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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMiSbION OF THE SIAI“ OF CA~IFORNIA |

LINAS T. REDMAN dba
CITY CAB CO. AIRPORT
LIMOUSIN“

Complainant,

vs.

NORMAN B. EDWARDS dba
COURTESY CAB CO,,

Defendant.

 Case.No. 9401
(clled Ju_y 14 1972)

S NN P NI

Linas T. Redman, for himself, and Phxl B.
Bradford, for Limas T. Reoma“,
complaicant.

Norman B. Edwerds, for himself, defendanc.

Lionel B. Wilson, Atco*nny at ﬂaw; for the
Soumnission staff._ ‘

OPINICN

. Complainant Linas T. Redman, doing business as City Cab
Co. Alrxrport Limousine, holds authority to conduct'operations‘as a
passenger stage corporation as defined in Section 226 0f the Public
Utilities Code between Kern County Adrpor: and various points within
the City of Bakersfield. It alleges that defendant is presently -
conducéino passenger stage operations witaout the appropriate Con~
mission authority, and it requests that the Commission oxder tae
defendant to cease and desisz from such operations. -

4 public hearing was held before Examiner Willizz N. no’ey
on fugust 7, 1972 in Bakersfield. The matter was heard and take1 :
under submission.

et

The complainant ecquired its rights by Deciszion No. 527?5,
dated November 7, 1961, in Application No. 43791. According to the

-]~




testimony of cowplainant's manager and three drivers, its oxigimal
certificate authorized the carriage of pasSengers between the Kern
County Airport and three notels in Bakersfield. However, complainant
presently does not operate om a régular route dr_on a scheduled
basis to these three hotels because they have suspended operations.
Comwplainant now operates in the foiipwiug naaner: Its airpoxt
limousine meets each scheduled flight axriving at the Kern County
Aixport, and it will carry passengers to the downtown Bakersfieid
area at an individual fzre of $1.25. If passengzers wish to go to
points outside the downtown arca of Bakersfield, thc complainant
Tuns 2 metex ond charges the amount registered on it.

Complainant presented evidence through its three drxve’
witnesses and its manager which shows that the defendant caxxies on
approximately the same type of sexrvice. Defendant has a permit from
the Clty of Bakersfield to operate as a taxicab company. It has
eight taxicabs and it employs eight drivers. The defendant sends
a vehicle to meet the scheduled flights at Kern County Airport and
its driver will attempt to solicit passengers away from complainant’s
driver and carry them on an individual fare basis to downtown
Bakerzfield oxr on a meter basls to some point outside of dowrtown
Bakersfield. Ome of the co-owmers of the deferdaat admitted that
it carries passengers between the aixpoxt and downtown Bakersfield
on an individusl fare basis. This co-owner admitted that she had
drivern one of its vehicles to the airport and wmet the scheduled
incoming flights for the week prior to the hearing. She alsc tes-
tified that the defendant's individual rate for dovmtown Bakersfieild
is $2.50. The meter rate between the airport and downtown Bakersfield
is about $2.20. 4nother witness, who had been employed by defe endaat
as a driver, stated that waen employed by defendant he carried pas-
sengers to the downtown arez at am individual fare of $2.00. The
complainant also put into evidence an advertisemen:t in the monthly
magazine ¢f a local fraternal organization which states that che
defeadans will carry people at airport rates.

2
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The complainant's drivers testified thet under their.
method of operating one person who wishes to travel from the airport
to downtown Bakersfield is charged a rate of $1.25. The terminal
in the downtowm area was identified as the Greyhound Bus Station.

If che passenger wishes to go to a poiat outside the downtown area
the complainant's drivers charge the meter rate. IZ two or moze
passengers wish to travel to thé downtown area the fare remains
$1.25 each.

Complainant requests tbat the Commission orde* defendant to
cease and desist fromthe trxansportation of passengers om an fndividual
fare basis and operatins as a passenger stage corporation. Under
Section 1035 of the Public Utilities Code the act of "'transporting
any person or persons by motor vehicle upon a public highway'betWeen
two or more points not both within the limits of a single city waexe
the rate charged is computed, collected or demanded on 2r imdividual
fare basis is presumed te be an act of operating as & passenger stage.
corporation”. Defendant admifs that it carries passengers on an
individual fave basis between Kern County Airport, some five miles’
outside tﬁe city limfits of Bakersfield, and the area of the Greyhound
Bus Statioa in downtcwn Bakersfleld. Tuis practice places defendant
in the status ¢£ cperating as a passenger stage coxporation. (Charter
Seden Service v. Robert Nvhand (Bob's V.I.P.'s aAssociated Limous~ne
Service, (1969) 70 cal. P.U.C. 22.)

The Commission concludes that a cease and desist oxder
sbould be issuved. However, the evidence also shows that complaineat
is not fully cowplying with the operating requixements of a passenger
stage corporation. For instance, complzinznt’s operations do not, in
fact, include scheduled service to any specific poiant in dowmtoun

kersfield. Secondly, complainant does not operate over a regular
route. The nearest it comes to operatingOn a :eguiar schedule is
that it does meet all scheduled incoming flights. Furthermore,
complainant does not schedule any pick-ups in Sakersficld on the way
out to the airport to meet thesc scheduled flights. Rather, it will
take passengers to the airport cnly upor being called on the telephone.
Ia providirg this latter service, it requires tairty mlnutes notice
in oxrder for the passenger to receive the airpoxt limousine rate o
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the airport. If the call for carriage to the airport is less than
thirty minutes the passenger is charged the meter rate; Therefore,
the Commission will admonish the complainant to seek amendment of
its certificate and establish a definite route and a definite point
in Bakersfield at which it will conduct a minimum level of.passenger
stage sexrvice.

Based on the evidence presented,the Commission makes the -
following findings of fact.

1. Defendant operates a taxicab service within the city
limits of Bakersfield.

2. Defendant carries passengers between the Kexn County
Adxport, which is five miles outside the cit ty limits of Bakersfield,
* to the downtown Bakersfield area, on an individual fare basis. This
fare Is usually $2.00 or $2.50. :

3. Defendant does not hold any operating authority frowm this
Coumission to operate as a passenger stage corporation.

Based upon the foregoing findings of fact the Commission
concludes that defendant bas operated 2s a passenger stage coxpora-
tion in traansporting persons on an individual fare basis in certain
of its operations and should be ordered to cease and desist from
such operations.

IT IS ORDERED that: .
1. Defendant Norman B. Edwards, doing business as Courtesy
Cab Company, shall cease and desist from operations as a passenger
stage corporation in the transportation of persons on an indiv;dual
fare basis between the Kern County A;rport on the one hand, and
downtown Bakersfield on the other band
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‘2. Complainant Linas T. Redmen, doing business as City Cab
Co. Airport Limousine, shall seek amendment of its certificate
within ninety days of the date of this decision to set forth.a_
current statement of the route and schedule of operations it is
authorized to provide. .

The Secretary of the Commission is directed to cause
personal sexvice of this order to be made upon the defeadant and
the complainant. The effective date of this order shall be twenty
days after the completion of such service. |

Dated at San Frapelseo , California, this ﬁ/z’

day of NOVEMBER » 1972,




