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Decision No. SOfi4S 

BEFORE TRS PUBLIC OTJ:LITIES COMM!SSION OF THE STATE OF' CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Investigation ) 
into the rates, rules, regulations, ) 
charges, allowances and practices ) 
of all common carriers, highway' ) 
earrie:s and city carriers relating ) 
to the transportation of any and ) 
all commodities bctweenand within ) 
all points and places in the State ) 
of California (including, but not ) 
limited~o, transportation for ) 
whichrat~s are provided in. ) 
Min:i:m.um Rate Tariff No. Z). ) 

Case No. 5432 
(~etition for Modification 

, No,;., 702') , 
(Filed May 19, 1972) 

O~INION AND ORDER 

Masonite Corporation is engaged in the m03nufacture and" 
distriJ)ution of lumber and related forest products. By this 
petition, it seeks to have established in Minirnwn Rate Tariff 2 
(MRT 2) truckload commodity rates subject to minimum weigb.t's of 
40,000 and 50,000 pounds on certain bardboard products. l 

Petitioner states that the proposed commodity rates. for 
the transportation of hardboard products are necessary to preserve 
competitive relationships, marketing and shipping practices here- " 
tofore developed for other related l\.Ul'll:)er products for wllich, 
commodity rates are currently applicable within California. 
Petitioner declares that there exists today in MaT 2 no' cOmluodity 

lXhC specific proposal is set forth in the petition. Har~oard is 
a ~eneric term for a panel manufactured ?rimarily from L~ter­
felted lignocellulosic fibers, consolidated under heat and 
pressure in a bot-press to a density of 31 pounds per cubic foot 
or gx'eater. The term includes a family of panel ma~erials 
man'U£ac-t~ee. for use indus'crially as compor..ents of furr.iture, 
ca:oinets and the like, and in building construction as siding,. 
sb.eatl'l:::.ng ,partitions, door cores and facing, aCO'.lstieal 
treatments, finished paneling ~d as structural components. 
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rates on hardboard proaucts and hence the higher class 
rates currently apply on these commodities. Petitioner avers 
that the commodities involved are loaded and unloaded by economical 
mechanical means on flat-bed- truck equipment and competei:l" the 
market place for similar uses with plywood and other lumber products. 
Petitioner alleges that its hardboard products have a fa~orable 
density factor, ranging between 35 and 85 pounds per cUb·ie foot, 
compared to 25. to. 60 pounds for particle board which is curren~ly 
subject t<> the same commodity rate level sought here:i.n~ Petiti'oner 
points ou-: that the large steady daily volume of movement lends, 
itself to. diversion to proprietary trucking and that'annual, shipments 

average between 1900 and 2000 truckloads with truckload, weig.hts: 

9'enerally in excess of 48 .. 000 pouncls .• 

The verified petition shows that copies thereof were 
mailed to interested parties. on or about May 19, 1972. The 
petition was listed on. the Commission's Daily Calendar of 
May 23, 1972. No objection to the granting of the petition. h.as 
been received. 

Commission staff analysis indicates that the favorable 
transportation characteristics of harclboardproducts as describea 

I " 

in the petition are similar tovar ioQ.s other commodit:ies c'l.lrrently, 
subject to <:ommodity rates named in the Commission fS MR.T' 2p The' 
proposal would result in rates lower than, th.e class rates currently' 
applicable to the transportation involved. ,'. 'rhe staff =ecommends· 
that t~e petition be ;ranted by ex parte order. 

In the circ'Umst~nces, the Commission find.s that the 
, ' 

proposed truckload commodity rates on hardboard proa~ets are 
reasonQ))le u,:le nondi$crirninatory minimum rates for the transport a­
tio:c. involved. A public hearing is not necessary. The Commission, 
concl'Udcs tha-: the. petition should he S'rante:,d~ 

, ",' 
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A minor change not related to· the' subject. matter of ,the 
petition will be made in one of the tariff pages he'reinbcing' 
revised. Z 

!T ISORDEREO that: 

1. Minimum Rate Tariff 2 (Appendix D to, Decision 
No. 31606. as amended) is hereby further amended by incorporating 
therein to become effective December Z" 1972, ,Twelfth Revised 
Page Sl-C and Second Revised Page 51-II ~ttached hereto and by 
this reference made a part hereof. 

2. CotnXnon carriers subject to the Public Utilities. Act, 

to the extent that they are subject to- Decision No. 31606, as 
amenaed, are hereby authorized to establish in their . tariffs· the 
amendments necessary to conform with the further adjustments ordered 
herein. 

3. Tariff publications authorized to be made by common· 
carriers as a result of the oraer herein shall be filed not· earlier 
than the effective date of this order and may be made effective 
not ea:lier than the tenth ciay after 'the effective date of th.is 

order and may l)e made effective on not less than ten days t' notice 
to the Commission and to the public if filed not.later·than sixty 

days after tbe effective date of the minimum rate tariff pagei 
i:lcorporated in this order. 

4. Common carriers, in establishing and ~aintaining. t~e 
rates authorized hereinabove, ~e hereby authorized to.depart from· 
the provisions of Section 460 of the Publie Utilities COQe to· . the 
extent necessary to adjust long- and short-haul· departures noW'. 

