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Decision No. __ 8_0_4_1_2 __ _ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC lJ'.rILI'rIES COMMISSIO~'l OF 'l':a:& STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application 
of National Motor Freight Traffic 
Association, Inc., Agent. for and 
on behalf of certain highway com­
mon carriers and express corpora­
tions, for authority t~make 
various revisios in National HOtor 
Freight C1~ssification A-'12. 

In the Matter of the Investigation 
int~ the r~tes, rules, requlation$~ 
charges, allowances and practices of 
all common. carriers ~ hi9hw~y carriers 
and city carriers relating to the 
transportation of a~y and all com­
modities between and within all 
points and places in the Stato 
of California (including, but 
not limited to, transportation' 
for which rates are provided in 
Minimum Rate Tariff No.2) • 

And Related Matters ) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

OPINION AND ORDER 

Application No.. 5-3492 
(Filed August 2', 1972) 

Case No. 5432 
(petition for Modification 

No. 711) 
(File<!l August: 2' , 1972) 

Cases Nos. 5436, .... 5439, 
S441 ... 7'183,~785-7'and"'78S8: 
(Pet:Ltiona,,·for:~Mod~f:i:ca~. '. 
tion ,NOS.,·i 12'61;:' 3:6S,- ..... 
25-1 ~.' 5·7" 6·3. ancl~37". 
respective lyl::' ", . 

(F:i.1edAug'Ust·· 2'". 1972) 

V~ious common carriers engaged in intrastate transpor­
tation within California participate in Nationa.l Motor'Preight 
Classification A-12~ hereinafter referred to as theGoverni~q 
Classification, for class ratin9~ and other provisions. 
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Also" certain Commission minimum rate tariffs. are subject to the 
class ratings and/or other provisions of such classification. 

By Application No. 53492" National Motor Freight Traffic 
Association~ Inc." Agent" seeks authority" on behalf of such 
common carriers ~ to publish specific revisions in the Governing 
Classification to become effective September 1,J- 1972". concurrently 
with the national effective date for such revisions.l By the 
above petitions" California Trucking Association. seeks to have 
the rat:i.ngs ana other provisions in the Gcverning Classification 
s~larly revised to govern the minimum rates and rules in certain 
Commission minimum rate tariffs.2 Petitioner requests that all 
common carriers be directed to establish in their respective 
tariffs such modifications as may be prescribed by the Commis­
sion's order in. these proeeedings~ including relief from the 
long- and short-haul provisions of Section 460 of the Public 
utilities Code. 

Applicant and petitioner" hereinafter referred 'to as 
applicants" state that the Governing Classification is 
periodically revised to meet the changing needs of commerce. 
Applicants aver that the procedures available to' shippers and 
carriers to initiate such revisions" to participate in their 
disposition and to protect their interests are generally known 
to the carriers and shippers. Ap?lieants allege that the sought 
revisions have been authorized by the National Classification 
Board~ after due process .. and are generally scheduled to- become 

The proposed changes relate primarily to updating participating 
carrier lists and a revision in one classifieation item. Sa.id 
changes, which are provided in SUpplement 2S to the Governing 
Classification" are set forth in Exh~it A and the rel~ted 
justifications are set forth in ExhlJ)it B .. both of which are 
attached to the application. 

2 h . ff . . . ff . T.e t~~ s are ~n~um Rate Tar~ sl-B ~Z~st B~v D=~yage)" ~ 
(General COMmodities Statewide) .. 6-A (Petroleum and Petroleum 
?roauets S~~tcwiQc)" 9-B (San Diego Drayage) .. 14-A (Agricultural 
Commodities Statewide)~ 15 (Vehicle Unit Rates} and 19 (San ~=~ncisco 
Drayage) ~nd Exception Ratings Tariff 1. 
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effective Septem:ber 1.; 1972, for tariffs covering aroasothcr than 
California and that such revisions, if authorized, would permit 
maintenance of uniformity of elassification provisions between 
California and the rest of the nation. 

Copies of the application and petitions were mailed to 
van ous cham):)ers of commerce, snipl?er ore; anizations, carrier 
representatives and other interested parties on or about August 1, 
1972. The application and petitions were listed on the Commission's 
Daily Calendar of August 3,1972. No objection to the granting of 

the application and petitions has been received. 

A revieow of applicants' proposed revisions inaicates that 
they pertain principally to the usual updating of the partic·ipating 
carrier lists and a revi'sion of the classification ratin9's on certain 
paints and related articles which would result in reductions. The 

Transportation Division staff recommends that the sought authori~y 
be granted by ex parte order. 

