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Decision No .. BO-73S 
-----

BEFOP.E THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Investigation on the Commission's 
own. motion into the Rules Pertaining 
to Underground Extensions to 
Commercial and Industrial Developments 
and to Indi viduaJ. Customers of all 
Electric and Communication Public 
Utilities in the State of California. 
Investigation on the COmmissionts own 
motion into Mandator.y Requirements 
for Underground Extensions. 

ORDER REOPENING -INVESTIGATION 

Case No.. 8993 

Decision No. mB7> dated May 5> 1970> made uno.ergrounding of 
electric and telephone extensions in new residential subdivisions> 
as speCified in the decision> :nandator.y unless a deviation from 
:::uch ma.."lda.tory requirement is a.uthorized 'by the Comm1ssion. 

Subsequently> there have been many inqUiries concerning the, 
Circumstances under which devia.tions from the manda.tory ru.J.es would 
be authorized.. Pursuant to requests for deviations>, the Commission 
has by resolutions and decisions authorized some deviations from _ 
the mandatory rule and denied others.. Letters from the Commission 
to the electric utilities have dealt with TTlot split" developments 
and ~ubd1V1s1ons for which no agreement waS entered into tor 
electric service prior to May 5> 1972. 

In conSidering the requests tor deviations trom. the tland@.toX'Y' 
rule the Commission has variously co.ns."'dt>rO<l~ among other things>· /:, ' 

the £....,l::'oW":l.ng cn teria = 
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(1) type of application for electric service ~.~ to an individual 
or to the entire development; (2) type of developme~t" ~.> 
Tflot split~ Tf "lot split" with coordinated oevelopme:n.t:~ or s.ub ... 
division within the meaning of other statewide or local la.ws; 
(3) eXist.ence oX' proposed development of other itlprovements e.~." 
buildings" roads" sewers" water lines" etc.; (4) lot or parcel -size; (5) existence of" other nearby overhead lines; (6) proxim-
ity to ~ublic view or scenic highways or other scenic areas; 
(7) cost of undergrounding as affected 'by na.ture of terrain or 

I 

length of extensions; and (8) local requirements.. 
Tbe Co~ission wishes to reaffirm its policy with respect to 

mandatory underground1ng in new residential subdiviSions. However" 
the Comm1ssion also believes that it is desirable to consider at 
this time the criteria and factors that might wa.rrant deViations 
from the mandatory underground require:ents in new residentia.l 
subdiVisions. Such coo:>1deration could lead to the establlshment 
of guidelines or rules or ta.~rr changes that would more clearly 
a.pprise all parties of the circumstar.ces under which aeviations 
from the 'C.3lldatory" ul'ldergrou.."1di:n.g rules would be authorized. There­
fore" 

IT IS ORDEEED that Case No. 8993 is reopened for the purpose 
of considering the application of the ~nda.tor.r u."lderg:coundrules 
for electric and telephone extensions to and Wi thin new reSidential 
suodivisions. 

IT IS J?'ORTl'iER ORDERED that respondent electriC utilities 
Pac1~c Gas ~~d Electric Company>Sa.n Diego Gas ~e" Elec~ric Com­
PaIlY:> a.nd Southern Ca11!'orn1a. Edi:;on Company present proposals ir~ 

the reopened proceedings for cn. tena for the applica.t19n. of the' 

affected =andatory ~"ldergrounding rules • 
. All other interested parties are also· inVited to submit such 

proposals for the Com.m1ssion's considera.tion. 
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Hearings in this reopened proceeding will 'be "be1'oresuch 
Col:lm1ss::toner or examiner and at such t:1.me and place as may here­
after be des~gnated_ 

The Secretary is directed to serve copies of this orderu~n 
all parties in Case No. 8993 and to t:.a11 notices of hearing at 
least ten (10) days prior to the date of 'hearing. 

Dated at San Francisco ' "Californ:ta" this- 1.tI';? ee:y of-
NOVEMBER> 1972. 
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