
lmm 

@.~m~'W~i~···· 
:BEFORE mE' PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF lHE STATE OF cALIFORNIA 

Decision No. 80677, 

In the }mtter of the Application of ) 
RAMS EXPRESS~ a California corporat1on~) 
for an extension of its Certificate of 
Public Convenience and Necessity to' 
operate as a highway common carrier 
for the transportation of property in 
interstate and intrastate andfore1gn 
eommerce ~ and for an In Lieu Certifi­

Application No. 53233-
(Filed March 24,. 1972) :~'::' 

cate of Public Convenience and 
Necessity therefor., 

) 

Donald Murch1son~ Attorney at Law, for applicant. 
~sel1 & SChureman" by Carl H. Fritze-,. Attorney 

at LaW,. for Delta Lines~ Ine. aDd Gr!ley Freight 
Lines~ interested parties. ' 

Q~l!!Q! 

Applicant, a California corporation,. is operating under 
perm1tted authority as a radial highway commOn carrier and a 

\. 

higbway contract'carrier. Applicant also .operates in intrastate 
commerce only, as a highway commOn carrier. pursuant to, Decision No-. 
67438,. dated June 23,. 1964, in Application No .. 4?OOO. Th1s 
certificate authorizes the applicant to transport general commodities:, 
With the usual exceptions, between 'all points and places', i~' the 
Los Angeles Basin Territory. 

Applicant now requests an in lieu certificate of public 
" . 

convenience and neeessity~ pursuant to Section 1063.0; the PUblic 
Utilities Code~ as an extension of app11eant t S ex:1.st1ng cert~f1ca.te')o 
to authorize applicant to ~ransport general commodities in intra­
state commerce only~ from the Los 'Angeles Basin· Territory north'on 
Higbway 101~ Interstate 5~ and State Routes 1,. '23, 118,. 126 aDd 
150 to,. and includ1ng~ Santa Barbara,. serving all intermediate 
points With a ten-m11e lateral; also to authorize appl1eant'to-
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extend service south along Interstate Highways 5 and 15 to and.' 
including the San Diego Territory~ ser.,. ... 1ng all. 1ntermed1atepo1nts. 
w.Lth a ten-mile lateral along both routes. 

A public hearlng was held before EXam1.ner Fraser in .Loa 

Angeles on July 11 and 12~ 1972. A protest was f11e4but· during. 
the first day of heanng protestants withdrew·; and:' became- interested 
parties. 

, Applicant operates from Do tenn1nal in Los· Angeles With, a 

31:i-acre parking lot, a storage bu1lding With gates designed to 
load or UD.l.o.<!d 18 trucks simultaneously, a 50 by 70 foot office.' 
area, and a mainte:lance facility which bas four full-time mechan£cs. 
Applicant also employs a president, vice-president and dispatcher, 
au 8-man dock cr~ and 41 driverse Operating equ1pment 1n July~' 
1972 totaled 27 van and stake trucks, .25 tractors, 35-1arge 
trailers, and 2 dollies. Applic411t f s balance sheet,. date(i:)lofay 31, 
1972, shows total current asset$- of $183~.009 and total f:tXed:sssets 
of $223,310. Liabilities total. $106,239. The prof1ts.nd~ loss 
statement for the eleven months ended on May 31,: 1972', shows a 
profit of $75,995 after federal taxes. 

Applicant's president testified he has held the poSition 
for 11 years, since the ap~licant ster~ed service. He testified 
the proposed s~ee Will be proVided on an fTon-call' bas1s~~ 
Monday through Saturday, with Sundays .c:.nci hclidays excepted; ~and. 
that all service Will be overnight 1 i e e e) shipments picked, up' one 
day would be delivered on the morning of the follow:tng .day. He 
further testified that the tariffs presently used by the·· applicant 
Will be applied in the extended area ap?licant . seeks to sery,e. He 
testified the application was filed to accommodate cust:9m~s.' 
who have expanded to areas outside of the- Los Angeles Basin . Territory. 

Applicant sc-rves some of these shippers as s' eontract earrter;,. 
but could provide better and cheaper transportation unci'er'acertif1-
cate. 

