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Decision No. _8_0_577 _____ _ 

BEZ'ORE 'XEB"POBLIC Ul'D..r:IES COMMISSION OF '.mE' STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the ¥..atter of the Application of » 
:rPJiIXEY mANSl?ORXATION> INC. for 
authority to depart from the min1mtl1ll 
rates~ xules and regulations of 
MinUnam. ~te Taxiff No. 2 pursuant 
to t:Lle provisious of Section 3666 of 
tee Public Utilities Code, for the 
transportation of strawberry plants:. 

Appl!cation No. 53536-
(FUecl AUg"..lSt 21, 1972)· 

Randler, BaI~er & Greene, ,by Daniel W, Baker, 
Attorney at Law, for applicant. 

ArtI.."tlr·D Maruna, Herbert W. Ru~s.t and Arlo D .. 
Poe, ltto:rney at: Law, for California Trucking 
Association, interes1:ed party. .• 

B, I, Shoda, for the Commission staff. 

OPINION 
_.-. __ ............. J 

Hawkey Transportation, Inc." seeks 3uthori~· as a bighw:1Y, 

~e carrier to- ~8Q&8 ~I)S lecD- snO -difxe:rent than· the 
es~l:tsheG. min"mfltt, 7:ac:es fc'r the transport:a~on of rooted strawber.ry. 
plants: in sacks, for the California Strawberry Nurserymen' s 
p~$cciat!on Zr~ fields fn Shasta and Tehama Counties,~Dexseh Road . 
and :s'igtree Lane ne.'lr.AadersOll, Red Bluff, Redding) ,'Los: Molinos, 

Sall:l.on Creek, Turloc!e, Yuba City and Watsonville. 
A duly uot1eeC: ptiblic hear:tng. was held sud the 'CUltter sub

mi..ttcd before ZXam:i.::l.er Mallory at San Franc:isco on Sepeember:Z$,. 1972., 

Evidence was prasented by applieaut r s president and by El"',certi£:Ced ~ 

public aecoun~t employed by applicanto No one opposed the grani~ 
of tae applic~t~on. 

~Ae record showc that applieene has engasee in the trzni
po::tati~ of st:rawber.z:oy ple::.ts. from fields to t:ri:mrli:ng sheds for 
scverel years. Dt:ring the last aarvest season the tr~po:::.-tat!on w~S' -

penor.Ited u.c.der t;. rate deviation authorized by Decisi.on _ No. 792l:-5, 

dated October !3., 1971, in P .. pplics:eio: No o 52:9l4~ S3id trat'.sportatioe 
asscrtedlywas pro~itablc~ 
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A. 53536 ~k 

rae testimony of applicant: r t; pres'ident is sU\'IIIll3rlzed in' . 
the followtngstatements: 

'!he strawbe2:ry plants are harvested each year 
co:nmeucing between October Sand 10" varying 
to a limited extent depending upon the weather; 
mos~ of the bsrvesti~ is completed by 
NovetD.ber 15. The timing is critical because' 
the plaues must be dug from the fields in .e 
Semi-dormant condition immediately followi~ 
the first frost. Shipments weigh between 
17 >000 and 45,000 potmds. The weights of 
sh:Lpcents vary depend~ upon the condition 
of the ground £--rom. whico. the plants are 
harvested. Loads consist of approximately 
80 percent waste materials and 20 percent 
finished, trl.tomed plants. 

, 1',' 

Applicant does no loading or \mloading. Forapproximately 
t~ee-£ourths of tae shipmen~s, trailers are delivered· to the points 
of origin where they are loaded by field cre"'AS; th.e driver drops:' an' 
empty trailer whe:r. the loaded unit is picked up; such shuttle ,roce
dure is followed until the hauling. from an origin is completed •. :Fo:: 
the other one-quarter of the shipments, the tractor-traile:-: units 
wait at origius untU loaded by field crews, and" no- e)..-tra trailers 
are used. '!he unloading. at des~inat10us is peX£ormed by theworkexs' 
at the pacld:cg houses and "trimming sheds. Loading,. and cnloading. time 

in excess of one hour is $ubj ect to an accessorial charge.' The pr~ 
posed rates provide for exclusive use of the equipment while it is 
:in the service of the California Stra"'~berry Nurserymen's Assoei:ltiou. 

