
SWick 

Decision No. __ 8_0_'226 ____ _ 

BEFORE THE PUBI.IC UTILITIES, COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

Annis La Verne K1ng~ 

Com?lainant, 

V$.. 

Sout:hern california Gas Company, 

Defendant. 

case No. 9316-

(Filed January 13-, 19:72) 

Annis La Verne King, in. propria persona, 
and ~mnd T. Weaver, for complainant. 

K. R. Edsa:l, Frederick Peasley, Rufus w. 
McI<inney and Israel Butler, by Israel 
Butler, Attorney at Law, for de'fendant. 

OPINION ---....,- ...... ~ 

Complainant complains that her bills. for gas service 
were too high during the winter of 1970-1971, and requests an 
adjust:ment in her bill. Public hearing was held on May 24~ 1972, 
in Los Angeles before Examiner Robert Barnett. 

Essentially, complainant's evidence consisted of her 
gas bills which did show au unusually' high amount of gas con
sumption in December 1970 and January 1971. Complainant stated 
that her tzlAnner of USing gas during ,that period was no different 
from her gas usage at other times. A list of her gas b111s for 
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the period November 1969 through Mareh -19-71 is as follows: 

Date Amoun~ Date Amount-- -
11-7-69 $ 9.85 8-11';"70 
12-10-69 19.50 9-10-70 
1-12-70 42.25 10';"9-70 
2-10-70 42.41 11-9-70 
3-12-70 45.74 12-10-70 
4-10-70 3&.62 1-12-71 
5-12-70 38.07 2-10-71 
6-10-70 20.90 3-12';"71 
7-10-70 21.00 

A witness for defendant testified that early in 1971 
complainane eompla1ned to defendant about exeessive gas bills 
and, in response to ehat complaint ~ defendant tested the gas 

meter on the premises. The test showed that the meter was in 
good working order and registering accurately. After the 
complaint was filed, defendant removed the meter and tested it 
again. This test also showed that the meter was in good condi

tion. The ~tness agreed that the meter readings for December 
1970 a:ld January 1971 appeared lUgh, but e.'"'Cplained that that 
win:er was one of the coldest winters in recent years. During 
the period December 10 through January 12, the nuxnber of -degree 
days were 398, substantially more than in November 1970 or 
February 1971. 

The Commission finds that during the billing period 
in question, complainant's meter was operat!ngproperlyand that 
the cause of the high bills was. primarily due to cold weaeher. 
The Commission concludes that relief should be denied. 
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ORDER .... -.-.--. 

IT IS ORDERED that the complaint is dismissed. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days: 

after the date· hereof. 
Dated at ____ san __ ~ __ (WIC_O _______ > Califond:a> 

this __ '",,-,-!4_~ ____ day of JIIL.Y , 1972~ 

,""/ 

Commis~ioner Vernon L. Sturgeon. being 
nece:sar11y absent. did not participate 
1n 'the d1:.poa1 t10n or 'this proceed:\,ng. 