2:tec 731 of lVdnimtlm Rate Tariff 2' will be- amended 'to'. make 
reference to Item 508 in lieu of Item. 507 for applicat'ion of the 
Class 35.2 rates for the mileages involved .. 
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maintained under outstanding authorizations; such outstanding 
authorizations are hereby modified only to the extent necessary 
to comply with this order; and schedules containing the rates 
publishea under this authority shall make re'ference to the prior 
orders authorizing long- and. short-haul departures and to this 
order. 

5. In all other respects Deeision No. 3'1606"as amended" ' 
shall remain in full force and effect. 

The effective Clate of this orCler shall be twenty days 
after the date hereof. 

d Dated at San Francisco .. California, this.25 .1 'Clay of 
oetohor,r 1972. 

", 

Commissioners 

Commissiotl&r Wllliam, SymO%l5. :1'1' ... being:· 
n&ces'.'lr117 absen~. 41~ not. participate' 
in the cUsl>Os1tion ot,th1aproceed1l:l&. 
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MlNIMUM'RATE TARIff 2 

I" 
SEC'l'XON 3--eoMMOD:mt· RATES (Continued) 

WEIGHMASTER'S CI!:R1'D'XCATE 

(Applie. 1n connection w1th rAt •• tIIalcirq .pec:l.t:l.c zoet.zoence h.x-tOo.) 

Ca, 'the a~ qro .. -19ht Oof tho .h1p!Mnt ahall. be cont1xmed by a pub1:!.c _iqh­
mast.r'. certificate, which .hall be Obta1n~ by tho c.rr:l..r pr100r tOo Oor at tho time 
Oof unloa41nq (See ~c~tiOon' .. 

. (l) ChaXV ••• h.all l)o ~ Oon tho _1qht Oof the ~:l.d,.a .. cont1z'me4 by' tho 
public -1qhmut.r'. c.rtU1cat... Tho Oo:riq:l.nal and dUp1:!.CAto copy Oof tho pul>11c 
-1c1bmaat.r'. c:ertif1cat. shall. be affixed tOo tho ahipper'. and carr:l.or'. copy Oof the 
fre1qht 1)111 re~vely (See EXception) .. 

EXQ!;P'l'XON.-Such cert1!1cat. ahall nOot be requ1red, wh.n the diatAllce from, point 
of Oor1q:l.l\ to. po1nt Oof d •• t1natiOon# comput~:Ln accordance v:l.ththe IIIOthod provided 
in tho ~tance T&l:>le.. doe. not exeeed 50 constructiv. mUe •• 

(Applie. 1n connect.iOol'l Yith rat •• maJd.nq .pe<:1!:l.c xeference heretOo.) 

~ra w1thJ.n parenthe ... 1mDe4ia.t.ly tOoUorinq colll1lOCSit1o •• hewn :below' xet.r tOo 
auch commoditie. aa they &X'O deacr1l>od in tho corroapond1nq it_ number.· Oof tho 
Covem1nq c:laaaU1cat1on..) 

I.tIMD!!R 1.NP-I'OR!ST PROD'OCTS .. tre&tod Oor untreAted .. nOot f1n1ehed beyond aand1ng' .and 
priminq. viz. t (See NOot_ :I. and 2)· . 

~"" eroa. Arma .. VOO4en (160110) 
x.a.th .. 'WOOd.n (ll:27tSO) 
Ml.:I.raq. VOO4on CU2960)· 
J'Ol.e ... ~n#" NOt 0.13060) 
l'ORa. NOX,. ~n (113100) 
SlU.Dg'1. .... 'WOOden (113280 and 113300) 
lSOXO. Oor o:-at .... voodon. Oor voo4 and w1ro comb1ned,. NO:!:, 1(1) Oor fOolded nat 'Oor 

:Ln nat MCt:l.ona (29800, au)) 3,. and 298l0, Sul> 3) 
»OX Oor erato MAt.riAl .. 'WOOden Oor '<tIOOd and 'otixe comb1ned# fOolded :nat Oor in 

:nat .-ctiorw (29800" Sul> 3 .. AD4 29810, S\1b 3) 

I.lST 31: 
ODOa.rd.a Oor Sheets. ..wduat Oor qrowld woo4. (U23 20)* :l.nelu~ Wood l'ibxeboaXd 

Har4board (l937$0). aul>ject to. Note 3. 
Pl~ (113620 U4 113625) 
Ven-.r. (ll.2870", l.l.2880.. l.l.2890 and 1.l.3~20) 

:r..xsr e~ 
%.amber (ll.2870, l.l.2S80 And 112890) 
'rio., lta.1lJ:o.&4. wooden (1l3450) 
'l'l.JIII)ora.. wooden o.l2?40) 

NOTE 1..-W1th ahipmenta of CO'IIIID04j.t1 •• luted ~er thero may):)o .:I.ncluded,o< -at 
the rAt •• p~ hero1n~ .:I.n quantj,t1 •• nOot tOo .xceed 10% Oof the 'Weight Oof tho .ntir. 
ah1pmeot, art1cle. luted un4er the ho&etin9'., ";r.uml)er Group" and "Bu:Ud:Ln9' WOO4woJ:1(; 
Oxoup· ;i.n the GOvern:l.nt; Q.aaa1:f:l.cAt1on. . 