A certified public accountant presec.ted a study of the 
costs of performing the proposed se:v:Lce. The data developed by ta.e' 
accountant Shows that the proposed rates .will exceed the eS1:ima~ed 
full costs of performing the service by various amounts· :oreaeh. 
origin and dcstination:J resultin.3 in estimated operatingrat:Los of : 
87 0 6 to 92.6 percent:J and averagingabou't 90.0 pexcent~ . 
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The Cnmn.1ssioa. finds that the proposed' rates, will be 

cOIllpe1lSatory and that said rates will be reasonable. The application 
~l be granted. T'ae authority w1ll be l:Lm1ted to a period of one 
year. This order will be made effective immediately as: the trans
portation service is scheduled~ to commence. 

OR.DER. 
-~-- ...... 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Hawkey Transportati.on~ Inc. is authorized to transport 
strawbel:ry plauts~ in s.acks.:J at rates- less and d:tfferent·than the. 
established m1nimaD' rates but not less than those set forth:J. and' 
subj ect to the conditions specif1e~ in Appendix A attached hereto 
and by this reference made a part hereof_ 

2. The author.Lty granted herein shall expire one year, after 
the effective date of this order \ml.ess sooner c:ance1ed~ modified or 
extanded ~ order of tbe Commission. 

The effective date of this order :!.s the date hereof_/.! ,JUj...) 
Dated at San Ftanclseo ~ Cal1.forn!a:J tb1s . 2 ' ,', 

day of DCTu~ER ~ 1972. 
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APPENDIX A. 
Pagel of 2 

... " 

Hawkey 'Tr3nSport:atiou~ Inc. is authorized to transport , 
strawberry plants, in sacks> from fields to packiIig houses, and 
trimming sheds at the point-to-point rates' here1na.£ter set forth. 
Other than as autho:r:':r.zc~ herein> the :r:'3t:es> and rules 1:D. the 
Comcission's !';1nimmn Rate'Xarl£f 2 will beappl1.cabletcithe 
involved traxwportation. 

Rate Per 
Ori~n Destination Load 

y.l.CArthur watsonville $402.00 
Mcl..rthur Yuba City 22.5.00 
McArthur Los Molinos 155.00 
McArthur Reel Bluff 145.00 
McAr+"...hu:z: Dersch Road 122.00 
McArthur Fig Tree :Lane 127'.00 
McAr"".llur Redding 121.00 
McArthur SaltDOll Creek 121 ... 00 
McArtbur 'Xurloc!( 360.00 
Anderson Watsonville 325.00, 
Red Bluff Watsonville 315.00 
.Jones Valley Yuba City 17C.OO 

(1) 

(2) 

Rates do no~ include loading or unloading 
by carrier t s employees. 

(3) 

For delay to equipment at'place of pictQlp 
or delivery wbich exceeds one hour, charges 
shall be assessed as prescribed in Items 
ll~2 and 145 of M:i.Dimum P..ate 'tariff 2. , 
Shipper shall have exclusive use of equip
ment while transportation is being. ~rfo:mcG 
u:c.der the above rates. 
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APPENDIX A 
Page 2: of 2 

(4) 'I:he service shall be provided for the following 
shippers: ' 

1. Shasta Nursery Redding' 
2. H:t-1:.0; Nursery Reddfl:lg 
3. Shasta Canyon Nursery Anderson, 
4. Lassen Canyon Nursery Redding 
5. Hi-Sierra' Nursery Red Bluff 
6. Nor-Cal Nursery Redding,and 

Los'11c>l1nos, 
7. Driscoll Strawberry 

Associates, Watsonvi.lle: 
s. Roscoe Nursery Anderson' ,,',' " 

! 

'\ " 


