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:BEFORE THE PTJBLIC UTILITIES COMYJ.ISS:!:ON OF THE STA':re OF CALIFC&'~!"c... 

In the Matter of the Application ) 
of ~UBLIC DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION ) 
for an Order Author1zingApplicant ) 
to increase rates and charges pur- ) 
suant to PUblic Utilities Cod~ ) 
Sect1oo. 45/ ... and Rule 23 of the ) 
Commiss1out s Rules of Procedure ) 
as amended by Resolution No. A-40l4.) 

-----------------------------) 

Application No. 53600 
(Filed September 2l~ 1972) 

INTERIM OPINION AND ORDER 

Public Distribution Corporation operates as a public utility 
warehouseman at Vernon. In tMs application it requests an ex parte 
ordc't' aut.horiZ1ng it t:o 1nc:reasc Oll an inte-rim basis vs.rious accessor­
ial ~ha't'gcs, as. proposed in. the app11e&tion" ",n f:t~ days' notice to 
the Comm!ssion and the public. Applicant also r~2sts tb!sp=oc~~~­
ing ~ held open for the purpose of receiving an amendment to the 
applicstion proposi:lg increases in storage and handli.ng end:or 'the 
purpose of studying the effectiveness of the proposed interim . 
increases. 

In supper: of the request for immediate interim rate 
relicf~ tAe application alleges as follo~~: App11eant t spublic 
utility wsrehouse opera~ions were co~ucted ~t a lo~~ for tAe two­
month Pe=iod ended July 31, 1972, as represented by an operating 
ratio of 105.7 ~ercent. The accessorial labor cherges ?roposed 
in its application a=e no higher than those presently charged by 
applicent Ts co=petitors in the met't'opoli~an Los Angeles area wh1c~ 
are ~p?licants in Application No. 53404. 

,Appliean.t ~sserts that it should be pe:m1.tt~ to. obtai~ 
fro~ its storers rates ancl charges ~~ch are compe~torf and. arc 
:no'r~ comparable to those charged by its competitors. 

" 



e·" 
A. 53600 

Pursuant to Rule 23.1(A) of the Commission's Rules of 
Procedure~ applicant: states that it bas less chan 60 employees 
(30)~ and has no national labor contracts. Applicant requests 
permi.ssion Ullder Rule 87 of the Commission's Rules of Procedure 

" 

to deviate from Rule 23' in order to secure just ~ speedy aDd' inexpen­
sive determination of the issues presented'without requiring 
submission of more extensive and detailed financial data. 

'The application shows that it was served in accordance 

with procedural rules and that applicant's storers were notified. 
Notice of the filing of the application appeared: in the CommissionTs 
Daily Calendar. There are no protests. 

3ased on t:he application~ the Commission finds: 
1. Applicant 15 in need of the additional revenues which 

will result from. the proposed increases in accessorial service 
charges. 

2. The increased accessorial charges will not exceed, '~ho$e 
charged by the majority of the competing public utility warehousemen 
in the metropolitan Los Angelc$ area. 

3. Deviation from the requirements of Rule 23 of the Coml­
" mission's Rules of Procedure is ju.stif1ed for the interim phase 
of this proceeding. 

4. The proposed increase in accessorial charges as proposed 
in the application is justified. 

5. Pursuant to subparagraph (A) of Rule 23.lofthe Com­
mission's Rules of Proeedure~ the sought rate increases are exempt 

from the requirements of that rul~, applicant: being a utility ~eh 
qualifies for the small business exemption set forth in Title 6.~ 
EcO?om1c Stabilizat!on~ Section 101.51, subparagraph (E). 

6. A public hearing is DOt necessaTy. 

-2-' 



, 

I.- 53600 l.t:ml 

The Commission concludes that interim relief should be 
gra:1ted as proposed in the spplication and that the matter s1:.oulc 
rem&i: open for further consideration. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
I. Public Distribution Corporat:ion is authorlzed to estsbl:!.sh 

the increased accessorial service charges proposed in the application 
herein. 

2... Tariff publications a~tbor1zed to be msde as a result of 
the order herein shall be filed not earlier than the effective date 
of this order and .may be made effective not earlier than five days 

after the effectiv~ date of this order on not less than five daysT 
notice to the Commission and the public. 

S... The authority granted herein shall expire unless exercised 
within ninety days after the effective date of this order. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 
after the date hereof. 

Dt.ted .:It ___ ..;;&n __ F'ra.n-..,;;.;;...;.;ciseo;;.;.;;.;;. __ ~ Cal1forn:la~ this. /~ .tZ..-' 
day of --_~DE~C"",E~UI.Q.B~t'R~ ___ -" 1972. 
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