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Decision No. _....--8;;..'0..;;.,8_3_7_ 
, . ," 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF 'IBE S'XATE OF, CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Investigation 
into the rates~ rules~ regulations, 
charges, allowances ~ and practices 
of all highway carriers relating to 
the transportation of any and all 
eOmmo<iities between .and within all 
points and places in the State, of 
Califortlia (including, but not 
limited to ~ transportation for 
which 'rates are provided in Minimum. 
Rate' l'ariff No.2). , ' ) 

, , 

Case No. 5432, 
Petition for MOdification 

No. 719' 
(Filed'. October 24, 1972)' 

INTERIM OPINION AND ORDER 

By the above petition, Canners League of California seeks 
an extension of the expiration elate of Item 45 of MiuimumRate 

:tariff 2 from Deee:iber 31, 1972 to December 31, 1973. Item 45'pro­
vides for free return of empty pall~ts within a defined mileage 

radius when certain conditions specified in the item.: are met.' 
Petitioner declares that the provisions for free return 

of empty pallets were originally published in 196& on an experimen­
tal basis through joint consideration of shippers and carriers, and 
reflected the rate-making judgment of such parties. Petitioner 

avers that the iuitialitem bore an expiration date of December 31, 
1967.-in order to provide and insure that any detrimental effects , 
upon either shippers or carriers would not be continued i:o.de£:inieely. 

Petitioner contends that revisions in the aforementioned 
proVisions were made from. time to time as experience was gained in 
the application and use of the tariff item and generally there were 

.-
liberalizations by extending the allowable mileage radius' and· includ-

ing additional commodities. According to petitioner, experience' 
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. . '., .. 
with these provisions continues to be gained and d~~~ous have 

been, and continue to be, held betwe.~ 'shippers, reeeive.rs, truckers 
and Californi.a TrucIdng Association. P~titi.otl'"T. .S\l1..o~<,N. ~~.t dili­
gent efforts have been made, and continue to be made, to.. brin,s:,~ il 
parties into complete agreement on needed changes so that a petiti~ 
might be filed with the Commission to make permanent tariff provi­
sions reflecting current circumstances that are responsive to the 

needs of Shippers and carriers alike. Petitioner s,tates that, while 
there is substantial agreement concerning many provisions of the 
item in question, other influences, including current wage-price 

freeze policies, have temporarily prevented conclusion of, such di~­

cussious- and fi1l8lization of such a proposal. 
By letter dated October 27,. 1972, Californ:i.3 Trucldng 

Association advised that it is opposed to. ex parte consideration of 

the pe1:i1:ion and rectues.1:ed that the matter be set for hearing. 
A review of the petition (petition for Modification No. 

676 in Case No. 5432) whe%ein the same petitioner requested the 

expiration date of Item. 4S be extended to December 31, 1972 dis­

closes that the contentions advanced as justification were the same 
as in the instant petition. 

After consideration the Commission finds that: 
1. Item 45 of Min; mum Rate Tariff 2 is scheduled to" expire 

December 31, 1972. 
2. If bearings were held final disposition of this petition 

woo.ld not likely be concluded prior to December 31, 1972'. 

3. If Item 45 is allowed to expire empty, palletsretu.rnirl.g 

free of charge pursuant to the provis~ons of said item would· no 
longer move free. ' 

Based on the above findill,gs, the Corcmission concludes that 

the expiration date of Ieee. 45 of Minimum Rate Tariff 2. should 

be extended to ~e 30, 1973, subject to' further l:'eview of such 

evidence as sb.e:l:-1 ~ adduced at .a public hearing •. A hearing in 

this proceediDgwill be scheduled in the future. 

-2-



e 
C .. 5432 Pet.719 tiS 
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Petitioner ~nd other parties in.terested in tM,s petition 

arc placed on notice that they should ~ p=e~~rcd t~ proceed to 
hearing on this matter no later than March 1" 1973. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Minimum Rate Tariff 2 (Appendix D to- Decision No. 31606, 
as amended) is further amended by inco:porating therein, to. become 

effective January 1, 1973, Eleventh Revised Page 15-B· attached 
hereto and by this reference made a part hereof. 

