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Decision No .. _8_0_38_3 __ @~M~~~~l 
CO~~~ ~ THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES 

ApplicRtion of CHEMICAL & PIGMENt CO. ) 
~o include agrieultural-zrade zinc ) 
sulpha'te in Item 5S0 of .EXception ) 
RatiQgs Tariff 1 'to the Commi.ssion's ) 
Minimum Rate' Tariffs. ) 

In the Matter of 'the Investigation for) 
the purpose of considering and deter- ) 
mining revisions in or r~~issues of ) 
Exception Ratings '.tariff No.1) 

Application No. S34-7S 
(Filed July- 2L1o,. 1972) 

Case No. 78S8' 

IN'ttRIM OPINION AND ORDER 

I'tems 5400, 560 and 580 of EXcep~ion Ratings Tariff 1 (ERr 1) 
list by name the fer1:ilizers and fer1:ilizing compounds which the 
Commission has exempted f~om the established minimum rates.. By this 
application Chemical & Pigment Co., a corporation, sceks to, include 
agricultural-grade zinc s~lphate in the lis1: of fertilizers· in- Item SSC 
of ERT L 

Applicant sta'tes that it manufactures, processes and~markets 
zinc sulpha't:e which is used. in pharmacel.1ticals, electro-chemic:~tl platies, 

ingredients for paint and the 'treatment of drinking-water. 

Applicant avers that, for approximately teo years, it has 
also manufactured., processed and marketed a fertilizer known as 
~eteor Brand Zinc S~lphate Monohydrate~ and that the p~ity and 
refinement level of this commodity is such that it is fit only for use 

as an agricultural fertiliz.er. Appl1can't declares. that it ships this 
fertilizer dry, in'fifty-pound multi-walled paperbags and as an aqueous 
solution in tank vehicles to ~holesale agricultural supplicrs throl.1shout 
the state. 
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Applicant eontel:lds that zinc sulphate has been recognized as' 

a fertilizer beneficial t() plant and 'tree life and that it has been 

Shipping "agricultural-g;rllde zinc sl.llphate fertilizer" by motor carriers 

in California intrasta:l:e I~mmer~ as an "exempt"' commoc:li ty under the 

application of the Commis~.ionTs minimum rates. 

Applicant a.lleg(~s that it has recently been. brought to. its 

attention that there may be some question as to whethe~ agricultural­

grade zinc sulphate is eX(!mpt from the minimum rates since (1) zinc 

sulphate is shown under the "Chemical Group'" in the National Motor­

Freight Classifica.tion and (2) it is not specifically named in the 

aforementioned ERl' 1 fer't~~lizer list. 

Applicant asserts that the commodity involved herein 

represents a very small aJrlount of tonnage in the overall shipment of 

fertilizers as a.pproximately 2.000 tons are Shipped annually in 

California intrastate COmttler~ compared. to 1,970,830 tons of othel:" 

'types of agricultural fertilizers. Applicant avers that the shipping 

characteristics of the fertilizer in question are very similal:" to the 

~mmodities presently exempt from the established minimum rates and 

that the less refined. and less pure agricultural-grade zinc sulphate, 

which can only be utilized for fertilizing purposes, should .be 

classified differently than the Chemically-pure zinc sulphate. 

Applicant declares that the principal movement of this commodity occurs 

during September and October and requests that interim relief in this 
" matter be granted in the event that the un.certainty herein invo,lved 

cannot be resolved through normal procedure by Sep''tember 1" 1972'. 

!he verified application shows that copy thereof was mailed 

to 'the Cali.fornia Truck:i.ng Association on or about July 21+, 1972.. ':the 

application was listed on the Commission f s Daily Calendar' of July 26, 

1972. :By letter dated July 27, 1972" California Trucking Association 

informed the Commission that it protests the exemption sought herein 

and requests that this application be set forpublie-hearing. 
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The Transportation Division staff has reviewed the application 

and recommends that~ in view of applicant's urgent need for the sough'l: 

rate relief? it be granted by ex parte order on an interim basis pend­

ing decision on evidence to be adduced at a public' hearing •. 

Subject to further review upon consideration of evidence 
which may be adduced at a public hearing~ it appears, and the Commission 
finds, that the proposal is reasonable. In view of the existing. conditio~ 

'the Commission concludes that the sought authority should be'graated 

for a six month period. A future hearing will be schedulecl in these 
proceedings. 

n IS ORDERED that: 

1. Exception Ratings Tariff 1 (Appendix A to Decision 
No. GG19S~ as amended), is hereby further amended by incorpor~ting 

therein,. to ~come effective September 1" 1972, Ninth Revised Page 2'2 ' " 

attached hereto and by this reference made a part hereof. 

2. Tariff publications authorized to be made by common 

ca.%'riers as a result of the order herein shall be filed not: earlier 
tha.n 'tl'le effective date of this order and may be mad.e effec'tive not 

earlier than the first day after the effective date of this order. and 

may be made effective on not less than one day's notice 'to the Commission 
and to the public if filed not later than s~xty days after the effective 

date of the minimum rate tariff pages incorporated in the order. 

