

The ettect1 ve date 0'£ this order sha.l~ 'be twenty days af'ter 
the date hereof. 

Da.ted at S&n Fra.nelaeo 
MAY ~ 1972. 

eoc=:fS'sloners 


