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Decision No .. __ 8...;;....,;;,07~1....;4;;;;;.·_ 
.. ··~·l· J • ", • '," I 

~'~~Mt~ ........•. 
BEFORE TEE PUBLIC 'OTILI'I'IES COMMISSION OF 'I'BESTATE OF CALJ:FORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application ) 
of National Motor Freight Traffic ) 
Association, Inc .. ,' Agent, for and ) 
on behalf of certain highway com- ) 
mon ~arriers and express eorpora- } 
tions" for authority;·to make ) 
various revisions in' National ) 
Motor Freight Classification 1'.-12. ) 

In the Matter of the Investigation ) 
into· the rates,.' rules, regulations~) 
charges, allowances and practices ) 
of ,. all common carriers, highway ) 
carriers ;alld city carriers relat- ) 
ingto. the. transportation of any ) , 
and all commodities between and ) 

. within all points ,and places in ) 
the. State of California (includ- ) 
iu9'; .but'not lim±ted' to, trans- ) 
portation for which rates are . . ) 
provided in Minimum' Rate Tariff ) 
No.2) .. ) 

) 
:) 

Ana R~lated Matters , ) 
.: ) 

) 
) 
) 

Application·No. S36Ce 
(Filed. SePtember 27, 1972)' 

Case'· No:. ".5432-
(Petition for' Modification 

NO'. '716) . 
(Filed September .21,.' 1972) 

. cases Nos .. ' 5436,. 5439:,,; ,$441. , 
5603-...: 77:8:3.. 7SS7and 7Ssa:' " 
(Petitions for Modification :,.' 
Nos,~127#~167, 253> 1'10·~/59>!,~~~. 

64', and138~.:.respectively)· . 
(Filed September ;27,# 1972) 

Various common carriers engaged" in, intrastate transpo:::'­

tation wit!lin California participate in National Motor Freight 

Classifieation A-12, here:.nafter referree.to as the Govern.ing 

Classi=ieation, for class ratings. and other provisions. 2Uso~, 

eertain Commission minimum rate tariffs are subject to the class 

ra'tings and/or other provisions of such classification'. 
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By Applic~tion NO. S360S# ~~tional -Motor Freight ~raffie 
Association, Inc.,-~Agent, seeks authority,. on behalf of, suchcomluon 
carriers, to pUblish,specific revisions in the Governing Classi­
fication effective October 27, 1972# concurrently with the national 
effective date for such revisions. 1 By the above petitions, , 
california Trucking Association seeks to have the ratings and 
other provisions in the Governing Classification 'similarly revised 
to govern the minim1.ml r.ates and rules in certain Commission minimilm 

rate tariffs.2 Petitioner requests that all common carriers be' 

directed to establish. in their respective tariffs suchrnodifications 
as may be prescribed by the Commission I s order in these proceedings,. 
including relief from. the long- and short-ha':ll. provis10ns'of 
Section 460 of the Public Utilities Code. 

Applicant and petitioner" hereinafter referred to as 
applicants, state that the Governing Classification is periodically 

" 

revised to meet the changing needs of commerce. Applicants aver 

that the procedures available to shippers .and carrier~ to initiate 
such revisions,. to participate in their disposition. and to, protect 
their interests are generally known to the carriers and shippers .. 
Applicants allege that the SQughtrevisions havebeenauthorize<i 
by the National Classification Board, after due process, and s-e::.­
erally became effective OCtober· 2:7, 1972, for tariffs covering areas 

1 The proposed changes,. which are providee in Supplement SO 'to the 
Governing Classification, are set forth in Exhibit A and the 
related justifications are set forth. in Exhibit B, both of ... :hieh. 
are attached to the application_ 

2 The tariffs are ,V..inimum Rate 'rariffs l-B (East Bay Drayaqc), 
Z (General Commodities Statewide), 6-A (Petroleum andP:etroleum 
Products Statewide), 9-B (san Diego Drayage), 1l-1I. (Onerated-New 
Fu:'niture Sta-tewide),. 14-)). (Agricultural Commodities. Statewi~e)-, 
15- (""ehic!eUl:it Rates) and 19 (S~n ;~ancisco Drayage) ~'ld . 
E~ception Rating's Tari::f 1. . 
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other than California and th.at such revisions,· if authorized,.: would 
permit maintenance of uuiformity of classification provisions between 

California and the rest of the nation. 

A review of applicants' proposed rev~s~ons indicates th.at 
they pertain principally to (1) clarification of existing descrip­
tions of articles; (2') cancellation. of obsolete provisions;, (3-) cstal:>-·­

lishment of new or additional packing requirements for· certain 
articles; and (4) correction of publishing errors and omissions. 3 

T~eseprineipa1 changes are within the framework of tbe criteria' 
heretofore announced by this Commission for establishing rev:l.s·l.ons 
in the Governing Classification on California intrastate traffic .. 4 

Copies of the application and petitions were mailed to . 

various chambers of commerce, shipper organizations, carrier repre­
sentatives and otber intere$ted parties on or about September 2&, 

1972. The application and petitions were listed on' the Commission's 
Daily Calendar of September 28, 1972'.. No objection tot.hc granting 
o~ the application and petitions has been received. 

~he Tran~portation Division staff has reviewed the appli­
cation and petitions and recommends that they be granted' by ex -parte· 
order. 

In t.he circumstances , it appears, and the' commiss ion finds; 

that: 
1. The proposed classification revisions set forth ·in 

Application No. 53608 are reasonable and, to the extent that said 
revisions will result in increases, such increases are justified .. 

