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Decis.ion No. _80 __ 85_9 __ _ 

BEfORE '!HE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STAn: OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the .,Applica'tion of ) 
National Motor Freight Traffic Associ- ) 
ation,. Inc. ~ Agent,. for- and 00. behalf ) 
of cert<ul'1 highway common carriers and) 
express corporations,. for authority to ) 
make various revisioos in National ) 
~..otOr :treight Class:i£ication A-l2'. ) 

In the Matter of the Investigation into) 
the rates,. rules,. regulations,.. charges,.) 
allowances aDd practices of all comrr.on ) 
carriers,. highway carriers and. City ). 
carriers relating to the trac.spor- ) 
tationof any and aU commodities ) 
between and within -all poirrts and ) 
places in the State of California ) 
(inc:-lt.ld:tc.g,. but not limited. to,. ) 
transportation for which rates are ) 
provided: in Min:i.mt.m\ Rate Ta.rl.ff NO'_ 2) .. ). 

) 

Application No. 53704 
(Filed Noveml>e:r. 21,. 1972) 

Case No ... 5432 
(peti tion for- Modification 

. No,.,'723) .•• 
(Filed Novembe~ Zl,. 1972) 

And Related Matters 

) Case No. 543&,. Petition No;. 129 
) Case No. 5439, Petition Ncr. 170 . 
) Case NO'. 541+1,. Petition No; 257 
) case No:. 5603. PetitioC:No.·. 112'. 
) Case NO... 7783-,. Petition .. No.. 61 
) Case No. 7857,. Petition No·. 6& 
) Case No. .. ·785S,.. Petition· N<> ... 1Q,l' 
) 
) (FiledNove~r 2l,.·.19·72) . 
) 
) 
) 
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OPINION AND ORDER 

Various common carriers engaged in intrastate transportation 

witMn C.:I.liforoia participate in National Motor Freight Classification 

A-12,. hereinafter referred to as the Governio.g Classification, for class 

ratings and other provisions. Also~ certain Commission_ mio.imum rat~ 

tariffs are subject to 'the class ratings and/or other provisions,pi 

such classification. 

By Application No. S3701.f.~ National !lo'tor Freight Traffic Assocl:

ation~ Inc. ~ Agent~ s~ks. Authority. on ~hal.£ of such common carr:i.ers~ 

to publish specific revisions in the Govero.1ng Classification effective 

Decem!:>er 30~ 1972~ concurrently with the tlatiocaleffective date for such 

revisions. l 
By the above petitions~ California TrucIo:ngAssOciation seeks 

to make the proposed. prOvisions applicable to certain Commission minimum 

rate tariffs.2 Petitioner requests that all common carriers be directed 

to establish in 'their :respective tariffs such modifica:tions as may be 

prescrl.l:led by the Commission's order in these proceedings. including 

relief from the long- and short-haul provisions of Section 1+50 of the

Public Utilities Code. 

Applicant and petitioner,. hereinafter referred to as,applicants, 

state that t..'le Governing Classific:.tion is periodically' revised-to meet 

the changinS needs of commerce. Applicants aver that- the procedures 

available . 'to Shippers and carriers to initiate such revisions" to partici

pate in their disposition a.nd 'to ~rotect their interests aregellcrally 

1 .. ---~------- . 
The proposed changes? which are provided :in SlJ.pplement 33: to the 
Governing. Classi£':ication, are set forth in Exhibit A and 'the' .re-lated 
jlJ.Stifica'tions are set forth in Exhibit B, both of whicb. are attached. 
to the application. 

2 The tariffs are Minirrn;un Rate l'ariffs i-B (East Bay Drayage) ~ 2· (General 
Commodities Statewide), &-A (Petroleum and Petroleum Products State
wide)!t 9 -B (San Diego Dr&.:yage) ~ ll-A (Uncrated New Furo.i't~e Statewide)" 
l4.-A (Agricultural Corr.modities Statewide)~ 15 (Vehiele Unit Rates) and 
lS (San :E':rancisco Drayage) and Exeeptioc. Ratings 'tariff 1. . 
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known to thc carriers and shippers. Applicants allege that the sought 

revisions have been authorized by 'the National Classification Board, 

after due process, and generally become effee1:iv~ December 30, 1972", for 

tariffs covering areas other than California and that such revisions, if 

authorized, would ~rmit maintenance of uniformity of· classification 

proviSions between California and the rest of the nation. 

A r~view of applicant'"s proposed revisiollS in<iicates that there 
are only 'tWo items being revised., both pertaio.l.ng to packaging require

ments, on~ reSUlting in a reduction and the other colJ.ld r~sul t in an' 

increase should the governing expiration dates not be extended when 

necessary to do so. These changes are within the framew0l:'k of the 

criteria heretofore annolJ.nced by this Commission for establishing 

reviSions in th~ GoveJ:'ning Classification 00. Califorttia intrastate 
traffic. 3 

Copies of ,the application and petitions were mailed to vaJ:'ious 

chambers of commerce, Shipper organizations, carrier representatives and 

other interested. parties on or about November 20, 1972. The application 

and petitions were listed on the Commission's Daily Calendar of November 

21.j., 1972. No objection to 'the granting of the application and petitions 
has been received. 

The Transportation DiviSion staf'fhas reviewed the applieat';Lo.o. 

and petitions and J:'ecommends that they be g;rantccf by ex parte oJ:'de-r. 
In the circumstances, it appears, and the CommiSSion finds., 

that: 

1. 'The proposed classifica'l:ion revisions set forth in Applica
tioo No_ 53704 are reasonable and..., to the extent that said reviSions will 
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result in increases. such increases are justified. 

