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Decision No. 80068 -----
BEFORE '!HE PUBLIC UTILITIES COtroSSION OF THE srA'!E OF CALIFORl,Th\ 

In the Matter of the Investigation ~ 
for the purpose of considering and 
determining revisions in or reissues 
of Exception btings Tariff No. 1. ~ 

~e. No. 78SS 
Petition for MOdifie~tion 

l~o. 132 
(Filed February 23, 1972) 

INTERIM OPINION 

In this petition, Ethyl Corporation seeks the eseablisbm.ent 
in Exception Ratings Tariff 1 of ~ trucklo~d exception rating of 
Cl.:lSS 35.3, subject to a minim\.lC weight of 45,000 pounds ~<! to 
sev~al restrictive rules, on "Film or Sheeting, Plastic, othe~ than 
cellulose".Y The currently established trucklo."!d rating for plastic 

film and sheeting is Class 35, minimum weight 3&,000 pounds, as set 
forth in Item 156830 Sub. 1 of National Moeor Freight Cl.;lSsif:tc.ation 
A-12. 

Petitioner states that it is engaged in the manufacture 
and s.r:.le of plastic film .:m.<i sheeting. The petition states that a 

new movement of plastic film and sheeting from FreI:lont to Modesto 
has begun, amounting to five tlillion pounds per year. Ihe petition 
states that the ,proposed exception rating will be applicable to said 
movement, as. well as to other movements currently being made within 
Cal.iforn1a. 

the petition alleges that the proposed exception rating 
will be reasonible in light of the voltmle of movement and because of 
other transportetion ehare.cteristics~ described as follows: Density 
of the commodity is 33 pounds per cubic foot, and its value is 31 
cents per pound; the C01:lC1odity is not readily susceptible to d.amage 

Y '.the specific proposal is set forth in Exhibit "AU of the petition. 
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or theft, and it is not likely to damage other freight; shipments 
are made on pallets,. facilitating handling by the highway carrier 
and reducing loading and tmloading times; split delivery is not 
involved; and shipments are prepaid. The petition asserts that the 
proposed rating and minimum weight compare favorably with other 

coamodities subject to similar or less restrictive conditions and the 
same or lower exception ratings. 

The petition states that the proposed exception rating, if 
granted,. will enable plas tie film. and' sheeti.ug. to continue to move 
in for-hire carriage and will forestall consideration of proprieta:ry, 

carriage. It is petitioner's position that the proposed exception 
rating,. when tied to the conditions proposed in connection therewith,. 

will produce reasonable revenues to for-hire carriers and will return 
a reasonable profit. 

The petition was served on known interested parties. The 
'!'he California Manufacturers Association has advised the Commission 

that it objects to certain restrictions contained in the proposed 
tariff item,. but not to the proposed truckload rating or minlmt::ll 

I 

weight. By letter dated May 3, 1972, petitioner requests that an 
interim order be issued in order to prevent the diversion of the 

traffic in question to private carriage. 

Commission staff analysis indicates that the favorable 

transportation characteristics of plastic film and sheeting are 
similar to various other cOlXlmOdit:ies currently subject to exception 
ratings named in the CommissionTs Exception Ratings Tariff 1. The 
proposal would result in rates lower than the class rates currently 
applicable to the transportation involved. 

In the ci:rcumstances, it appears,. and the Commission finds;p 
that pending. further review by the Commission following public hear

ing with respect to certain restrictive provisions contained in the 

proposed tariff item,. the proposed truckload exception rating on 
plastic film and sheeting is reasonable and that the resUlting 
minimum rates will be just,. reasonable and nondiserimi'natory minlrAum 

rates for the transportation involved. The Comc:d.ssion concludes 
that an interim. order should be issued. 
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n.~IMC~ER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Exception Ratings Tariff 1 (Appendix A to Decision NO. 
66195, as amended) is hereby further amended by incorporating therein, 

to become effective J'tee 24, 1972, ndrty-second Revised Page 3- and 
Originc.l Page. 20-3, attached hereto and by this reference made .a ?art: 
hereof. 

2. Tariff publications authorized to be made by common car
riers as a result of the order herein shall be filed not earlier 
than the effective date of this order and may be made effective not 
earlier than the tenth day after the effective date of this orde::-, 
and may be, made effective on not less than ten days f notice to. the 

Commission and to the public if filed not later than sixty days after 
the effective date of the minimum rate tariff pages incorporated i.."l 
this order. 

3. Common carriers, in establishing. and maintaining the rating 
author-zed hereinabove, are hereby authorized to depart from the 

prOvisions of Section 460 of the Public Utilities Code to the extent 
necessary to adjust long- and short-haul departures now meintained 

u:lder outstanding a~tborizations; such outsu:nding <,.uthorizations 
are hereby modified only to the exte:1t: necessary to comply ~-i t:h this 
order; and schedules coutaining the rating published under this 
authori'ty shall 'lXIake reference to the prior orders authoriziDg:. long
and short-ha'':u' dep.areures and to this order_ 
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4. In all other respects Decision No. 66195·, as amended, shall 
remaiD in full force and effect. 

~I:he effective date of this order shall be twenty-four days 
after the date hereof. 

