
Deeision No. __ 8 .... 1 .. 1~Z2;.;.;:;... ___ _ 

BuORE THE ,PUBLIC rr.;:n.ITIES COMMISSION OF '!'HE STAIE OF CALIFORNIA 

Investigation on ~e Commissionts own ) 
motion into- the operatious~ practiees~ ~se No. 9434 
ra~es, Services, 1nstrumental~ties, 
equipmeutand facilities of Rosella (Filed August 29; .l~n) 
Water Company. 

Donald G. carter and DlUlne T. Call, 
for respondent. 

Daniel M. Perry,. for Tulare County 
Health Depa:tment, interested party. 

Elmer Sjostrom~ Attorney at Law,.a::.d 
Robert: C.. Durkin,. for the Cotcmission 
staff. 

OPINION .... _-----
"Ih1s investigation is on the Commission t sown motion 

to dctenrl.ne whether the' operations ~ praetiees ~ rates ~ serviees, 
ins~eutalit:t.es, eqUipment and faeilities, or any of them, of 
Rosella Water Company (respondent) ~re reasonable or adequate 
for the ~Ul:'pose of ren<iering water service to the public. 

A copy of the order instituti-ag investigatio:l w~ 
served by regl.stered 1:ail on Donal<i G. and Rosella M. carter, . 

, ' the owners of the respo'O.den~,. on August 30, 1972. "!hC" matter / 
-:; u,:.; :'~,:as set fo::- hee.rl:g. be.fo::e- EY.aminer Roge-rs in Porterv!.lle?rt. 

;;:anuaxy 16, 1973 .. 
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The record shows that respondent was authorized, to. serve 
water to. Tract No.. 391 by Decisicn No.. 66304 dated November l2~ 

1963 in Applicaticn No. 45546. Thereafter~ it extended water 

service to, Tracts Nos. .. 404~ 423~ a.nd Unit No .. 1 of Tract No-. S02 .. 

The fcur tracts comprise 281 lot:s~ of wh1.ch216 have been scld. 

It DOW serves water to 39 customers in the four 'tracts~ cnly seven 
cf whom occupy their hemes throughout the year. In additicn,.. 
water is furnished to. a lodge-apartment-motel complex~ respondent's 

. maintenance yard~ and one home~ each of wMeh is at the south end 

of and cutside the area sho~ on i'ts tariff area map,. 

In 1971 and 1972 the Commissicn staff investigated the 
adequacy of respondent's water production aDd distribution facil-
1 ties. As a resul t ~ an engineer was engaged by the utility.. He 

sa~d an add~tional investment in utility plant would be required 

'to construct necessary improvements to. the water production and 
storage facilities. 

A geologist adVised that an adequ&te supply of water is 
available in the underground basin for the present~. and for the 
overall development presently planned. 

The water system. facilities now in use ccnsist of: 
a. Four operative wells w1t:h production of approXi

mately 100 g.~.m. 

b. A ground sur£ace storage facility of 20~000-ga1lcn 
capacity. 

c. A booster pump capable cf discharging 50 g.p.m. 
into a 10 ~OOO-ga1.lon bydropneuma.tictank which supplies the . 
distribution system. 

d. A 60,.O.OO-gallon capacity storage facility pro~ding 
water 'storage at 'an elevation which will supply.w4ter at adequate 
pressure to. all but a smal~ pOrtion of the service area by grav1ey:. 
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e. A booster pump which suPplies pressure:to the highest 
elevation of the se~T.tce area (20 lots). 

Automatic controlling eq~pment is.scheduled· to be.com
pleted in the n~..ar future. A meter is to' be included so that 
~roduction quantities can be accurately determined. 

The staff engineer said that there is a limited" under
ground water basin beneath the service area~ there are water
b~aring strata within the areas where wells are located~ 2nd the 

safe annual yield from the basin is sufficient for the present. 

Resaid the utility's service area consists of a resort-type 

development and the existing facilities aTe capable of supplying 
sufficient water at adequate pre~es to' the authO'rized service 

area and the three services outside the service· area. He" said 

storage is a~eCltlate for the existing 39' customers as well as those 

custom.ers which are expected to be added in the immediate future~, 
but, he recommended that: 

1. 'The uti:lity be restricted to the existing service. 4%'ea 
until: 

4. An;';aceurate water use per customer requi:renent ' 
has' been established and the future:system 
demand estfmated. ' 

b. Proven additional production has beeo. developed 
anC'. the plaut facilities have been completed .. 

c. Adequate storage bas beenprov1ded for the 
m.axl.mum. water users. 

d. 'Xh~ aunua.l yield of the water basin is found 
to~' be sufficient to- adequately serve the.' " 
present certificated 8.l:ea. as well as any, ' 
requested area •. 
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Findj.ngs 

1. Respondent has e:cteoded service to 281 lota in its. 
tariff se-rv1ce area plus three connections outside its area. but 
contiguous thereto. 

2. The service ,,-rea is in 4 resort community. ApproXimately 
39 eonsu::ers rec:ei ve water from respondent on .e. full-time basis. 

3. Of the 281 total lots> 216 have been sold and each Ow::ler; 
is entitled to improve his property and demend wccer service. from 
re:;pondent .-

4. Respondent has suff1c1entwater and facilities for the 
284 ser\7ices,. but not for additional serJ'1ces. 

5. Respondent should be prohibited from extending. water 
service outside the four tracts plus three additional connections 

until it has complied With the recommendatiocsof the staff engineer 
and until further order of the Commission;' 

6. Recpondent shall file an up-to-date tsrtff area map showing 
all parcels of land being served at this time. 

The Commission concludes. that the folloWing order $b.ould 
issue. 
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ORDER -----
IT IS ORDEREI\ that: , 

1. Within thirty days after the effective date of this order" 
Rosella Water Company, shall file a tariff service area' map sbowing. 

the area presently be~ served, indicating the boundaries of tracts 

Nos. 391~ 404~ 423, Unit No~ 1 of Tract No. 502, and the parcels 
of land contiguous- the.reto comprising the lcdge-apartment-motel 
complex, the water utility's maintenance yard,' and the r~sidence. 

2. Rosella Water Company shall not extend' service beyond the 
area set forth in paragraph 1 without further order of this: cOam£ssion. 

'Ibe effective date of this order shall be' twenty days 
after the date hereof.: 

Dated at ____ San __ Fra.nd3co ___ ' ___ , California, 
day of ___ MA_'RCH_, __ ,_" ___ , 1973. 

this, 'Ztl 
--.;~--

Commi:ss10ner lllomas, Koran.,' be1ne 
~ssar11y llb:::ont. dj,4not part1e1pate 
u "tbo '. 41sP0511.1011 Of" 'th1$"procea41 ft._' 