2. The proposed ratings and rules which applicant wi·ll be 

au:t:horiZed to establish. except "to the extent that said ratings and rules 

are different from and are superseded by present exceptions contained in 

the respec°i:ive m1n1mum rate tariffs and the governing, exception ratings 

tariff ~ are suitable to govern the minimum rates established by. ·the 

Commission. 

S. !he rates and charges resulting from the application of the 

aforestid revisions are~ and for 'thc fu'tU%'e will be,. the just. reasonable 

and. nondiscriminatory minimum rates and charges for the transportation of 

property by highway car:t'iers subject to' the applicable mS..nimumrate 

tariffs. 

Pursuant to the requirements of Rule 23.1 of the Commission's 

Rules of Procedure. the Commission further finds 'tha1:: (1) it s.:s 
impossible "to determine the effect of the aforementioned classification 

revisioes on the carriers' revenues and net earnings as the total amount 

of intrastate tl."aff1c handled within California under the elassification 

ratings in question and the "total revenue earned by highway carriers~ 

individually or collectively. under such classification ratiogs are not 

known and (2) classifica1:ion changes of 'the type authorizec1 herein: are 

not cost-based having been determined on evaluations of the traospor

tation characteristics of the involved commodi"ties as compared with all 

other commodities offered. for transportation. 

Based on 'the above findings. the . Commission :oncludesthat the 

proposed elassification changes set forth in Application No. ~370~.should 

be authorized. and that such revisions should be adopted and approved .. to 

the extent indica1:ed in the ensuing order~ to govern the minimum rates 
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es'tablished by the COmmission. The Commission furth.er concludes that the 

involved participating common carriers in applicantTs National Motor 

Freight Classification A-12 should be aathorized to depart from the 
provisions of Sec:'tion 450 of the Public Utilities Code to. the·· extent 
oecessary to. adjust long- and short-haul departures now maintained under 

outstanding authorizations. 

n IS ORDERED '!:hat: 

1. Natienal Metor Freight traffic Associatien., Ine • .,Agent., en 

behalf of 'the invelved common car%'iers participating in National Moter 

Freight Classificatien A-12., is authorized to. establish and p~lish the 

classification ratings and rules set forth in Application No.· 53704 to 

become effective not earlier ~n Deeember 30, 1972., on not less than. one· 
day's notice to. the Commission and to 'the public. 

2. Except as otherwise provided in Ordering Paragr~ph 5 hereef, 
the classification ratings and rules authorized herein are approved acd 

adopted as just, reasonable and no.ndiscriminatory ratings and rules. to 

govere t..i.e rates and rules promulgated by the Commissio.n in Mioimum .. Rate 

Tariffs l-B., 2. 9-B, l~-A and 19. 

3. Tariff pub'lications required to. be made by common carriers 

as a result of Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof shall be filed not earlier 
than 'the effective date of this order- and shall· be made effe~tive 

December 30~ 1972., on one dayTs' notice to. the Comrr.ission and. to the 
pubc.c; and tariff pUblieCltio.c.s whicl'l. are ~utho::'ized but notr~ to 

be made by eomr:lOu carriers as a result· of the order herein: may 'D~ . m<lde . 

effective not earlier- than December 30,. 1972, and may be ma.de effective on 
• ,"! 

cot less than oce dayTs notice to the Commission"and to the p~lic if 

filed not la-:er 'than Feb~ 28, 1973. 
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" 

~. The classification ra~ings and rules authoriz~to be 

established by Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof are authorized t~bemade 

applicable also for ~he transportat~on of: 

(a) Coma~ties for which minimum rates 
have not been established. or 

(b) ComltOdities which are subject 'to higher 
rates than. or more restrictive provisions 
than. the minimum rates or proviSiOns 
otherwise appllcab lc" or 

(c) Commodities for which rates have been 
established. based upon Minimom Rate Tariffs 
l-B" 2" 9-B. l~-A and 19. 

s. Any proviSions currently maintained in common carrier 

'tariffs which :l.re more restrictive than" or which produce charges greater 

"than 'those contained in Minimum &a.~e 'tariffs 1-B" 2,. 9-:s." 11./.-A and 19 

are authorized to be maintained in conne(:tion with the ra~ings' and rules 

authorized and directed to be established herein. 
6. Except as provided in Ordering. Paragraph S hereof, common 

carriers are not au.'thor:i'.Zed to publish ratings and rules wh.icll a:z:oe 

differen"t from and are superseded by" present exceptions' contaio.ed in 

Exception Ratings Tariff 1 and Minimum Ra~e 'tariffs 1-:a, 2"9 ... B,, ll+-A 
and 19. 

7. Common carriers" io. establishing and maintaining, the ratings 
and rules authorized hereinabove~ are hereby authorized to depart from 

the provisions of Section ~60 of t~e Public Utilities COde to 't.~e extent 

necessary ~o adjust long- and short-haul departures now maintained under 
outstanding authorizations; such outstac.d1ng authoriZAtioc.s are hereby 

modified oc..ly to the- extent necessary to. comply ~.ci'th. 1:h.is o:t'der;and: 
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schedules containing the :r-atings and rules published. uClder 'this a1,lthority 

shall make reference to the prior oX'ders authorizing long- and' short-haul" 

departures and t~ this order. 

the effective date of this ONer shall be De,cember 2S~ 1972. 

1972. 
Dated. at San Frane;tsco. californ:ta. th:(s 1.:tiay o:nle<:ember. 

· , ~~. 
" 


