
Decision No .. 80660 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATS ,crF: &IFORNT...A' 

At>plication of DONALD A. GRABOWSKI,) 
dbs SJ:ARLITE I.IMOUSINZ SERVICE, £or~ 
a pexm!t to operate as a charter- ' 
party carrier of passengers. 

.' ) 

At>plication No~ >3310, 
(Filed March 16, 1972) 

Martin .J. Barab, Attorney at Law, for applicant. ' 
H.ilcom B .. Dickerman, for Airportrsnsit; and ,James R. 

Lyons, Attorney at Law,. for Airport Service, IIic., 
protestants. 

Robert: C. Labbe, for the CouIxdssion staff. 

\ 
On March 1.6, 1972, Donald A. Grabowski, doing' business as 

Starlite Limousine Service, filed the within application' ~o: renew' 
his permit to- operate as a charter-party carrier of passengers .. 
'!hereafter, the application was docketed· and set for hea.rlng. to 
dete:xrnne whether the applicantS s permit should be renewed. 

~lic hearing was held before Examiner O'leary at Los 
Angeles 0:0. June 29, 1972. The matter was submitted sub-j:eet to-:the 
filing of briefs which were filed on July 17, 1972. 

Section 5374 of the Public Utilities Code states: "Before, 
an. a:ru:lual permit or certificate is issued, the colXl!llis~don shall::,c
quire the applicant to establish reasonable fitness ~d iinancie.l 
responsibility to initiate and conduct the proposed transportation 
serviees .. u 

Section 5375 of the Public Utilities Code provides in part· " " , 

I.lS follows: ".. •• If the coc:miss:ton finds ~t public conveni~ce 
arid necessity require the proposed transportation, service and the 
apl>liC3r!t possesses satisfactory fitness and' financial responsib~lity 
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to initiat~~ and conduct the proposed transportation services, and 
will faithfully comply with the rules and regulations adopted by. 

the comcl.ssion with respect thereto, it shall issue the· pe~t or 
certificate to conduct the requested operations,. or may issue i.t 
for the partial exercise of the prlvi.lege sought, a..'"ldmay attach to 
the permit or certifica.te such terms and conditions as, l.nits 
judgment, are required in the public interest; ••• " 

The issuance of the permit was opposed by Ai:portransi'~ 
and Airport Service, Inc. Both protestants operate passenger' stage 

operations to and from the Los Angeles Airport to points in Los . 
Angeles and, Orange Coun1:y. Both of the protestants hold licenses 
from the Los Angeles Airport Commission to carry on operations at 
the airport. It is the position of both protes tants that the 
applicant dl:>es not possess the satisfactory fitness required by 

Sections 5374 and 5375 of the Public Utiliti.es Code and has not 
proved that he will faithfully comply with the rules and' regulat;.ons ' 

adopted by the Commission. 

'!he director of sales and services of Aii-portrans:tt testi
fied that on three occasions he observed applicant atthe~Howard 
.Johuson Hotel in Encino offering. passengers, who were waitirlg for 
Ai%')?'<>rtra:lSit, tra:lSportation to the Los Angele3 Internat10:t.al 

Airport. l'b.e witness also testified that on two of the three 
occasions apt>licant represented himself as Airportransit and that Oll 

one of the three occasions applicant offeredt~ transport the 
witness to Los P..ngeles International Airport: for $5.00. The w1.:tness 

furthe= test:Lfied that applicant had been arrested ap!,roximately 
twenty times at the airport for violation of: the Municipal COCe of 

the City of los Angeles for picking up passengers ~thout a license 
at Los Allgeles International Airport. 

The applie.mt testified that he never =epresented. himself 
as &1.y sort of bus to Los Angeles International Airport and ~. 
nev"!r quoted fares to the airport. Applicant admitted that he, had 
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been arrested approximately twenty times for violation of the 
Los Angeles Municipal Code for operating at the airport without a. 
license at the Los Angeles International Airport. The applicant 
further testified that as an outcome of the trials concerning the 
arrests at the airport, he was convicted and p'laced on p·robation 
for a year and a half and has been instructed by the court not to· 
operate at the airport unless he had a prearranged. contra.ct to pick 
up or discharge passengers.. The convictions are currently be11lg 
appealed. 

Applicant f s balance sheet. as set forth in the application 
discloses he has total assets of $57,400 offset by total liabilities .. ' 
of $18,400. 

The staff did not pres·ent any evidence. or take a position' 
on the matter. 

After consideration, 'the Commission finds that: 
1. On three occasions app-lic811t:was observed: at the Howsrcl 

..l'ohnsonRotel in Encino offering to trwport people to- the Los 
Angeles International Airport. 

2. The evidence does not convince us· that applicant: represented . 
himself to be Airportransit .. 

3. '!he evidene,e does not convince us that applicant' quo·ted 
fares on an individual basis. 

4. Appli.cant has been arres,ted and convicted of' violations 
of the los Angeles Municipal Code for operating at 'the airport 
without a licenSe. 

5. Applicant's convictions of the Los Angeles MUnicipai Cod'e' 
are presently being appealed. 

6·. The fact 'that applicant has been convicted of violati.ons· 
of the 'Los Angeles. Municipal Code~ as set forth in Finding 4) does. 
not preclude apk>licant: from showing that he possesses reasonable' 
fitness to initiate and conduct the proposed transportation 

\ . 

services. 
7 • Public convenience and necessity require that' app-licant f s' 

pexmit be renewed. 
8. Applicant possesses reasonable fitness and. financial 

responsibility to conduct the proposed transportation services:. 
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9 • The evidence does not conv:£.nce US t:ha.t applicant bas failed . /' 
to comply with the rules and regulations adopted by the Commission .. 

Based on the above findings" the Commission concludes 
that the application should be g%aIlted. 

ORDER .... - ........ ,.. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. A permit is granted to Donald A. Grabowski, doing 'business, 
as Starlite Limousine Service, authorizing him to operate as a , 
charter-party carrier of passengers, as defined in Section 5384(0)·· 
of the Public 'Utilities Code. 

2. In providing service pursuant to the permit herein granted, 
applicant. shall comply with and observe the following service regu
lations. Failure so to do may result in a cancellation o,f the' 
operat:i.llg authority granted by this; decision. 

Applicant will be required, among other things, 
to comply with and observe the safety rules of 
the California Highway Pa.trol, the rules and 
other regulations of the Commission's General 
Order No. 98-A and insurance requirements of the 
Commission's General Order No. ll5-A .. 
The effective elate of this order shall be twenty days after 

the date hereof. 

Dated at :--_;:;Sa:;:::Il'l_Fmn~loIoIod .... s~cn ... · ...;,, ___ , Californi:a~ this S/..v:-' 
..i -, f OCTOBER V4y 0 _________ -'~ 1972. 

'. I 
r~~,~ 
cS1b.~O 
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