
jed 

Decision No. 804S3 
,. 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES, CO~SION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNJj.\ 

Appl~cation of Stol.Air, Inc., for a ) 
certl.£icate of publl.c convenience and ) 
necessity and for issuance of a ) 
temporary certificate of public con- ~ 
venie!lce and necessity to operate as 
a passenger air carrier between San: 
Francisco and Santa Rosa and between 
San FranciscO' and Monterey with San 
Jose as an intermediate point. . 

INTERnt OPINION 

Application No. 53489 
(Filed August .1,.. 1972;. 

Amend'ed Augus.t 22, 1972) 

Stol Air, Inc., a California corporation,. operates an air 

.. 
taxi service with aircraft having a gross weigh: of under 12 ,500' , 
p¢Ullds. It here seeks a certificate of public convenience and 
necessity authorizing operations as a passenger air carrier as, follows: 

Route No. 1 - San Frn:l.cisco-Santa Rosa 
Route No. 2 - San Francisco-Y..onterey, nons top; and 

San Francisco-Monterey, with. San ,Jose 
as an inte~ediate point 

Applica:tt asserts that if autho::ized it will conduct such 
operations with a Britten-Noxman BN-2A Islander aircraft which is a; 

twin-engine propeller driven a.irJ?lane with maximum gross weight. of 
6~3CO ?Owds at which weight it has a cruising speeci at 9',000' feet 

, . . 

of 158 mph. In normal passenger configuration, it has nine revenue 
sea1:S. 

Applicant avers that as .an air taxi operator registereawith 
theCi"~l Aeronautics Board it: maintains, and will continue tome.in­
tai:t, insurance protection against lie.bili:Y for bodily inj u:-ies a..'1.d 
!,rope:rty da:n.a.ge~ and has, and will, co:rl?ly with all of the feGeral 
s.nd s::ate sta1X.tes and r~g-..xlations, including t.~e Public Utilities 
Code J.l:1d all general orders,. including those issued witil reopect to 
ins=a:!ce protection. Finllncul state:nents included :tn the 3l?Pli­
catioon shO"'.¥' thc.t s.pplic.aJ:lt !las sufficient eapi:al to inaugurate .. 
s e:r"."iee. 
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On .July 25" 1972" Golden West Airlines" Inc. filed notice 
under Section 2769.5 of the Public Utilities Code of its' intentio:l 

to discontinue service on the routes hereinabove designated as 
Routes Nos. 1 .:md 2 because of unprofitable operations. It also 

filed a petition under Section 2766 for authority to s\!Spend' oper­
ations prior to the time operations may be discontinued pursuant 
to saic! Section 2769.5. By Decision No. 80433 in Application 
No. 51216,. Golden V1est Airlines,. Inc .. was authorized to-suspend 
service on Routes Nos.. 1 and' 2. 

We take notice that p<:ssenger air carrie:-s, other than 
Golden West Airlines,. Inc .. " are authorized' to serve the points., on . 
Rotltes. Nos.. 1 and 2 .. 

Sonoma County Ai:t'port at Santa Rosa has infor.ned the 
Commission that it is desirous, of having the service between Santa 
Rosa and San Fr3D.cisco that had been provided by Golden, 'Wes·t Airlines, 
Inc. be continued by another carrier without interruption. The 
time required to hold hearings and consider the application herein 

, ' 

of S-eol Air, Inc.. will prevent the relief sought by Sonoma County 
Airport. 

An exemption granted to applicant und'er Section 276,7 0,£ 
the Public Utilities Code will afford the community the relief. it 
desires, t:ai.ntain the tra.€fic that would ordinarily have been·. 

transported by Golden West Airlines, Inc. during the pendency of 
this applieation~ and will protect the rights of passenger sir 
ct:.rrle:-s presently authorized to provide se:vice between Sa:t .. 
Francisco and Santa Rosa. 

We find tb.:lt: 

1. ~lden West Airlines, Inc .. h3.s sus?ended an(t will disCOll'" 

~...nue operatiollZ bet".\'c.en S3n Frs::.cisco and Santa Rosa. 
2.. In its .a,plication Stol Air, Inc.. r..as asserted that it is 

":rl.l1inS ar:.d eb le to provide s crvice i1:J:Iouediatej.y wi t.i. a· B::i::::cn­
Normar.. :3N-2A, ~rcra£'C ,?U:su.an~ to the schedules and at the' fares 

maineained ~y Golden vlest. 
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3. Stol Air" Inc. mainta:;ns insurance protection against 
liability for bodily injury and property damage. 

4. Sonoma Comley- Airport has informed the Commission: that the 
community of Santa Rosa will be affected adversely unless the service 

that bas been provided by Golden West Airlines, Inc.. is maintained. 

5.. '!he provisions of Sections 2752, 2754 and 2754.1 of the 
Public Utilities Code impose an undue burden upon Santa Rosa, because 
of the imme<liate need for service resulting from the cessation of, ' 

existing service by Golden West Airlines, Inc .. 
6. 'Ibe cessation of service by Golden West Airlines, Inc. is 

not caused by a labor dispute. 
7.. Enforcement of Sections 2752, 2754 and 2754 .. 1 of the 

Public Utilities Code in connection with operations by Stol Air, 

Inc. on Route No.1 would be contrary to the public interest. 

We conclude that pursuant to Section 2767 0'£ the Public 
Utilities Code for a period of ninety days Stol Air" Inc. should be 
exempted :from the certificate provisions of Sections 2752, 2754 and 
2754.1 with respect to operations conducted on Route No.. 1 at the 

fares and schedules maintained by Golden West Airlines, Inc .. 

INTERIM ORDER 

IT IS 'ORDERED that: 
1. Stol Air,. Inc .. ,. a california corporation,. is exempted 

from the certificate provisions of Sections 2752, 2754 and 2754.1 of 
the PUblic Utilities Code in connection with air passenger carrier 

operations with Brltten-Norm.a.n BN-2A aircraft on and over the ' 
following described route at the fares· and schedules published and 
mal.nUdncd by Golden West Airlines .• Inc. 

Route No. 1 - San Francisco-5anta Rosa 
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2. Prior to conducting operations pursuant to said exemp.t1oc., 
Stol Air~ Inc .. shall publish and file in the Commission'soffiee 
tariffs and timetables setting. forth the fares and' approximate 
schedules presently maintained by Golden West Airlines, Inc. for 
transportation on Route No.1. The tariff and timetable filings 
made pursuant to this order shall be in triplicate and shall be made 
effective concurrent with the establishment of operations. The' 

tariff filings shall comply with the regulations govel.-ning the con­
struction and filing of tariffs set forth 1n the Commission's 
General Order No. l05-A~ except that notice as requ1redbyR~le 
No.2.6(a)(1) is hereby waived. 

3. Within ten days- after the effective date of this' order:. 
Stolllr, Inc. shall file with the Coumission evidence·as specifiee. 
in General Order No. 120-C t:bat it has in effect liability insurance 
that complies with said general order in connection with operations 
as 3. passenger air carrier on Route No.1. 

4. The exemption granted by the order herein shall exp.irc' 
ninety days after the effective date of this order unless sooner 
canceled, modified or extended by order of the Commiss.ion. 

Tne effective date of this order shall be the date hereof' .. 
Dated at Sa.n Fn.nclaeo , California, this. I:;~ 

dey of ~~p"4"'''''e"1) 