~n the circumstanees, it appears, and the Commission 
finds, that: 

1. The proposed classification revision~ set forth in 
Application No. 53492 are reasonable. 

2. The proposed revisions which applicant will be 

a'Uth~:':'ized to establish". except to the extent that sai<i r~i:tings 
~e different from ~d arc superseded by pre sene oxcepeions con­
tained in. the respective minim'lm rate tariffs· and the governing 
exception ratings tariff,) are suitable to govern the minimum r~tes 

established by the Commission. 

3. The rates and charges resulting from the appliea~ion 
of the aforesaid rcvisior..s arc, and for the future will 'be .... thp. . 
j~st,) reason~le and nondiscriminatory minimurr. :atos 1.0: '~he tra~z­

po:ta~ion 0:: property by hishway carriers s1.:bject to· the applic~l.~ 
~nim~ ~~t~ t~Iiffs_ 
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Based on the above findings" the Commission concludes 
that the proposed classification changes. set forth in Application 
No. 53492 should be authorized" and that sueh revisions should be 

adopted and approved" to the extent indicated in the ens.uinq order" 
to qovern the minimum rates established by the Commission" 'l'he 
Commission further coneluaes that the involved participating common 
carriers in applicant's National Motor Freight Classification A-12 
shoald be ~uthori%ed to depart from the provisions of Section 460 
of the pUblic utilities Code to the extent necessary to adjust. 
:ODg- and short-haul departures now maintained under outstanding 
authorizations. 

IT' IS ORDERED that: 

1. National Motor Freight Traffic Association" Inc." , 
Agent" on behalf of the involved common carriers participating 
in National Motor Freight Classification A-12¥ is authorized to 
establish and publish the el~ssification rat~ngs and rules se~ 
forth in Exhibit 'A attaehed to Application No. S3492 to bceome 
~~~eetive not earlier than September II 1912 1 on not less than 
one d"'yls notice to the Commission and the public. 

2. Except as otherwise provided in Orderinqparagraph. 6-

her~ofl the classification ratings and rules authorized herern 
are approved and adopted as just" reasonable ane nondiscriminato:::y 
ratings and rules to govern the rates and rules promulgated by the 
Co~ission in Minimum Ra1:.e t.rariffs 1-2, 2, 6-A, 9-B1 14-Al'lS ~e 
19. 

3. 'l'ariff pUblications authoriz~d to be made by comrno~ 

car~iers as a result of Ordering para9raph 2 hereof shall be' fil~6 
~o~ earlier than the effective date of thi~ o:t'der.ar.d maybe made 
cfic-ci:ive not earlior than the first c:ay after t!l.O effec:ti"le,d:.-:~ 

of 'chis o::der and may be made offecti'ire on :o~. ::'ees '::h~n one o.~.1· s 
c.o":l.ce tc the Commission and to the public if f:"lec not la.te~ tb.an 
~i:<ty day:; aft~r the e~fective date of thic r;..~QC;:. 
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4. 'rho classific3tion ratings .and rules authorized 
to be established by Ordering paragraph 2 hereof are authorized 
to be =ade applicable also for the tr~nsportation of: 

, (a) Commodities for which minimum rates 
have not been established" or 

(.b) Commodities whieh are subject to 
hi9her r~tcs than, or more restric­
tive provisions than~ the minimum 
rates or provisions otherwise 
applica))le, or 

ec) Commodities for which rates have 
been establisheQ based upon 
Minimum Rate Tariffs l-a, 
2, 6-A, 9-B, l4-A" 15 and 19. 

s. Any provisions currently maintained in common 
carrier tariffs which are more restrictive than, or which produce 
charges greater than, those contained in Minimum Rate Tariffs. 
l-B, 2,. 6-A,. 9-B" It.-A .. 15 and 19 are authorized to be 

m~intained in connection with the ratings and rules authorized 
and directed to be established herein. 

6. Except as provided in Orc3.o:.:ing para9raph 5 hereof, 
common carriers are not authorized to pUblish ratinqs and rules 
which are different from and are superseded by" present exceptions 
contained in Exeeptio~ Ratings Tariff 1 and Minimum Rate Tariffs 

l-B" 2" 6-A" 9-B-" l~-A" lS and 19 .. 

7. Common carriers" in establishing' and maintaininq the 
ratinqs and rules authorized hereinabove~ are hereby authorized tG' 

depart from the provisions of Section 460 of the public utilities 
Code to the extent necessary to adjust long'- and short~haul depar­
tures now maintained under outstanding authorizations: such 
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outstandins authorizations are hereby modified only to th~ 
extent necessary to· comply with this order: and schedules 

containing the ratings and rules pUblished under this authority 
Shall make reference to the prior orders authorizing long- and 

short-haul departures and to this order. 

hereof. 
~he effective date of this order shall be the date 

th"s ~-1-. A ... y of Dated at San Francisco" California~ ~ v ~~ ~~ 
I 

August" 1972, .. 
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