3. Common cartiers~ in establishing and maintaining the 

~end.ment authoriZed hereinabove ~ are hereby authorized to depar't from 
the provisions of Section 450 of 'the Publie Utilities Code to· the 
extent necessary 'to adjust loog- and short-haul departures now 

maintained u.nder outstanding. authorizations; such outstanding author­

izations are hereby modified only to the extent necessary to comply 

with this order; and schedules containing the amendment published 

-3-



e 
A. S3L1-7S - ltc 

under this authority shall make reference to the prior orders author­
izing long- and short-haul departures and to this order. 

'+. In. all other respects Decision No. 66195, as amended, 

shall remain in full force and effect. 

$. A public hearing. shall be scheduled in this proceed.ing 

for the receipt of evidence on this matter and final disposition thereof. 

the effective date of this order shall be the date hereof. 

Dated at San Francisco. Califoro1a, this l~ayof 
August, 1972. 

Commiss1oners ; 

Com.1~S1Qner D. w. Rolm.5. ~.1nr. 
Dee~s$k~11y ab!.~t. 414 n~t part~c1p~te 
in ~~ ~1$~o:1t1c~ or tb1~~~.e~~¢1n~. 
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(N\lIIII)era vithin poarent;Maea 1I'IIIM4iat.ly follov1n9 COIIIII041t1e •• hown belOW' 
r.ter to auch commodities a. they are de.cribed in the corr •• pon41nq ito. 
nWlll>er. of tho c:owrnJ,nc; Cl,a .. 1t1cat1on.) 

Rat nQ' 
L'l'L TL 

1".rtll:i.2:era. vi%. z 
Mmon1a~. sulphate ot. 1n packag •• or 1n bill,)(, 
Aal:lQn.1'U111. SUlpMte N1~te (I.e1m&.lllpeter). ;!.n. bag. or in. bill,)(. 
CAlc1UID Nitrat. ~ea (Cal.'Jt'oa). 
CAlc1W11 C!u:l)onat. AIIIDon.1W11 Nitrate (CAln1tro). 
Cyanam:l.d. 
L.iae (c..lc1um). nitrate ot. in paclca9 •• or in. bulk. 
Pho8phate ot J\aaonia. 
POcu.ce, 011 ..... 1n poac:ka9 •• or in ~~ 
POtAl.h .. lII'Jt'1at. ot. 1n packago. or 1n.,.l>ulk. 
Potaah. n.1trate ot. 
Pota.h, .uJ.phate of.. in packaq.. or 1n bulk. 
PuJ.p~ 011...... in pae~ ... or :Ion bulk, 
Sodj,W11 (Soda). n1trat. ot .. or <=h1l1 Saltpetre in packa9 .... or 1n bulk, 

!M.a., So4A Potuh. n:S.trate ot. in packat,r •• Or 1n bulk. 
1-" 6S\llpbAte. zine. a9Z'1CUl t'Jt'a1-grade • 

~ .. ~ 
Fuel WOOd (112580), in b~e. wrapped in t~r.b0u4.. ..e Not. 1. 

KiMliJ)g, tj,r ... "'OOd (112740) .. in pac)(aq •••• e. Note 1 

x.oqa, compr ... ed .awduat. wax ~regnated, paper wrapped. in. fjJ:)reb0u4. 
cartOlUl.. ... Note 1 

K1nimWII Weight 45.000 pO\1ft4a, .\lbject to Not. 2-------------

NO'l'E 1.--.\1\ allowanc. of 21s hour. tr •• t1rDe tor load1n9 .hall ~ 
IUde for .ach wu.t ot equipment uaod. !:xc ... 1oad1nq t.1me .hall. be 
compute4 at tn. rat.. named in the applicable rat. tariff. Time .hall 
)). COIIIputed from t:l.m4t ot arrival of carder'. equipment at loadinq point 
Imtil loading' is completed and equipment 1. r.l .... d. 

Nen: 2.-%t more than. one vehicl. or CQIIbinat10n of vehicl •• con­
atit\ltinq a .1nqle unit of carrier~. equipment ~ ua.d tor the trana­
portation. of a .1nqle shipment. each .\lch vehicle or combination of 
vehicl •• _/\all be .\lbject to the h19hut lIIilUmUlll lIM19ht app1:l.cablo to' any 
rat. uaed 1ft COlIIput1nq cbU9 ••• 

100 

3S.3 

580 

592 

600 

~-------------------------------------------------------~----~----~--~ 

(x) Expire. MArch 1. 1973. 

• Addition ) Deci.ion. No. 
6 Red\lCtion ) 80383 
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ISSUED BYTHE PUSUC UTIUT1ES COMMISSION OF'THE STAlE OF CAlIFORNIA.· 
SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA. 