-. ' ........ 
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Sixteen shippers testified for the app:tteant. ' they ship,' 
printing matter., office equipment ~ iron, aed, brass, pipe fittings 

and valves., starch adhes1ves~ resins, drugs, medicines, toilet, 
preparations., soap, paint products, pipe, switch boxes,. ele'ctrtcal 
fittings, wire and cable, ,transfo:rmers,. industnal chem1ca.ls~ , 

rubber products, Oil, antifreeze, patiO, porch and Christmas lIghts; 
elec~lc motors and part~., and health and beauty products. Shipments 
vary from a few pounds to more than a truckload;. All have, used 

applicant's service from two to eleven years.. ~st require f1ve-
day service,. although three have pickups on Saturday anct'most hav~ 
a need for extra on-call pickups. Most are, substantial, shippers 

who move more than 100,000 pounds a week and ship daily out ot the 

Los Angeles area north to Santa Barbara and south to San D1~go:. 
All have used three or more other carriers but prefer Rams's~ee 
for various reasons.. They praised app11cant's prompt' p1ckuPs and , 

deliVeries, courteous drivers, clean equipment, care in handling 

shipments and facility 1n providing extra on-call p1ckups..All, 
testified they will use the applicant f s expanded' service if this 

app11cation is granted. It was, noted that most have l"1m1ted dock 

space and prefer to rely on one or two good: carriers' for, all of', 
the1l:' tl:'ansportation needs. All testified that their bUsinesses 
were expanding in both the number and' size of shipments. Several 

had l:'eeently opened new branch offices, warehouses' or manufacturing 
plants. Twenty four other shippers, were ready to. testify but, 

~ere not called after ~he pr~test wag withdrawn. 
Upon consid'eration of the evidence 'I' , the' Comm1ssionf1nds 

that applicant is able to supply 'the' ~ended service, has adequate 
equipment> has the necesS4ZY experience,. and' is financially sound: .. 
We furthe-r find that public convenience and necessity requ1rethat 
the application be granted in the, manner set forth in the:, ensuing. , 
order which will proVide for an in lieu certificate comb1n1ngall 
of applicant T s 1neTastate operating authority'''' . ' 
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Applicant is hereby placed on notice that operativerights'~ 
as such~ do not constitute a class of property which may be capi­
talized orused as an element ef value 1n rate f1x:l.ng for any amount 
ef money in excess of that originally paid to- the State as, the 
consideratien fer the grant of such r1ghts~. Aside from their purely , 

permissive aspect~ such rights extend' to the holder a full or 

partial monopoly of a class of business over a part1cularroute. 

This monopoly feature may be mo<1if1ed er canceled at any time' by the 
State,. which is net' in any respect 11mited as. to the number of 
rights ~ch maybe given. 

ORDER 
-~----

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. A certificate of public convenience and' necessity is 

granted to. Rams Express,. a corporation"authoriz1ng it to- operate 
as a higbway common carrier, as defined 1n Sect1on,2ll of the 
Publ.ic Utilities Code, ,between the points and over the routes 
particularly set forth in Appendix A attached hereto . and' mad'e 

a part hereof. " ' 
2. In prov1d1qg service pursuant to the certificate herein 

granted,.. applicant shall, comply with and,' observe the folloWing 
service regulations. Failure so to, do may result in a cancellation 
of the operating authority gra~ted, by this decision. 

(a) Within th~~ days, after the effective date hereof, 
applicant shall file a written acceptance of the 
certificate herein granted.. Applicant is" placed on 
notice that, if it accepts the certificate of 
p~blic convenience and necessity herein granted, 
1 t Will be required ~ among other things, to comply 
With and observe the safety rules of the California 
~gbway Patrol and the insurance requirements of the 
COmmission T sGeneral Order No. lOO-Series.. 

(b) Within one hundred twenty days after the effect:Lve 
date hereof, applicant shall establish the service 
and amend its tariffs on file 'With the Comm1:ss1on 
to reflect the authority granted herein. 
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(e) The tariff filings shall be made effective not . 
earlier than thirty days after the effect1vedate 
of this order on not less than thirty days:' notice . 
to the Commission and the public~ and the effective 
<late of the tariff filings shall be concurrent with 
the establishment of the service herein aU'thorized·. 

(d) The tariff filings made pursuant to' th1sorder 
shall comply with the re~at1ons governing· the' 
construction and filing of tariffs set forth in 
tlle Commission's General Order No. 80-Series~ 

(e) Applicant shall maintain' its accounting records 
on a calendar year baSis in conformance with. the 
applicable Uniform System of Accounts or Chart of 
Accounts as prescribed or adopted by this Commission 
and shall file With the Comm1ssion~ on or before 
March 31 of each year ~ an annual report of 1 ts 
operations 1n such fom,. content,. and number 
of coples as the Comm1ss1on~ from tfme tottme,. 
shall prescribe. . 

" , 

(f) Applicant shall comply with the requirements of 
the CoUlDission' s General Order No.. 84-Series for: 
the transportation of collect onde11very shipments. 
If app11cant elects not to transport collect.on 
delivery shipments,. it shall make the appropriate 
tartff filings as 'required by the General Order. 

3.. The certificate of public convenience and necessity 
granted in paragraph. 1 of this order shall supersede all. existing 
certificates of public convenience and necessity authorizing the 
transportation of general co'ZZlDOdities heretofore grantedto~' 'or 

I "I • . 
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acqu1red by Rams Express and preaently possessed by 1t~ w~ch 
certificates are revoked effective concurrently with the effective 
date of ~he tariff filings requ1red by' paragraph 2(b) hereof .. 

