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Decision No. 80714 @Rﬁ @\&N AL 3
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STA&E OF CALIFORNIA

‘In the Matter of the Application )

of National Motor Freight Traffic )

Association, Inc., Agent, for and )

on behalf of certain highway com—- ) hpplication’ No. 53608

mon. carriers and express corpora- ) (leed Scptember 27, ;972)

tions, for authority 'to make ) o

various revisions in National )
- Motor Freight Classification A-12. )

In the Matter of the Investigation
into the rates, rules, regulatzons
chaxges, allowances and practices
of all common carriers, highway
carriers and city carriers relat-
ing to the tramsportation of any -
and all commodities between and
within all points and places in
the State of Califormia (includ-
ing, but not limited to, trans-—

Case: No..S432
(Petition for Modification
No.. 716)

(Filed September 27, 1972)

_provaded in M;nxmum Rate Tar;ff
No. 2)-

‘ . Cases Nos. 5436 5439 544_, )

Ay - 5603..7783, 7857 and 7858

And Related Matters (Petitions for Modification *; 

‘Nos. 127, 167, 253, 110, 59, .
64 and 138, resPectxvely) o

(F:Lled September 27, 1°’72)

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
g
portatzon'for which rates are - )
)
)
) .
Y
)
)
)
)
)

QOPINION AND‘ORDERJ-

Various common ¢arriers engaged"invintrastate_tfanspo:e
tation within california participate in National Motor Freight
Classification A~12, hereinafs ter referred to as the Govern;ng
Classification, for c¢lass ratzngs and. other provzsmons. Also.
certain Commission minimum rate. tarlffs are subject to the class

1ngs and/br othex prov;smons of such class;f;cat;on."\"




By Application No. 52608, National Motor Freight Traffic
Association, Inc., Agent, seeks authority, on behalf of such common
caxriers, to publish specific'revisions in the Governing classi-
fication effective October 27, 1972, concurrently with the natzonal
effective date for such revlslons,l By the above petlt;ons,
Callfornla Trucking Association seeks to have the ratings and
othexr provisions in the Governing Classlflcatzon similaxly rev_sed
to govern the minimum rates and rules in certain Commission minimum
rate tariffs.2 Petitionef‘*equests that all common carriers be
directed to establish in their resPectlve tariffs such modifications
as may be prescribed by the Commission's order in these proceedlngs,
including relief from the long- and short-haul provisions of
Sectzon 460 of the Public Utilities Code.

Applicant and petitioner, hereinafter referred to as
appl;cants, state that the Governzng C‘assxflcat;on is per;odlcally
revised to meet the changzng needs of commerce. Apbllcants avcr |
that the procedurea available to sthpers 2nd carxiers to lnztmate
such revisions, to partzcxpate in their d;sposzt;on and to protect
their interests are generally known to the carriers and ah;ppezs.
Applicaﬁts allege that the sought revisions have‘been,authorized‘
by the National Classifiéation Board, aftexr due procéss; and gen-
erally became effective October 27, 1972, for'tafiffs?covéring'aféas

1 The proposed changes, which are provided in Supplemeu* 30 to the

Governing Classification, are set forth in Exhibit A and the
related justifications are set forth in Exhibit B, both of which
are attached to the application.

The tariffs are Mln;mum Rate Tariffs 1-3 (East Bay Dra-age),

2 (General Commodities Statewide), 6-A (Petroleum and Petroleunm .
Procducts Statewide), 9-B (San Diego Drayage), 1ll-A (Uncrated: New
Furniture Statewide), l4-2 (Agxicultural Commodities Statewide)
25 (Vehicle Unit Rates) and 12 (San Franc;sco Drayage) and
a";eptzon Ratings Tarz‘f 1.
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other than Calzfornla and that such revisions, if authorizéé' would
pe:mmt naintenance of uniformity of classification provzsxons between
Cal;forn;a and the rest of the natxon.

A review of applicants' proposed revisions indicates that
they pertain principally to (1) clarification of existing descrip-
tions of articles; (2) cancellation of dbSolete‘provisioné-'(3) estab~-
lishment of new or additional pack&ng requirements for certain
articles; and (4) corrxection of publishing erroxs and omlssxons.3~
These . pr;nczpal ¢hanges are within the framework of the crmterza '
heretofore announced by this Commission for establishing revisions
in the Governzng Cla551f1catlon on Calmfornaa intrastate txaffn.c.4

Copies of the application and petzt;ons were maxlcd to .
various chambers of commexrce, shipper organzzat;ons, carrier repre-
sentatives and other interested parties on or about: September 26,
1972. The appllcatmon and petitions were listed on the Commlsszon s
Daxly Calendaxr of September 28, 1972. No objection to'thc grant;ng
of the applzcatxon and petitions has been received.

The Tranoportatzon Division staff has reviewed. the appll-
cation and pet;tzons and recommends that they-be gxanted by ex,par
order. S |

In the circumstances, it appears, and the'Commission finds;
that: - - o ‘

l. The proposed classification revisions set forth in
Application No. 53608 are reasonable and, to the extent that said
revisions will result in increases, such increases are justifiéd.