Dated at ---iilIM~~~L.-_A-_"" 
day of ___ M;..;.AY~ _____ ..-) 

<,~o 
~sioD.ers 
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Dl%)EX or COMMOI)ITn:s 

COMM)I)XTXES l'r!X COMHOl)l'r%ZS I'rZK' 

AI::i.d. l.200 toq., compre • .-d' -.wdu.t 600 
Art:I.Cle. a. deecr:l.l>ec! in 

the <Oovern1Dg' C1& .. U1- 103~1050 
cation MAchine ... viz. t 

Ac<:oun1;:1Dq- Card 
&laD)cet. 1800 Copyinq,. DlJpl1catinq 

or Raproduc:1nq 1850 

Carrier., ahipp:l.nq 270 
Carrier., uMd paclc&9'e. 320,321,3<&0 P~., Mnit&Xy 15S 
Carton., ecJ9', pulp 270 paper ~:l.Cl .. 1640-
Ca ... ~ eqq or eqq carr1er '*Plalltic tUm or abeetinq 490 

filler flat.,. voo4 pulp 450 ltetu:rn~ S'hiplNnt. 820 
Chem1eala 1320 salt', coanon 880 Clay, v1z.r ~torU.w) 366 
Cocoa or Coeoa Pa.w 480 (So~UUIII Chlorid4t) 
CQIIIpOImd... tr.. aM *Sbeet1nq.. pl.utie 490 

v.ed klll1nq 460 Shipmen1;:., returned 820 
Conteet.1onery 480 SOd .. c:boppec1 or Mt 
Container., .Met. .teel 1855-1851 clK>pped 960 

StrontiWII Nitrate 810 
Suq&r ?40 

rert11uft'. 540.560 ,380 
"'1":t.1ra, plutic: 490 
Plowwn, treab, CUt 592 

w~~ fuel 600 
JC:IIrnela, corn, roaated 480 WOOd, >d.ndl1n9' 600 

" 

• M4ition, r>ec:1a:t.on No. 
80068 

. 
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_ ISSUEO BY THE PU8UC UTIUT1ES COMMISSION OF THE STATE' OF CALIFORNIA.. 
Coneetion SAN FRANCISCO. -CALIFORNIA. 
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(N\nIIl)eJ:S w1th1n parentheses ~;i.&tely follOlot1nq COI'IIIIIOditie •• hown below
reter to .uCh COfIIIIIOditie. u they Are describe(! 1n the c:oneapon4ing :l.tem 
n\1%llbera of the Govoxru.ng Cl.&aaifiCAtion.) 

~ Wo1qht 45.000 pQQn4a __________________________________________ w ___ -._ 3S~3 

(Subject to Note. 1 ~ 9) 

NO'l'E l.-Applies only'o/hen All prov:l.aiOM of the followinq aot •• Are met. 
Othe:cv1ae. pX'OVi.1ons of the Govorn1Dq Cl.aaa:l.!ie&tion shall apply. 

NOTE 2.--RAte. re~lt1nq f%Olll Application ot the provuiona ot thia item 
may !'lot be uaed 1n c:ombination with Al)Y other rates. 

NO'l'Z 3.--Appl.:iea o1'lly in C:OMection w1th p~ ahipment. roleaaec1 to 
ol'l_half of a~ value or SO cent. per poIm4 per artj,Cle~ w1Uchever is 1.... Shipper must enter the followinq atatement on the bill of ladinq or 
shipping c!lOCll1llel\t All follows, 

"'rI\e ~reed or decl.are4 value of the property :La hereby stated 
by eM shipper to be ol'l_hAlt of ACtUal. value or SO cent. per 
pounc!!. per Al:'ticle whiChever ill le ..... 

:tf ahipper fAlla or dec:l:Lno. to c!lecl.Are ~eh value in vritioq .. the prov1.iona 
of th1. itom w:I.ll aot apply. 

NO'n; 4.-Appliea only in c:onnect1on with shipments loac!l04 by c:onaignor 
and unlOAded 'by c:ona1.qn_ w1th power equipment, furtU,ahed &nc!l used without 
expenae to the carrier. In suCh circwutaftCes,. physical aa.1atanc:e of the 
carrier etIlPloyee ia restrictec!l to wor'" within or on carrier's equipment &ric!! 
400. not 1nclu4e .tadd.ng.. unau.c:kinq, removal or plAcement of merchan4iae 
on pallet •• 

NO'l'E S.--:tf more than one vehicle or ~1nation of vehicle a c:on.t1tut
in9' a s1nl;J1.e un:I.t ot carrierO. equiP1D8l'lt 1& uaed tor the trlU'l.8portation of a 
slngle ah1p!'l11!mt tDOV1nc1 under rAte. 11\ th1.a :l.tem, eaCh such vehicle or 
c:on0in.&tion of vehiclea ~l be sul>j~ to the m1n1mwn weiqht l'lAmf'!'d here1n. 

N01'E 6.--'1'he proviaiOM 0: this item will !lot Apply to an1pmenta 
tranaportec!l 11\ 1lI\ll.t1ple lot. nor to ah1pments moving in aplit p1ckup or 
split delivery service. 

Non: 7.-ACCe .. orl&1 chaJ:qea applyj,nq 1n c:onnecd.on with _rvicea per
formed At d •• tination after tender ot tre19'ht tor del:.l.very ahAll be tor the 
a.~t of th<t eona1qn_ .n4 cona1qnee mu.at quArant_ payment 01: web 
c:harqe.~ in wr1tinq. prior to ~c:ement of IlUch .ervice •• 

N01'J! a.-APPlies only in c:onnect1on w1th atrAiqht an1pments ot c:om
moditi •• named in th1a :.I.t_. 

NOT!: 9. --'I'he tree weight of pallets contailU.nq commo4it1es mov:l.nq un~r 
proyidona of this item is 11m1teC: to :'>" of the we:i.qht on Wh1ch tranaportation 
charges are COlIIPut~. 

J)ociaion NO. 80068 
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rssuED BY THE PUBUC UTJJ.JTIES COMMISSlON OF THE STATE OF CAlIFORNIA. 
SAN FRANCISCO. CAUFORNIA. 