2. Common carriers subject to the Public Utilities Act" to 
the extent that they are subject: to Decision No. 3l606~ as amended~ 
and currently maintain in their tariffs the provisions involved 
herein, are hereby directed to esta1>lish in said tar~ffs the amend­
ments 'l:lecessary to conform with the fu:rtber adjustments ordered 
he:cit:.6 

:3. Tariff pu.blica~iot:.S reqtdred or authorized to, be made by 

co:o.O'O. ca=riers es a resule of the o::'cer herein shall be filed not 
earlier ":Mn the effective date of this order and may be made 
effective not ea:tier ~n the fifth day after the e:fective date 
of th:i.s. o:der ,. on. not less than. five days' notice to the Cotmn!.ssion 
and 1:0 the public; such ~ri£f publications as are required shall 

'be tIlad.~ effective not later than Januzry l~ 1973; ~nd as to' tariff 
publications wb.:.teh a%e aut:::.orized but not ::,equired; 1:11e ~uthor~ty 
he:e~n gr~nted s'hall CX?ire unless exercised ~thin sixty days 
a:~er the effective date of this order. 

4. Common c:::riers" in est:ablishing and ma~taining ::be 

am~'O.dmeuts authorized he-rciuabove" e.re he.reby authorized to' cepart 
f;':~t:l the provisiollSO£ Section 460 of the Public Utilities" cOGe. to.' 
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the extent necessary to adj l.1St long- and short-haul departures now 
maintained under outstanding authorizations, such outstanding 
authorizations are hereby modified only to the excent necessary to 

comply with this order) and schedules containing the amendments 
published under this authority shall make reference to the prior 
orders authorizing. 1008- and short-haul departures and to this: order. 

5. In all other respects Decision No. 31606, as amended, shall 
remain in full force and effect. 

6. A public hearing. shall be scheduled in this proeeeding for 
the receipt of evid~ce. 

The effective date of this order shall be 
December 20, 1972. 

San F'razu:isco Dated at __________ , California, this 1K' 
/.:<. day 

of ---_D=..AE .... Cc...l;,E.:.J/oMS~i'~R~-' 1972. 
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MINIMUM RATE TARIFF 2 e 
staION 1--KCtES or GENtRAI. APP'LXCAnON (Con't1nued) 

EHPrt p.u.x.c: ~ 
stC%%ON 1.--Appl.1n only :t1"1 coMeCtton w:tth nema 31~. 320. 320-1. 33$S .. 338. 345-. 3$0 .. 390 .. 
6~ aDd. COINP041't1es DIIIned 11'1 ~ph (e) 

(a) When palln:tzed. -.h1paleDtII are trcnaport.c1 at X'&te •• loI.bjeC't to 1111n1mum -Uhta or not 
les. than 10.000 pouod,a .. empty p.alle1:a may be 'l:X'.naported w:ttbou.t charge for c1:tataneell not 
exeeed11lK 75 conat:rue'tl.ve m1lea whftl ~11!1; to ~ po:tnt of ong:tn ot an ou.tbound ~ed 
ahip.lel1t or ",!'IeG ~portec1 for .. %'e"tUrfl palJ.~ ah1pment. alol.bj~ to the ~ .nd" 
coNU'I::toDa in Note. 1 .. 2. 3 and Ij.~ 

NO'1'2! 1.--PalJ.et1u4 -.h1pment- _1: be- loa4ed 01'1'1» earr1.r°. ~p.nent by 'dw conll1gnor 
anc1/or nnJ<HId.ec1 by the con&:tKnH w:tth power equ1pme1"1t ... dellcr1l>ec11n Xtem J.l .. furn1alw4 and 
UHd w11:hou.1: ~ to 'the ~er. 

NO'r:E 2.--sh1pper -.aat :tndJ.e&te on alUpp1nlt 1n.trv.ct:tona 'that p&ll.e't1zed .h1pmenta WM 
loac1-c1 octo 'tH:U.eN by powr-lo&d:t~ eoqu:tpment ope1'&ted. by peraoMel fUl"l11ahed by shipper; 
'and/or reee1veora _t ahow oa eIl'r1er·. deUvery ~1pt that s~ al\1pmenta 'ftt'e rertIOwd by 
powft'-l.oa4:tng ~PNI1t OPft'&,ted by ~nnel furn:tahe4 by reee1wr._ 

'NO'rX: 3.-B1lJ.a of l'A41rlIt t'OW1'1og tM ab1p!11M1t of erapty retu1'I'11ng pallets -hall 1denWy 
the ~ al\1pa!enta. »:Ula of ~ c:owr1ng X'e't\IX'I'l1og ~ lo&c1a shall. 1deGttty 
the .h1pmenta of empty palleta. 

