Decision No. | 808:3:'7' | ) N @RU@HN&{L |

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA |

In the Matter of the Investigation

into the rates, rules, regulationms, :
charges, allowances, and practices :

of all highway carriers relating to : Case No. 5432
the transportation of any and all Petition for Modification
co!gmoditigs between and within a}:_l . No. 719

poilnts and places in the State. o 21 Al A ‘ B
California (including, but mot 5  (Filed:October 24, 1972)
- linited to, transportation for -

- which rates are provided in Minimum
Rate Tariff No. 2). , .

INTERIM OPINION AND ORDER

By the above petition, Cannexrs League of California seecks
an extension of the expiration date of Item 45 of Minimum Rate
Tariff 2 from December 31, 1972 to December 31, 1973. Item 45 pro-
vides fox free return of empty pallets within a defined mileage
radius when certain conditions specified in the item are met.'

Petitioner declares that the provisiomns for free return
of empty pallets were originally published in 1966 on an experimen~-
tal basis through joint consideration of shippers and carriers and
reflected the rate-making judgment of such parties. Petitioner
avers that the initial item bore an expiration date of Deéembérj3l,
1967 -in order to provide and insure that any detrimental effects;.
upon either shippers or carriers would not be continued indefinitely.

Petitionmer coantends that revisions in the aforementioned
provisions were made from time to time as experience was gaired in
the application and use of the tariff item and gemerally there were
liberalizations by extending the allowable mileage radius and includ-
ing additional commodities. According to petitioner, éxpéfienéé‘
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with these provisions continues to be gained and discuss*.i:ons have
been, and continue to be, beld between shippers, receivers, truckers
and Californies Trucking Association. Petitiomer alleges vhat dili-
gent efforts have been made, and continue to be made, to bring.a1l
parties into complete agreement on needed changes so that a petitinyg
. might be filed with the Commission to make permanent tariff provi-
sions reflecting current circumstances that are responsive to the
needs of shippers and carriers alike. Petitiomer states that, while
there is substantial agreement concemng nany provisions of the
iten in question, other influences, including cuxrrent wagel-p:’::.ce‘ |
freeze policies, have temporarily preveated conclusion of such dis-
cussions and finglization of such a proposal.

By letter dated Qctober 27, 1972, Califormia 'rruckmg |
Assoclation advised that it is opposed to ex parte consideration of
the petition and requested that the matter be set for hearing.

A review of the petition (Petition for Mod;.fioation No.
676 in Case No. 5432) whexein the same pétitioner requested the
expiration date of Item 45 be extended to December 31, 1972 dis-
closes that the countentions advanced as justification were t:b.e same .
as in the instant petition. :

After consideration the Comm.ss:.on finds that:

1. Item 45 of Minimum Rate Tariff 2 is scheduled to expire
December 31, 1572.

2. If bearings were held final disposition of t.his petition
would not likely be comcluded prior to Decembexr 31, 1972.

3. 1If Item 45 is allowed to expire empty pallets returning.
free of charge pursuant to the provisions of said item would 0o
longer move free.

Based on the above findings the Comission concludes t_hat
the expiration date of Item 45 of Minimum Rate Tariff 2 should
be extended to Jume 30, 1973, subject to further review of such
evidence as sha‘llr be adduced at a public hearing. A bearing in
this proceeding will be scheduled in the future. | |
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Petitioner and othér parties interested in thi:s“ petition
arc placed on nmotice that they skould be preparcd to proceed to
hearing on this matter no later tham March 1, 1973.

IT IS ORDERED that: |

l. Minimum Rate Tariff 2 (Appendix D to Decis.n.on No. 31606,
as amended) is further amended by incoxporating therein to become
effective January 1, 1573, Eleventh Revised Page 15-B attsched
hereto and by this reference made a part hexeof. :

2. Common carriers subject to the Public Usilities Act, to
the extent that they are subject to Decision No. 31606, as amended,
and currently maintain in their tariffs the provisions iavolved '
herein, are hexeby directed to estedblish in said tariffs the amend-~
Qents zecessaxy to conform with the further adjustments ordered
herein. - ,

3. Tariff publications required or authorized to be made by ‘
comuon carriers as a result of the order herein shall be filed mot
earlier chan the effective date of this oxder and may be made
effective not eariier than the fifth day after the eSfective date
of this oxder, on not less than £ive days' notice to the Comzissicn
and to the pudblic; such cariff publications as are required saall
be made effective not later than January 1, 1973; zud as to tariff
publications which are authorized but not -'equ:x.red » whe authoricy
heredin granted shall expire unless exercised within smty days
afrer the effective date of this order.