?‘commission staff analysis reveals that, of the proposed 112 revi-
' sions in c¢lassification items, 48 would result in increases, 26
would result in reductions and 39 would result in neither increasers
nor reductions. Of the 48 increases, 34 involve changes in pack-

aging requirements and 14 iavolve cancellatzon of dbsolete commod;—
ties. \ :

4 see Decision No. 68324 in Case No °5432, et al., 63 cal. P. U c,‘7zs.
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2. The proposed ratings and rules which appiicanthiil
be authorized to establish, except to the extent that said ratings
and rules are .different from and are superscded by present excep-
tions contained in the respective minimum rate tarxiffs and the
governing exception ratings tariff, are uuztdble to govcrn the
minimum rates established by the cOmmlssmon. ‘

3. The rates and charges result:ng from the appl;catxon
of the aforesaid revisions are, and for the future wzll be, the
just, reasonable and nond;scr;mlnatory minimum rates and chargeu :
for the transportation of property by hxghway carriers sdbject to
the applicable minimum rate tariffs.

Pursuant to the requirements of Rule 23.1 .0f the Com—
mission's Rules of Procedure, the Commission further fmnds that-'
(1) it is impossible to determine the effect of the aforement;oned
classification revisions on the carriers' revenues and net earnings
as the total amount of intrastate traffic handled within Californiz
under the classification ratings in question and the total revcnue
earned by hmghway carriers, nndzv1dually or collcctzvely, under such_
classification ratlngs are not known and (2) classxflcatlon changes
of the tyme authorized herein are not cost-based havxng becn dcteru
mined on evaluations of the transoortatlon cnaracter;st:c* of the

iavolved commodzt;es as compared with all other commod;tzes‘offercd
for transportation. ‘

Based on the 2bove f;ndzngu1 the Comm;ss;on conclud
hhat the proposed classification changes set forth in Appllcat;on
No. 53608 should be authorized, and that such rev;s;ons-should be
adopted and approved, to the extent indicated Ln the ensu;ng order,
to'gove*n the minimum rates established »y the Commission. . The
Commission ‘urtaer ‘concludes that the invelved oartxc;nat;ng common
carriers in applicant's National Motor Freight Classxf;catlon A—;Z
,hould be authorized to depart from thne prov;smons of Sectlon 460 -
of the Public Tt ilities COde to the extent. necessary to adgusr long-

and short-haul departures noew majintcained under o ts.andﬁug authorl-'
zations. ‘

_4_‘
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IT IS omm that:

1. National Mbtor Freight Traffxc Assoc;atxon, Inc-,
Agent, on behalf of the involved common - carriers partlczpat;ng in
National Motor Freight Classification A-12, is authorxzed to
establish and publlsh the classificatien ratzngs and rules set
forth in Appllcatzon.No. 53608 to become effectzve not earlzer -

than December 5, 1972, on not 1ess than one day s notmce to‘the
,Commlssxon and to the public.

2. Except as othexwise provided in Ordexing Paragréph 6
hereof, the classification ratings and rules authorized herein axe
approvcd and adopted as just, reasonable and nondiscriminato:y ,
ratzngs and rules to govern the rates and rules: promulgated.by the
Commission in Minimum Rate rariffs 1-B, 2, 6-A, 9-B, 11-3, 14~A
15 and 19.

3. Tariff publications required to be made by common
carriers as a result of Ordering Paragraph_z hercof shall be filed
not earlier than the effectxve date of this order and shall be-made
effective December 5, 1972, on one day's notice to the Commzssxon
and to the public; and tariff publications which are authorzzed N
but not required to be made by common’ carrzers as a result of the
order herein may be made effective not earlier than December S,
197z, and may be made effective on not less than one day s notzce

to. the Commission and to the publxc if filed not later than
_ Fébruary 3 1973.

4. The class;fzcatxon ratings and rules author;zed to be
establ;shed.by Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof are authoxlzed to~be'made
applzcable also for the transportatxon of.

(a) . Commodities for which minimum xates
have not been estdblmshed ox
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Commodities which are subject to
higher rates than, or more restrictive
provisions than, the minimum rates or
provzszons otherwise appllcdble,or

Commod;txes for which rates have been
establ;shed based upon Minimum Rate
15 and l9. '

5. Any provisions currently maintained in common carrier
tariffs which are more restrictive than, or which produce charges
greater than those eontamned 1n Minimum Rate Tariffs l—B 2, 6-A,
9-B, 11=-A, 14-A, 15 and 19 are authorized to be maintained in

~ connection with the rat;ngs and rules: authorzzed and "’ dlreeted to
be established herein.

6. Except as provided in Ordering Paragraph S hereof,
common caxriers are not authorized to'publish ratings‘and rules.
which are different from and are supexseded by; present. except*ons
contained in Exceptxon Ratings Tarsz 1l and Minimum Rate Tar;f‘s
1-B, 2, 6-A 9-B, 1ll-2, 14-A 15 and 19. ‘

7. Common c¢arriers, in establishing and maintaining ‘
the ratings and rules authorized hereinabove, are hereby authorized
to depart from the provisions of Section 460 of the Public Utilities
Code to the extent necessafy to adjust long—‘andﬂéhort-haul‘deparé
tures now maintained under outstanding authorizhtiens- such out-
standing author¢zatxons are hereby modxfzed only to the extent
necessary to comply with this order; -and: schedules contalnxng the
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#

ratings and rules published under this authority shall'make refer=-
ence to the prior orders authormz;ng long-‘and short-haul depar- :

tures and to this order. ,
The effective date of this order shall be twcnty“days

after the date hereof.
Dated at' San- Franc;sco, California, thzs /@V(

day of _

Novenmber, 1972
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