NO'Xl: 4.-For ~ purpoae of tha ;t1:em. ~1:y ~ .hall1nclwk pallets. plado"... or 
.lc:t4a &II ~ in n- J.5.0310 .. Sub 1; 11:_ 150380; nem 150390 .. SUJ) Ij.; or 11:em l5()q.30. Sub 2. 
ot 1:be ~ Cl&aaU:tC&t:tcK\; a1x :f.n<:bell or leu :ton 'he:tiht Or nested -0110. (as 4efiMd 111 
lb.1l.e no of the ~ Cleea1fi<:&t:toa) .. and of WOO<1. me'CIIl. Or wood andllle't&l c:ona'tl'u.c1:1on. 

(b), Carr:ter IIWIt ..-sa appl:te.bl.e t&7:1.tf ~ .. on IIIIIPty palle1:a und.er the coDC11:t1ollll 
.t&tec1 :to. No~a 5 .. 6. 1 and 8. 

NOU S.--Xf' :t.nec1:t&tely upon re<:dpt of & ~, ah:tpment c:ona:tgn.@e failll to pl"Ov14e 
eIl'r1_ w1th up to- .. l.:Oce ~ of empty p.ll..e1:a for fttUm, to point of or1g1n of ~ 
~ ah:tpeent. 

NOU 6.--W!\en 8IPtY ~ are f'1.Il"I'l1ahed by con.a1gnee .no. forwarded, to or:tg1l\ point of 
& P&J,l.e1::tze<1 ab1pment. ~ eona~r ~tC!ly on ~Pt of empty pelle-e. f'a1la to prov14tt 
ccrr:t.r w1th & ~ ah1~t 0)111:&1n1~ up 'to .. l:tktt I\\lIIIbttr of pallets loaded for ah1poo 
IMftt 1» co~ &t po:tnt of or:tg:ta of the ftIP1:Y pallets. 

NOU 7 .-ror-~ 'b:'UWporta1::1oa of all. .-pty p.lJ.crta 1n eXCO. of '!:!'Ioa(O p.X'III1't'ted by 
the Pl"Ov.1a:tona of No'tft ~ .no. 6 ... 

NO:& 8.--For ~ ~rtatton of all. empty p&ll.eta wb1eh do no~ COIIIPly w:tth tbtt 
pl"OY1a1ona of th1a :tte.. 

, (e) WhC!Cl ~ ah1pme1'lta of '%o1let PNpuo&tiona. NOt (as 4e~ 11'1 11:C!III 59420 
of the ~ O ... Wc:at:ton). Allall1nmn Foll. NOt (u dellcr1bed :tn Item 71120 of t:he 
Cio~ Cl ... 1f:t~ttoc) or ~tte. de~:tn Item 360 or 732 of th1. 't&r1tt are 
tN.naport~ &t X'&teII proY:tc1ed :tn Sec:1:10t'l 2. an4 are- subject to, m1~ -1a;hta of not le .. 
than 10.000 pol.Ul4a~ the empty' palle1:a NY l>Ir tranapor1:ec1 un4«r ~ pl'Ov:ta1on..- of p&l:"agxoapha 
Ca) an4 (b) &I)ove. 

SZC'l:%ON 2 .. -When ~ta of 4!'II'lPty p.ll.eu not slol.bj~ 1» ~n 1 hereot U'e ~ or 
fo~ for & re1:I.Im pay.tng l~ V1& the II&IIIC! earr;ter. 'the- follow1ng exe-option to the 
Ciowrn:taz; c:LuaWc:at:too w1ll apply •• l.Il>ject 1» nefti 291: ' 

!)np1:y P~ .. _ c:.~ 1n No1:e .. of s.ctton 1 of th:ta :ttan: 

te .. ~ ..... --------.. SO%of Cl.&all SS (l) 

(1) . SloI.bject to & ~ r«1:e of 44 een-e. per 100 pound.a., 
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ISSUED frf, THE PUBUC UTlUTI£S COMMI$SlON. OF'THE STATE OF CAUFORNIA,. 
SAN FRANCISCO. CAUFORNIA. 


