
Decision N~ .. 50568 
, .', '. 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE, STATE OF CALIFORN"'..A 

In the Y~tter of the Application of ) 
PACIFIC GAS AND EI.ECTRIC COMPANY for ) 
an order issuing a certificate of ~ 
pub~ic convenience .and necessity to
exercise the right ~ privilege and 
francbise granted to a.pplicant by 
Ordina:lce No.. 1 (Series of, 1972) of ) 
the City Council of the City of ) 
Willits~ Mendoein() County~ California. ~ 

(GasJ ) 

----------------~) 
OP"INION - ...... ------- ....... -

, 

ApplicatiOn No •. 535·71' , 
(Filed, September 7 ~,' 1972) 

Pacific"" Gas and Electric Company.. in this proceeding.~ 
requests a certificate of public convenience and neeess,ity to exercise 

the rights and privileges of a franchise granted by the, City of , 
W:illits, permitting the installation .. maintenance, nnd use of a gss' 

distribution and transmission system in the streets of said, -city.' 

The franchise referred to~ a copy of which is attached to' 

the application and designated as: Exhibit A, was granted by the city 
in accord.ance with the Franchise Act of 19'37 and is of indeterminate 
duration.. A fee is payable annually to the city ,equivalent to, 2 
percent of the gross receipts arising from the 't:se, operation. or 
-possession of 'the franchise, but not less. than 1 percent of theg,ross 
annual receipts fr~ 'sales of gas within the limits of the city 
under said franchise. 

'Ib.e costs incurred by applicant in obtaining the franchise' 
are stated to have been $117 ~ which amount does not include costs 
inciden~ tothds application. 

!t is alleged that the City of Willits has a population 
of 3.418; that the inhabitants of the city have not previously' been 
furnishecl with natural gas and that applicant is now in thepr~ess, 
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of extending,. in the normal course of business,. :les ns.eural gas 
transmission line to the City of Willits~ 

~'.' 

No objection to the g4anting of the requested certificate 
has been received and a public hearing is not necessary.; 

After consideration the Commission finds that public con
venience and necessity require the exercise by applicant of the 
right,. privilege and f:anchise g4snted to app-licant by Ordinance 
No.1 (Series of 1972) of the .. City of Willits. 

Thec:ertificate of public: convenience and necessity heretn 
granted is subject to the following p40visions of law: 

1. The Commission shall have no power t~ 
authorize the capitalization of the fran~hise 
involved herein or this certificate of public 
convenience and necessity or the right t~ own,. 
ope4ate or enjoy such f4snchise or certificate· 
of public convenience and necessity in excess 
of the amOm'lt (exclusive of any tax or annual 
charge) actually paid to the' State 04 to a 
political subdivision the1:'eo£ as the consider
at-ion for the grant of such £4enchise, certif
icate of public convenience and necessity or 
right. 

2. The franchise involved herein shall never. 
be ~iven any value before any court or other 
pub~ie authority in any proc:eedtng of any 
character in excess of the cost to the g=antee 
of the necessary publication and any other sum 
paid by it· to the municipality the4efor at the 
time of the acquisition thereof. 
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ORDER 
-,-,,--,~-

IT IS ORDERED that a certificate of public convenience 
and necess'ity is granted to Pacific Gas and Electric Company to 
exercise the rights and privileges granted by the City of Willits 
by Ordinance No.. 1 (Series of 1972). adopted February 14. 1972~ 

The effective date of this· order shall be twenty days after. 
the date hereof. 

Dated at _San ...... ....;Fran ___ eise;;;;.;,,;;o-...-__ ~ california,: th18'~~ 
day of ;OCTO!)ER ~. 1972 .. 
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