. The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 
after the clatehereof .. 

Dated at ____ San __ Fran __ eisco __ _ 

day of _____ -.;;.O.;..CT_O_B_ER ___ ~ 

:c' cJo~~~~ 
S tb~o' < 

Commissioner 
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Appendix A RPJ·$ EXPRESS 
(a corporation) 

Orig1nal Page-' 1 , 

Rams Express~ 'by the certificate or public conven1ence 
and necessity granted in the decision noted, in the marg1n~,. is 
authorized to conduct operations as ,a. highway common carrier as, 
defined in Section 213 or the Public Uti11~ies Code torth.e: 
transportation. of general eommo<:ttt1es as follows: 

' .. 

I. Between all points and places within the Los Angeles­
Basin TerritoX'j", as .. described. in Note A~ and between 
the Loe- Angeles Basin Territory, on the- one' hand, and ' 
on the other hand; , 

a. Santa Barbara, Via U.S .. Highway 10'1" Interstate 
Highway 5 and State Highways l~ 23, lIB" 126· and , 
l50~ serv1ng all intermediate points'onor within 
ten miles laterally of said h1gh\lrays, between 
the northern boundary of th~ Los Angeles Basin 
Territory and Santa Barbara., inclusive. 

l.>. The San Diego Territory- ~ as descr1'oecl in NoteB-~ 
Via Interstate Highways 5 and 15, serving all 
intermediate pOints on and W'1 thin ten miles 
laterally of said highways, between the southern 
bQundary or the Los Angeles Basin Territory and 
the San Diego Territory, inclusive. " 

II. Carrier may establish thrOUgh routes and rates between 
any or all po1nts authorized to be served. 

Carrier shall not transport any shipments of: 

1. Used household goods, personal effect.s and 
office> store and institution furniture~ 
fixtures and equipment not packed in 
accordance with the crated propertyrequ1re­
ments settorth in Item. 5 ot r·'t1n1mu:n ?.ate 
Tariff 4-B. 

2. Automobiles, trucks and buses, viz.: net'! and 
used~ .f1r.1shed or- ul'lf1n1shed passenger auto­
mobiles (including jeeps)" amoulances, > hears·ez', 
and taxis; freight automobiles, automob-~le 
chassis, trucks, truck chassiS, t-rucl-ctra11ers., 
trucks ar.d tra11e:"s combined, buses and 'bus ' 
chassis-. 

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

Dee:~!on No. __ 8.x.;:O~6;:;;...;7_7~' __ , App11cat:ton !~o. 53233'. 



Appendix A 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

8. 

9 .. 

10. 

RA.r.$ EXPRESS 
(a corporation) . 

Original .. Page 2' . 

L1vestock, Viz.: 'barrows, boars, bulls, but·cher 
hogs, calves., cattle, cows, d.airy: cattle;) et~es ~ 
feeder piSS,. gilts, goats, heifers, hogs, kids, 
lambs, oxen, pigs, rams· (bucks),. sheep, sheep 
CaJ:lP outfits, sows, steers, stags, Swine or 
wethers. 

LiqU1ds., compressed gases, commodities in sero1-. 
plastie form and commodities in suspens1on1n 
liqU1ds in bulk" in tank trucks" tank trailers., 
tank sem.tra1lers or a combination of such high­
wa:y vehicles. 

commodities when transported. in bulk in· dump 
trucks or in hopper-type trucks. 

Commodities when transported in motor veh1cle~ 
equipped tor mechanical mixing in transit'.· 

Fresh 1":t-u1ts and vegetables, nuts in the shell 
and mushrooms, from point 01: growth or from '. 
accumulation pOints to canneries,. packing sheds', 
precooling plants, wineries and cold storage 
plants. 

Explosives as descirbed in and subject to the 
regulations of Motor Carriers 'Explosives." and 
Dangerous Articles Tariff 11" Cal. P.U.C. 6, 
American Trucking ASSOCiations Inc., Agent; on 
the issue date thereof. 

Articles o~ Extraordinary Value as set forth in 
Rule 15 or National !·lotor Freight Clas51f1cation 
A-1, Cal. P.'(J.C. 1, l~ational Motor Freight 
Traffic Associat.ion, Inc., Agent ~ on· the. issue· 
date thereof.. . 

House trailers, trailers other than house 
trailers> portable units designed for human 
occupancy other. than trailers, and parts, con­
tents .or supports tor such articles when ac­
companying, such eq,U1pments. .. 