NO'l'% 2.-~ not tOo exceed 24 teet, exc4lPt pl1.:1.nq a.nd pol •• which ahall nOot 
excood SO f .. t 1n length. .. 

*NO'I'E 3.-Rate. apply 001', WOO4 1"1br.~rd HardbOard onJ;y when ro:t:eued tOo a yal:~e _ Oof 
20 cent. per po\lnd ~r article. Stu.pper must enter the tOollowint; statement. Oon, the 
b:Ul Oof lading- Oor lllUpp:l.nq dOCUll\ent, . 

~he aqre04 Oor ~clared value Oof the Wood P~r.boar~ Hardboard 
U hereby apecif1ca1ly .tated by the .h1ppor tOo be 20 cent. per 
pound por art;Lcle." 

Xf ah:I.pper lalla Oor d.c:l1D.. tOo decl.4re .uch value j,n. wr1t.in9', other providOona 
Oof thu ta:t1t:f wUl apply .. 
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ISSUED BY THE PU8UC UTIUTIES COMMISSION' or THE STATE OFCALIFORN~ .... 
SAN FRANCISCO;, CALIFORNIA.: 
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S!COND' ~~Y.D' 'hO~ ••• ~5l-%X . 
MrNIMUM ~TE TARIFF : 

. . CAoNQ'Q.S .' . . . 
vrRST Rt~I~~ r~~. '~l-%~' - ,. ... 

StC'l'%O~ ;\-Wf'lll'l(lt'r1'l:' IWl'l".s (ec:.-ntil\\lc!td.) ITEM. Xn C~n~a ~~ l~O ~\lnda 

(%t~. 730. 731 And. '3:) 
',. 

S¢Al" )t,."Ift> ru:t.\'I'I:) AM'ICU$, All ~<!'''''r:l.lloe4 :l.n Md .UJ,~o~ tt> the pro\"1,.J.on. ot :t~_ 
732. C'l'hc prtoY1a101\11 ot th1. 1t~ apply only :1.1\ ~l\MctJ.on .... :l.th .pUt pJ.e)(lIp 
or .plit ~~11v~ry .h1~nt •• ' . ; , . 

Btl'II'%tN ~. 

,. 
, , 

SAN ~'CXSCO ~ltr .. All d_ UI!:' J\NQ!aJ'!S U1.SXN 'l'l:l\lU'1'Ql1)." ..... d_ 
~ ;I.n. Xt.m 270-3 .er~ 1n Xta~ '270, 
~-ro 
,~OR:'fI s.\~ 
~ 

Mxt.:S RA.'l'Uo(l). 
OYer DIIt Not oYo~ K1r\~ we1qht 4~ .. OOO l'olln~1I (2) 

673" I, 
400 425 
42S 4~O 

" 
450 475- OAPp1y' Cl.... 35.2' rAte ~. ' 
<475 500 Xtcm 500 for tho' tOtal' 
500 525 CO;latl:'llct1v. MU-A9o 
S2S SSO App11oable. 
SSo 5750 , ' ::;75 ~ " 
OWr (.00 . ~11111 .. rat •• :!.n th1. £t.", do not .pply-----~----, .,' . ... 

" 

0.) Tho rat •• .;>rov14ed :!.n th1a item A.t'O aul:lject to tho pl:Ovi.iono of Item. ')00' 
I1M'! <)O¢-l. • " " 

(2) ::@j4et tQ 'the follOl<l:!.nq r '" ' . 
" Ca' "'be/\ .. al\1p!M/\t ~ U'an.po~e4 on on. IIl'Iit o! equipment At ono ·t1l!le 

it 1. alll>:\.-ee to A ~in1~m -1qht of 4" .. 000 po\ln4 ... 
(b) When a. ah1pment La tl:anllporte4 :!.n m\llt1~l.o lot. luI:I:!oot ,to :rtOIll as, 

the 1n1t14l lot tran.POrte4 on o,~;]o "':'IiI; of <w;t\l1 .. ment at on .. , t:f.m4t~ 
a\ll)joct to a m:!.n.1.rnwn _1'7ht or ':'5~OOO pQ\l.I'lGD M~ tho aetual .... 4t1qht 
of tl"o rema1nitlq 01: toll~ lot OJ: lot. ahall. ~ rat04 at the 
rate ?%'OVUo<! .i.n tJ\11t item. 

" 
, , 

b CNol\ger Mi-thor 1ncreaN nor l'e<luetlol\r J)eo1,.1on NO. 80649: 
.. 

, , .. 
. ' 

. 
... 
" 

l:P'PZC'l':t\1E .. . 
ISSUeD flY THE pusue UTILITICS COMMISSION or THe STAT( or CAlIfORNI .... , 

CorX't'et.!O)l\ SAN FRflNClSCO. CAtlrORNIA.' 'I:, I: 
-:>:1,-%%- , .. 


