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Decision No. 80327 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC Ul'ItITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of PACIFIC GAS AND 
ELECTRIC COMPANY for authorization 
to discontinue the opera.tions of its 
Tr~~ty Center Generating Plant~ 
Tr1n1ty CO\m.ty. 

(Electric) 

A'Pp11cat10n No,." 53226-
(Filed, March, 23> 1972",'~' 
Amended May'18;, 1972) 

OPINION AND ORDER 

Pacific Gas and ElectriC Company seeks authority to 
discontinue the maintenance and operation of its Trinity Center 
Standby Generating Plant, located in Trinity CO'lJnty, California. 
Incorpora.ted by amendment to this application is EXhibit c, a. 
cert1t"ied letter containing an excerpt from the minutes of the" 
April 11, 1972, meeting of" the Tr1n.ity Center Community Services . 
District 1..."l which the members voted that Pac1f1c Gas and. EJ.ectric 
Company may remove the emergency generators located in Trinity Center. 

On November 12, 1964, PD.cific Power 8: Light Company, (PP&L) , 
a..."'ld PaCific Gas and Electric Company (Ka.."ldE) jointly filed Applica.tion' 
No. 47109 before this Commission, seeking authority to carry out the 
terms and conditions of an agreement by which the ,former agreed' to' 
sell to the latter certain electric facilities in and near the 
community of Trinity Center. A standby generating plan~ cons1st~g 
of one 100,. two 75" and one 50-horsepower units was excluded't'rom,the 
sale or the t'a.c111t.ies and was to be removed and disposed. of by PP&L., 

At the pub11c hearing on A-47l09 held February 17, 1965; 1t 
was lea.rned that many customers in the nearby a.rea. opposed removal of 
the standby genera.ting plant. In Decision No. 69028, effective' 
May 31, 1965,. it was therefore ordered that Pacific Gas and Electr1c 
Company :;hould continue the opera.tion of the Tr1nity Center diesel 
plant and should station a ce:pab,le employee within the Trinity Center 
a.rea. from November 1 through Jl!J:D.uary 31 of ea.ch year to operate and 
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maintain the plant.. It was i'urther ordered that Pa.c1f1c Gas~ and 
I 

Electric Company should not discontinue the opera.tion andma1nten8.n:ce 
of the Trinity Center d1esel plant except upon authorization 'by th!S 
Co:nmission.. PGandE agreed to prov1de PP&t an appropr1a te and 
reasonable rental charge for PGandE f s use of the plant .. 

?G~~dE first supplied serv1ce to Trinity Center in 1965 by 
extending an overhead l2-kv line a. d1stance of 31 .. 5 miles from 
LeWiston Substation.. During the first three winters o'foperation" a 
tota.l of 296 hours of oper.:l.tion of the standby generators was required 
as a result of outages ca.used by prevailing weather. and tree 
conditions .. 

To improve reliability, a l4 .. 73-mile underground line 
section wa.s in$~lled in 1968 to provide an a.lterna.te teed around a 
20-mile section of the overhead l1ne where most line faUlts· had 
occurred.. During the four Winter sea.sons (through. February" 1972) 
since this und.erground line has been installed" the s'tandby genera.tors 
have been reqUired on only one occaSion" for a total of 25 hours .. The 
genera.tors have not been required since that occaSion. Service 
reliability in this area 1s expected to continue to improve as a 
result or continUlng line reconstruction and tree-trimming programs .• 
Ex.."Ub1t A to the a.pplica.tion sum!no.rizes hours or generator use. since 
1965 .. 

Since it appears that Pa.ci1'1c Gas and ElectriC Company has 
achieved sui'ficient reliability on its Trinity Center System to· 
Justify removal of t.."'le st3nd.by genera.tors and since the maintenance 
ar..d opera.tion or this plant 1s costly> the Comm1ssion r1nds: that 
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public cOllvenience and necessity no longer require the operation and 
maintenance by Pacific Gas and Electric' Company of the Trinity Center 
Standby Generating Plant and concludes that the appl:l.cation should 
be granted. A public bearing is not necessary. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. Pacific Gas and Electric Company 1sauthori.zed to discon

tinue the ma.iutenance and operation of the Tr1rdty Center Standby 
Generating Plant. 

2. Pacific Gas and Electric Company is authorized, to, dis

continue the ass1gmnent of an employee to operate and maiutain this 
plant during the winter season. 

3. Pacific Gas and Electric Company is, authorized to d1scon
t1nue payment of rene for the standby generating facilities. and to 
return same eo the Pacific Power & Light Company for its disposition'. 

'!be effective date of this order shall be twenty days. ~ 
after the date hereof. 

Dated a.t Sa.n Franef.aeo 
, ·~/· 

• CAlifornia, this 1..,.,:.;..-
day of __ ,J;l'A .... U:.w.Gl .... f~.:-.. _____ • 1972. 
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