11. Furniture·, as described under the heading 
T'li'urn1ture Group'; 1n National r.rotor Freight 
Classification A-1, Cal. P.U.C. 1,) National 
I11otor Freight TraffiC Association) Inc.,) Agent,) 

. . . 

Issued by California PubliC Utilities Commission .. 

DeCision No. 80677,. Applicat·ion No. 53:233 .. 



Appendix A RAl'oS EXPRESS 
(a corporation) 

Original Page'3 

Note A 

on the 1ssuedate thereof> and lamp shades or 
renectors ar.Ld lamp standards or electr1c lamps 
and shades combined when the furniture or other 
articles are tendered. to the carr1er loose (not 
in packages nor completely wrapped.) 

12. Garments on hangers. 

13. Hay> fodder and straw in machine pressed bales. 

14. Logs. 

15. Portland or sim1lar cements> in bulk or packages,. 
when loaded subs.tant1ally to eapac:1.tyo~ motor 
vehicle.. " ' 

LOS ANGELES BASIN TERRITORY 

Los Angeles Basin Ter:-itory includeS: that area embraced by 
the following bounda.-y: Beginn1ng. at the point the Ventura' County­
Los Angeles County Boundary Line intersects. the PaCific Ocean; 
thence northeasterly along said county line to the point it inter­
sects State Highway 118> o.,prox1mately two m1les west'ot: Chatsworth; 
easterly along State Highway 118 to Sepulveda Boulevard; northerly 
along SepulVeda Boulevard to Chatsworth Drive; northeas.terly along, 
Chatsworth Drive to the corporate boundary of the City o·r: San Fer­
nando; westerly and northerly along said corporate boundary or the 
City or San Fernando to !·'Iaclay Avenue; northeasterly along Mac'lay 
and i~s prolongation to the Los Angeles National Fore$tBoundary; 
southeasterly and easterly along the Angeles Nati.onal. Forest and 
San Bernardino National Forest Boundary to, r·tlll Creek Road (State 
Highway 38); westerly along Nill Creek Road to Bryant Street~ 
southerly along Bryant Street to and 1ncl uding the unincorporated' 
community or Yucaipa; westerly along Yucaipa Boulevard to-Inter­
state Highway 10; northwesterly along Interstate Highway 10 to' 
Redlands Bolllevard; northwesterly along Redlands Boulevard to. 
Barton Road; westerly along Barton Road to La Cadena Dr:tv~;' 
southerlY along La Cadena Drive to Iowa Avenue; southerly along 
Iowa A.venue to State Highway 60; southeasterly along·StateH1gbway 
60 and U .. S. Highway 395 to' Nuevo Road; easter::;;y along Nuevo· Road 
via Nuevo and LakeView to State Highway 79; southerly along' State' 
H1g.~.~ay 19 to State Highway 14; thence westerly to the corporate 
bounda.."'"Y of the City or Hemet; southerly> westerly and n0!"therly-

!ss'C.ed 'oy California Public Utilities Comm1.ss!on., 

Decision I~o. 80677 > A?plicat1onNo. 53233. 
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along said corporate boun<iary to The Atchis.on,) Topel(a &- Santa Fe " 
right-of-way; southerly along said r1ght-of-way to' ,Washington Road; 
southerly along Washington Road through, and 1nc'luding the unincor­
porated community of Winchester to Benton Road; westerly along 
Benton Road to Winchester Road (State Highway 79) to Jerfe,rson 
Avenue; southerly along Jeffers.on Avenue to U.S. Highway 395,; 
southerly along U.S. Highway 395 to the R1vers.ide County-San Diego 
County Boundary Line; westerly along sa1d boundary line to,the 
Orange County-San Diego County Bound.a.ry Line; southerly' along·, sa1.d 
'boundary line to the Pacific Ocean; northwest.erlyalong theshore­
line of the Pacific Ocean to point of beginning" including the' 
pOint of ~~Ch Air Force Base. ' ' 

~~ote B 

SAN DIEGO TERRITORY 

The San Diego Tern tory includes that area embraced. 'by 
folloWing an imaginary line starting at a point approximately tour 
miles north of La Jolla on the Pacific Coast shoreline running 
east to M1ramar on U.S. Highway 395; thence folloWing animag1nary' 
line running southeasterly to Lakeside on State Highway 67; thence 
southerly on County Road. S 17 (San Diego County) and its.prolonga­
tion to State Highway ,94; easterly on State Hig.."l.way 9'4 to J.amul; 
thence d.ue south follo,wing an imaginary line to- the California­
Nexico Bound.ary Line; ,thence westerly along the bound.ary line to' 

'the Pacific Ocean and north along the shoreline to po1ntof begin­
ning. 

(END OF APPENDIX A) 

Iss~ed by californ1a Public Utilities Comm1ssion. 

Decision No. 80677 ~ Application Ho~ 53'233~ -
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