3 Corm:ti.ssion staff analysis reveals that, of the proposeCill3;revi­
s.ions in classification items, 4S would result in. increases, 26 
would result in reductions and 39 would result in neither ine.rease~ 
nor reductions. Of the 4& increases, 34 .invol ve c!'lange:s i!l. pack­
ag':.ng ::equirements and 14 involve c~cellation of obsolete eommodi­
ties. 

4 See Decision No. 68:324 in case NO:'::5432, et a1., 6·3· Cal.l?U'.C. 7ZS:~ 
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2. The proposed ratings and rules which applicant'will 

be autho::-ized to establish, except to th.e extent that said 'ratings 
and ruj.es are .different from and are superseded by present excep­

tions contained in the respective minimum rate tariffs and the 
'" 

governing exception ratings tariff, are suitable togovcx:nthe 

minimum rates established by the Commission. 

3. The rates and charges resulting from the application 
of the aforesaid revisions are, and for the future will be, the 

just, reasonable and non.discriminatory minimum rates and charges, 
I' 

for the transportation of property by highway carriers sUbject to 

th.e applicable minimum rate tariffs. 

Pursuant to the requirements of Rule 23.1 of the Com-

mission·5 Rules of Procedure, the Commission further finds' that: 

(l) it is impossible to determine the effect of the aforementioned 

elassification revisions on the carriers' revenues and net earnings 

as the total amount of intrastate traffic handled withi:l ,California 
under the classification ratings in ~estion and thoa total revenue; 

earned by highway carriers, i:).dividually or collectively, 'Under s~ch 
classification ratings are not known. and (2) classification changes 

of the type authorized herein are not cost-based" having ~en'deter­

mined on evaluations of the transport~tion characteristics of the 

involved commodities as comparee with all other commodities ,offered 

for transportation. 

Based on the above findings" the Commission conclude-s 

that the proposed classification changes set forth in Applicatio:l 

No. 53608 should be authorized, and that such revisions. sh.ould be 

adopted and approved,. to the extent indicated in the e:lsui."'lg order, 

to govern ~he minimum ra~cs established ~y the Commission. ,The 
Commission further concludes. that the involved participating con'tl.llon 

carriers in applicant's National Motor Freight Classifieation A~12 
s~ould be authorized to depart from the provisions of ,Section 460 

of the P1Jblic Utilities Code to the extent necessary to, adjust !ong­

<mel ztlc:'t-haul departures new ma.:i.ntained under o~tst.<'.n':'ing a'l:thori- ' 
zationz. 
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IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. National Motor Freight Traffic Association, Inc., 

Agent, on behalf of the involved common carriers pax-ticipating in 

National Motor Freight Classification A-12',. is authorized to' 

establish and publish the classification x-atings and x-ule-s set -

fox-th in Applicatio:l No. 53608 to. become effective not i earl:ier 

than December S, 1972. on not less than one day's notice to. the 

Commission and to the pUblic. 

2. Except as otherwise provided in Orderi:o.g Paraqx-aph 6 

hex-eof, the classification ratings and rules authorized here_in are 

approved and adopted as just, reasonable and nondiscriminatory 

ratings and rules to- govern the rates and rules' p~omulgated b:rthe 

Commission in Minimum Rate Tariffs l-B, 2, 6-A, 9-B, ll-A;' 14-A, 

15 and 19-. 

3. Tariff publications' required to be made by common 

carriers as a result of Orderins Paragraph 2 hereof shall be filed 

not earlier than the effective- date of this order and shall be- made 

effective December 5, 1972, on one day's notice to' the Commission 

and to the public; and tariff publications '..,klich are authorized 

but not required to be made by common carriers as a result o'fthe 
" 

order herein may be made effective not earlier than December 5, 

1972, and may be made effective on not less than one .day',snotiee 

to the Commission and to th.e publie if filed not later- than . 

February 3, 1973. 

4. 'l'he classifieoation ratings and rules authorized; to- be 

established hy Orc:iering paragraph 2 hereof are authorizedito:be-mao.e 

applicable also for the transportation of:: 

(a) Commodities for which minimum rates 
have- not been established, or 
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(b) Commodities which are sUbject to 
higher rates than, or more restrictive 
provisions than .. the minimum. rates or 
provisions otherwise applicabl~or 

(c) Commodities for which rates have been 
establishedhased upon Minimum.Rate 
Tariffs 1-B, 2,. 6-A, 9-:8., ll-A, 14-A .. 
lS and 19. ' 

s. Any provisions currently maintained in common carrier 
tariffs which are more restrictive than .. or which produce eharges 
sreater than those contained in Minim'Wtl Rate Tariffs l-B, 2',. 6-A, 

9-:s., ll-A .. 14-A .. 15 and 19 are authorized to. be maintained in 
connection with the ratings and rules authorized and directed t~ 
be established herein. 

6. Except as provided in Ordering p~agraph S hereof,. 
common carriers are not authorized to publish ratings and,rules 
which are different from and are superseded by, present exceptions 
contained in Exception R.atings Tariff 1 and Minimum Rate Tarif=s 
l-B, 2', 6-A, 9-B, ll-A, 14-A, 15 and 19. 

7. Common carriers.. in estaJ:>lishi.ng and maintaining 
the ratings and rules authorized hereinabove.. are hereby authorized 
to depart from the provisions of Section 460 of the J?ublic Utilities 
Code to. the extent necessary to adjust 10ng- and short-hauldepar­
tures now maintained under outstanding authorizations: such out­
standing authorizations are hereby modified only to· the. extent 
necessary to comply with this order : and schedules containing the ' 
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ratings and rules pUblished under this authority shall.make.refer­

ence to the prior orders authorizing long- and short-ha~ldepar­
tures and to this order. 

The effective date of this order shall, be tw~nty days 
after the date hereof. 

Dated' at· san, Francisco,. California, this 
November, 1972. 
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