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Decision No. -=8:;..;O~90;;;;;..;;;..~4~_ trn~n ~ ~WlAl 
BEFORE '!HE PUBLIC Ul'ILIl'IES COMMISSION OF THE sW ~~~IFORNIA' 

Investigation on the Commission r s ) 
own motion .into the status~ safety,,) 
maintenance,.. use and protection of ) 
a grade c.os~ over strack-of ) 
Southern Pacific trttnS~r-~t1OIl ) 
Comp.any at County Line Road,. partly) 
in the County of Kern and partly ) 
in the County of 'rul;are. 5 

Case No. 9415 
(Filed August 1, 1972) 

Harold S.. Lentz, Attorney ~t Law, for Southern 
P~ci:tic transportation Company; Ronald L. 
Shumaker,. Daputy Coc:n=y Counsel MKern,. for 
COunty of Kern; and W:'l1ia:n R. carr,. Public 
Works DC?a=t:nent 'rraffic EngJ-ncer,. fo: 
County of Tulare; respondents. 

R."U'old Rolsmd,. Manager,. Delano Growers Coopera
ative winery, for Delano Growers Coo~er4:ivG 
Winery,. inte=es ted party. 

Will;~~ H. Kessenick,. Attorney at ~,. .and 
!{illk L .. Oliver, for the Co:I:mission staff. 

INTER]}! OPINION 

~blic hearing in this proceeding was held before E~er 
Mo<>ney in Delax:.o 0:>. October 3,. 1972. The :IUltter 'to"a.$ submitted 
subje~t to the receipt of briefs. \ 

There are currently Standard No.. S flashiI:g light signals 
at the grad~ crossing in issue which crosses County Line Road near 
Delano and serves t:b.e Delano Growers Cooperative Wittery. Theroad 
is a single lane in ~ch direction. It hss b~cn imprcved~ 
and th~ lanes have been widened. Tu...-nout lanes i: each direction 
have been constructed at: t:he crossing. The signals ~ve- not been 
:noved and are in the 'CUr:1out: lanes at the edge of the two widened 
tr~veled ::~f~ic lanes. The p=csent lcea:ion of the s1~lscreatcs 
a ba:.cD.1:d for ~'~cle traffic -Dt the erOS-Sing. 

-1-



c. 9415 af * 

The parties at the hearing were not in accord regarding 
the impx:ovements in protection, if any, that should be made at the 

crossing or the allcxation of the cost thereof. However" the County 
of Kern by letter dated November 30, 1972, has urged that an interim 
order alleviating the dangerous situation at the crossing be issued~ 
Also, Southern Pacific Transportation Company by letter dated 
December 12, 1972, suggested that as an interim safety measure, 
the turnout lanes be barricaded. 

It is apparent eMf: because of the titce eleI:lent that ......-ill 
be involved in the issuance of a final decision ~n this 'matter and 
the inseall&tion of any additional permaner.t improvements in 
protection that may be ordered thereby, fmmediate steps should be 
taken to remedy the hazardous condition at the crossin.g. As an 
interim ::easure pending fi.Il<!l deeision in this :natter, the signals 
should be moved a saf~ distence from the traveleci traffic lanes 
and the ~out lanes should be barricaded~ 

We find' tba~: 
1. The crossing in. issue (No. 3CS-300.1-C) is a spur track 

at grade c.ossing County Line Road" partly in the County of Ke:n 
a:lc. partly in the County of Tulare. The centerline of the pOl.ving 
is the line between the two counties. 

2. County Line Road, a single lane in each direction, has 
been improved and widened ~ and eurnout lanes in each direction have 
been constructed at the crossing. 

3. There are two Standard No.' 8: fIashiI:g light signels 
(General Order No. 75-B) at the crossing. 

4. The signals were installed prior to the improvement of 
County tine Ro.ad and are in the turnou't lanes, at.: the edge of the 
two widened traveled laues. 

5. !be present location of the sign.a~s is hazardous to' 
vehicular traffic at the crossing. 
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6. Public health, convenience,aud safety re~i::,e that as 
an interim measure to alleviate the hazardous condition at the 
crossing, the signals be relocated and the turnout lanes be 

ba~icaded as provided ~ the order which follows. 

We conclude that the improve::nents described in the interim 
order which follows should be made at the earliest possible tice. 

INTERIM ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. The Southern Pacific Transportation Company shall 

relocate the Standard No. 8 flaShing light signals at County Line 
Road near Delano in Kern County, identified as Crossi~g 
No. BCB-300.1-C so that the supporting posts for the signals are 
located not less than five feet from the outside edge of each 
e):isting traveled way. 

2. The counties of Kern and Tulaxe shall e:l:'eet Class II 
Barricades (California 1'ra:fie Manual, pag2s 5-8) adjacent to 
the traveled way of County line ~d at C=ossing No. BCB-300.1-C 
to prohibit vebicular traffic from using the const:uctecI tur::.O'tlt 

lanes. 

3. The expenses for the work requi=cd by tbis order shall 
be allocated by further orcler of the Commission. 

4. The work requi=ed by this order shall be completec. 
sixty days from the effective date of this order. 
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5. No obstruction shall remain or be placed near the crossing 

which will impair the motorists' view of the signals. 
!he effec1:ive date of this order shall be the date 

hereof. 
Dated at __ San __ Frau __ clII_BC_:<>-___ , California, this S~ day 

of ___ ...;..1 1\;;.;.~~JI~lR.I.I.I'-__ ; 1973. 

.".', 

...... 
. -. -.;- ::. • of .. ' . .--

65mmissioners 

Co~1ss1on~r 1. P. V~sin. 1r •• be~ 
noecs:~il~ a~"c~:~ d1dnot ~rt1c1pato 
in the d!spos~tion or ~~. pr~ee~ 
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