4. Common carriers, in establishing aad ma:.m.a:.n:mg ‘the ‘
smendments authorized bexeinabove, are hexeby authorized to depart
£xom the provisions of Sect:.on 460 of the Public Ut.:.l:.ties Code to
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the extent necessary to adjust lomg- and short-haul departures now
maintained under outstanding authorizations, such outstanding
autborizations are hereby modified only to the extent necessary to
comply with this order, and schedules containing the amendments
published under this authority shall make reference to the prioxr
orders authorizing long- and short-haul departures and to this oxder.

5. In all other respects Decision No. 31606, as amended shall
remain in full force and effect.

6. A public hearing sb.all be scheduled in th:.s proceedmg for
the xeceipt of evidence.

The effective date of this ordexr shall be
Decanber 20, 1972.

/4 -
Dated at Sa'“m““ Cal:.forn:.a this . / < day -

of DECEVRER , 1972,

. Y. "n-cﬂcim. Trey oe.a:‘.s F
anh, Gt net pa.r‘:'.:..:f.pc.*
oA c: taus p"ocoodi:g




MINIMUM. RATE TARIFF 2 .

SECXION L--RULES OF GENERAL APPLICATION (Contfnued) . ’ m:u 1

EMPTY PALLLIT RETURN

SECTION l.--Applies only in connectfion with Items 316, 320, 320-1, 335.5, 318, 385, 350, 390.
6545 and commdities named in Paragraph (c)

(a) VWhen palletized shipments are Transported at rates subject o minimun weights of not
less than 10,000 pounds, empty pallets may be transported without charge for distances not -
exceeding 75 constructive miles vhen returning 0 the point of origin of an outbound palletized
shipment or when Transported for a return palletized shipment, subject to the terms and.
conditions Iin Notes 1, 2, 3 and .

NOTE l.--Palletized shipments must be loaded onTo cu-r:.cr'- eQquipment by the consignor

and/or unloaded by the consignee with power equipment, as described in Ytem 1), furnished md
used without expense to the carrier.

NOTE 2.==Shipper muat indicate on shipping Iinstructions that palletized shipments were
loaded oato trailers by power-loading equipment operated by personnel furnished by shipper;
‘and/or receivers musat ahow on carrier’s delivery receipt that such shipwents were removed by
power=loading equipment operated by personnel furmished by receiver.

NOTE 3.--Bills of Lading covering the shipment of empty returning pallets shall Identify
the palletized shipments. Bills of lading covering returaing palletized loads shall ident{fy
the shipments of empty pallets. ‘

NOTE 4.=<For The purpose of this fitem wpd.lm:s shall include pallets, phdom.or
skida as described In Item 150370, Sub 1: Itm .'!.50380 Item 150390, Sub &; or I‘l:em 50430, Sab 2,
of the Governing Classification: n:tx inches or less in beight or nested 20118 (as defined in
Rale 110 of the Coverning Classification), and of wood, metal or wood and metal construction.

. Carrfier must sassess applicable tariff charges on empty pallets under the cobdu't:!.onn'
stated Ia Notes 5, 6, 7 and 8.

NOTE S5.-=If immedfately upon recefpt of a pallet{zed shipment coﬁaisnee f.l.ﬂ.u -3 providn
caxrier with up o a like number of ewpty pallets for retum to point of origin of the
palletized ahipment.

NOTE G.=«When empty pallets are furnished My consignee and forwarded to or:.'.g.n pos.nt of
a palletized shipment, i! conaignor Immediately on receipt of empty pallets falls to provide
carrier with a palletired shipment containing up to a like number of pallets loaded for shipe
ment to consignee at poiat of origin of the empty pallets.

NOTE 7.--For the mnlpomu.on of al) empty pallets Iin excess of thoae pomxtto.-d by
the provisions of Novtes $ and 6.

NOTE 8.--For the transportation of all empty pallets which do not comply with the
provisions of this {tem.

(c) When palletized shipments of Toilet Preparations, NOX (as deseribed in Item S9420
the Coverning Cassification), Aluminum Foil, NOX (as described in Xtem 71720 of the
Govm:ng Classification) or commodities described in Item 360 or 732 of this tariff are
transported at rates provided in Section 2, and are subject to minimum weights of not less
than 10,000 pounds, the empty pallets may be transported under the prov:(.nion- of pu.--muph.

(a) and () above.
SECTION 2.-~When shipments of ewpty pallets not subject ™ Section L hereof are returned or
forwarded for a return paying load via the same carrier, the following exception to the
Governing Classification will apply, subject to Item 291z
Empty Pallets, as dencridbed in Note 4 of Section ) of this Ltem:
Less Truckload , 50X of Class 55 CJ.)

() Subject to a minfmum rate of %centamloo pounds..

¢ (£) This item expires wirh June 30, 1973.

¢ ounen Dectrion - QO8I

EFFECTIVE

ISSUED BY THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION. OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
. SAN. FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.
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